LONG ISLAND RAILROAD

NASSAU TOWER
MINEOLA, NY

MINEOLA, NY

SITE PLAN SCALE: 1" = 20’

Above plan from Nassau County Property Tax Maps

The Nassau Tower remains in use as a signal control
tower but soon will be decommissioned as the Long
Island Rail Road consolidates interlocking switch signals
in the Jamaica Station hub.

The history of the Long Island Rail Road, one of the
oldest and busiest railroads in the country, is intricately
linked with the growth and development of Long Island.
Mineola was and remains a hub of the railroad. The
Nassau Tower at Mineola is a rare survivor of a switch
tower still serving its original purpose and of the
vernacular, wood-frame, hip-roofed structure type used
by the Long Island Railroad in the early twentieth
century. The tower witnessed the technological
advancements of the railroad and is associated with the
ambitious expansion and electrification plans of the Long
Island Rail Road during one of the company's most
productive periods, which permanently influenced local
and regional patterns of development.
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