PIRST HAND MFMORIES ===———,0T
" A1l Of My Life - Watching Trains Go By " *

My first memories of *rains started in 1930 when my parentes and I were
enroute to Somerville,N.J. from our home in Cutchogue on the north shore
of Long Island. We were coming west on train 281,known by east end local
folk as *he "first morning train",while the following train,no. 205,carr-
ying the mail vwas amlways referred to as the "second morning train".Until
19%3,n0.281 wag the Greenport section of the morning "Cannonball ", A%
Manorville it would become the rear two cars of train 3,the Montauk part
of the "Cannonball®,

Manor Station, Manorville - View E close-up
€.1900 Archive: Dave Keller

We were sitting on the south side of our coach and while waiting at
Manorville for no.% to come over the Manorville Rranch,] remember my dad
pointing out the arriving Montauk section coming around the curve with
it's "high-wheeled" Atlantic type locomotive.Shortly it backed it's three
cars on to our two on the main line and away we went to New York,

PRR E3sd #4176 Richmond Hill Storage Yard
4/23/1939 Archive: Dave Keller

 QOther "Railroad Memories" from that trip included my dad pointing out
the Riverhead turntable,wooden coaches on the CNJ at Somerville and a ride
on the South Branch of the CNJ to Three Fridges to visit people my ded -
gZTrew up ﬁith there, I wag already a "Railfan",but of course that term for
the "affliction" would come years later!

% TFrom the wordes of a popular song of a few vears back,
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Sometime in 1931 my mother took me to Greenport from Cut-
ehagua on the “Ecnﬂt" which had originated in Epenﬁk anﬂ
went over the Hanurville Branch,It was a twn car train vith a
combine and coach,most probably hauled by a Pennsy "ET".

ﬁ?reﬂﬂie“_nalﬂwin_waa_thq~genig1 Conductor Hhile_Jack

Peckham weas thghﬂrakeﬁan,Jack treated meftq_Butteracatﬁh vaf-
ers 88 we rode along.He knew my parents from years back.One
of the sights I noticed particularly was the long sign near
Peconic station proclaiming "88 Miles To Abraham & Strauss"”,
At thig time many stations "out Fast" had those signs for thn
big department store in downtown Brooklyn.
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Peconic Station "NC" signal
Valuation photo ¢c.1922
view SE Archive: A1t Huneke

That same year good work in school all week would be reward-
ed by me spending Saturdays with Dad at Peconic sta.where he
was agent.My ﬂutiga'ineludgﬂ”“qhegking'the yard" end jotting
down all the wooden LIRR box car numbers on a pad,.Both the
peeeing eiding and team track were filled with these cars dur-
the winter and spring,as their use was not needed until "potat-
0 season” opened up in July.I climbed around on them a lot ,
(when Dad wae not 1nﬁk1ng}.;nﬂ one thing I always remembered
about them was the wooden end-ladders and the wide end-sills,

LIERer "Less-Than-Carload"
January 1954 Archive: Dave Morrison

I wase alsﬁ”in charge of the two-wheel hand truck that every
eta., was supplied with in those days.Part or ﬁ station agentls
duties were to "truck " the U.S.Mails between train and Post
Office if the distance did not exceed about 400 feet or so.In
Peconic the "P.0." was only across the street.My dad would
"truck" mail ror trains EDE 204 and 211.Fo mail was hendled on
Sundays.

Many times there would nnly be the first class pouch and a
single bag of parcel post and thats when T got to "deliver the
meil”,.Peconic's long wooden platform had a nice sort of "Rhy=-
thm" to it as tné iron wheels of the hand truck went over each
erack between the bu&rda.rggulateﬂ of course by the epeed you
pushed, ’

Only Company Mail and local baggage traveled on the "Scoot”
mostly, as passengers were few and far between.Connections with
Montauk Branch trains were possible at Eastport both morning
and afternoon by the "Scoot".The locomotive on the "Scoot"
must have been & Pennsy E7 or E3,as I was distinctly impressed
with the high trailing wheel under the spacious cab.I guess we
will never know just what class it wes !
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During the early and middle "30'e" large numbers of wood-
en LIRR 36 root box cars were stored at various locations.
Motor trucking n:fpﬂtatﬁea and other L.I,,prnﬂuue to the K.Y,

" City area had largely robbed the R.R. of this trade by tnis
time.About 1932 ve were riding thru Oakdale and I recall see-
ing a string of the cars stored on the long siding west or the
depot.Another long-used location ror storing these cars was
the long "Wampmissic" siding west of Manorville between Mile
Posts 62 and 63.This roughly half a mile of track was the sole
remains of the large World Wer 1 layout that had served Camp
Upton so well, |

LIRR #3185 wood side sheathed boxcar
1904 Archive: Art Huneke

Arter about 1933 FGEX ice refrigerator cars were stored
here in harvest season,largely replacing the LiHR box cars
used to ship prnduce in,In 1941 the siding was tnrn up and
the rail was used tn relay the Camp Upton Branch fﬂr WW 2,

Other places these old box cars were stored were kmaganu
seti,Mattituck and Holban Yard.No doubt most were burned at
the lagst named place and the scrap metal salvaged by 1939,

The very last LIRR wooden box car I saw in service was in
Port Jerterson in 1938.I% nad a load of L.C.L. and was on
the "team track".Since most of these cars nad arch-bar trucks
wvhich were forbidden’ 1n "interchange service" after cl1939,
the RR nad no further use for them,A few were converted into
various'M, ot W.'service cars.

Believe it or not the LIRR once had a sizeable number of
both all steel high gondolas plus wooden-side with steel und-
ertrame low gondolas,Tne 5500 seriek of high gons.had angle
braced sides and many were used to carry rail and ties as
well as ashes irom Morris Park and other engine terminals.
Both gondola types had wooden floors and the "low gons" also
sported "drop ends".All of the "high" gons went to the PRR by
1942.1 recall seeiﬁg them on the Pennsy Ifor some years atter-

wvard.

Gondola Class GM #2900

w¢ drop end gondola built in 1906

e

S5/05/1954 (Rugen-Huneke)

The "low" gons.were mainly in the 2700 and 2900 series,For
years fney transported loads of straw-covered manure from the
Bushwick Branch to the farmers "Out Fast ".Manure was spread
over the 1ields in early spring vefore plowing began,

Even as late as 1952 four of the "wooden-sided" jobs were
listed under LIRR ftreight cars in the "0fficial Freignt Equip-
ment" book.Does anyone ever recall seeing LIRR ireight cars

orf of Long Island anywhere 7
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My interest in the LIRR must have been iphari}ed from my |
Dad,who was one of the 0ld time "Boomer Telegrgpﬂ Operators ",
Learning the Morse Code at the Lehigh Valley's Three Bridges,
N.J. Sta,,his first railroad job in 1902,he soon moved on.

The Pennsylvania Railroad's Bel-Del Branch was nearby and he
worked various tower and station positions there,.

From there he headed west to tne Nortnern Paciric,where ne
was agent or block operator at Mancan,N.Dakota on the prairie,
Working ror the Southern Pacific in the San Francisco Bay area
at the time of tne terrible 1906 Earthquake there,he went on
to tne desert country in Arizona,holding down the "third Tricg"
on the S.P. at lonely depots because it was much cooler at
night. '

Then it was east to the Atlantic City Railroad in Southern
New Jersey,where ne worked the Williamstown Jct. tower job.
Many years later when he was in & retlective mood, (usually
arter a Tew good "puffs" on a good cigar),he would tell about
the nigh-wneeled AXlantic Type Locomotives whizzing thru the
junction,trying to peat the West Jersey and Sea Shore RR's
between Camden and Atlantic City running time!

Following that location he next worked ror the CNJ at the
Flizabeth River tower on the Perth Amboy Branch.Finally in
1915,nie "boomer™ days behind nim he weht to the LIRR.At the
time they needed an agent-operator at Peconic s0 he was ass-
igned to tnat job, being the youngest in "seniority".

'ﬁe boarded with my mother's folkse on Peconic lane.later
that year tney were married and moved to 2 house on Depot
Lane in Cutchogue.At that time Jim Hand was sta, agent there
and John Kaelin the clerk,while the block operators position
vas bid in by daa. Tnree men in Cutchogue seems impaasible to
believe now,but tnen they were all kept busy as all local pro-
duce was shipped out by rail as well as items not made locally
such &8 canned groceries,fresn meat,butter,bread,hardware,etc,
came into town by express or rreight.Caulirlower was shipped
out in wooden barrels tnen.,
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In 1927-28 the PRR installed the "K Card System" on most
LIRR Manual Block"single-iron routes".This resulted in many
block stations losing tneir operators and semaphores in favor
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ot "unattened block" letter signs and 1ights.Cutchogue
was included and Dad went back to Peconic as agent,

He almost lost his life there in 1928 when the wesi-
bound freight nit a farm truck at Peconic Lane just east
of tne depot and killed four brothers riding on the rlat-
bed of the truck.Dad was standing in front of the depot
giving the oncoming train a "Highball " so they would'nt
have to stop,2s there was no work for them to do.A piece
of the truck flew thru the &ir,striking him in the right

leg,breaklng it end knocking nim off the platform

November 15, 1928 Greenport Freight hits farm tiuck - Peconic Station
Westbound Greenport Freight hits farm tiuck Killing four Volinski Brothers.

One Saturdag at ?ecnnic T saw & "Billboaid Reafer" on
the freight.Tnis car had reporting marks 'PRKX,0owned by tna
P & P Car Line of Buffaln,ﬂ;!. There was a large figure or
a boy feeding chickend nn the reeter sides.I assumed the
carg were used to tranapnrt various poultry feeds , why
they used an ice-reefer to do this remains a mystery.
Shortly the ICC banned all "Billboard Cars",I believe
it was in 1933.

All the monthly "Official Guides" which would serve
three or four stations in order of their importance would
end up at Peconic and we nad stacks of them in our callar
which we used to start the coal turnace early or late in
tne season just to "take the chill off".,Tney were all
dried up and really got the fire going in & nurry_f

The Depression was on in earnest in 1932 and the LIRR
was laying off lett and right in all departmenis,plus ask-
ing the employees to take a "temporary” pay’EEt until
tnings got better.Peconic sta., was closed asVopen agency
that year and Dad nad to go to Wyandanch as & clerk.During
the Summer Timetable Wyandanch was an npen hlacz sta., The
Winter Timetable listed WK as only an unattended block sta,

. Wyandanch Station View SE 11/09/1934
.  Archive: Dave Keller

MR & PT Cabins were also "Summer Only" open block stas,
All three of the above nad their semaphore blades removed
during the Winter Timetable,



- In 1933 Dad bid in the block operators job at Central Islip
working with George Ayling who was the Agent.Many of the Suff-
~0lk County depots nandled Western Uniun Telegrams s0 you had to
Know *Hpraa" to hold those jobs at that time.

It's train time at Central Islip. Block operator George G. Ayling has just
photographed the depot scene, using his his Kodak 122, and is in the
process of walking back across Suffolk Avenue to resume his duties at
the station when he turns and captures westbound G54sb camelback #13
as it pulls a train of old wooden passenger cars across the Carlton Avenue
crossing in this view looking south from Suffolk Avenue c. 1922, Notice the
old wooden pole gates with crossing watchman's shanty as well as the
fireman taking a momentary break, standing on the open platform behind
the boiler. The G54sb camelbacks were dual-service 10-wheelers (4-6-0)
and as such, were used in both freight and passenger service. The arrival
of the GSs passenger locomotives and the ex-PER H10s (2-8-0) freight
locomotives around that time sounded the death toll for the camelback
locomotives in LTRR. service and this locomotive and its sister engines
would be sent to the scrap yard by the end of the decade.

Photo: George G. Ayling Research/Archive: Dave Keller

Ayling was a "camera bug" and often took action shots of
non-stop trains going tnru CI ,especially no.20,"Tne Cannon=-
ball".Dad occasionally had to nand up & train order $0"20" and
did so by standing on the express house platform,by placing one
foot against the stud that was used for nolding the car to plat-
form "skid" in place.It nada Juﬁt the right distance and heighi
to nhold up an train ur&ar ‘stick or nuap to a faat moving train,

If Dad nad worked GI only a year earlier he would have seen
locomotive no.03,the 0-4-0 switcher owned by the State Hospital,
This engine handled all freight cars destined for the two mile
"Hospital"Spur.Two otner cars were also pulled up and down the

___ Central Islip State Hospital
™ Class A3 (0-4-0) drill engine no.3

L R

Spur by engine 03.0ne was an LIRR class B40 baggage car for
Railway Exprese and L.C.L. shipments to and from the Hospital,
whilé the other car was a "ping" coach vith haru on the windows
used to bring patients out from tne City.This car came out on
train 234 on the rear.It was qut off in the sta, ana taken to
the Hospital by the 03.Tne Hospital als6 owned another car,an
ex PRR class PB54 combine whicn could be used ir the other two
~cars were laid up for repairs. When the 03 went %o Morris Park
Shop Tor any reason,the LIRR supplied a class Dleb 4-4-0 ror
povwer,

By now you're probably wondering why sd much about my Dad,
All or the various Railroad:’ Books that have been published so
far have had little to say about station and tower forces and
I think its about time'aumething was written about them. Dad -
orten talked about his railroading over the years and certaim—
1y stimulated my interest in it to a nigh uesreeinayhe gtatiom-
work was not as exciting as engine or train service,but it had
its "moments"! ' ' '

In Febuary 1334 an all day blizzard with firty mile an hour
gusts out or tne'ﬂnrtnweat buried tne LIRR rrom L.I. City to
Montauk and ail points in hetwen! Tnere were great arifts,

particularly in the many "cuts" in farming country out east.
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A day or so after tne storm had passed T was sleign riding in
the field north of our house on Depot Lane in Gut&hngue,ihan
I noticed 2 huge plume. of what looked like steam coming rrom
& long black object on the railroad about a mile away across
the frozen rields to the nortn.As I continued to watch,I not=-
iced the "steam " was curving in a hign arc and falling back
to tne ground,sometning steam would never do !}

LIRR MOW steam rotary snowplow no. 193
clearing the track in front of the rail yard near
the Bridgehampton station after a heavy snowfall
on November 28, 1898. Photo: Hal Fullerton
Collection: Queens Public Library

I daciued I had t0 see"what this was all about ",and ran
the mile or so up to the Main Line east ot our depot.It was
then I nad my first and only glimpse of LIRR Rotary 193 at
work.Tne main track had already been opened and the Rotary,
pushed by & class H6sb 2-8-0,was clearing tne 19 car passing
giding.I was standing too close to the cut watching the great
plume of snow being thrown hign_inﬁtha air,20 the Rotary crew
motioned me to move back,otherwise I would pe buried over my
head !

LIRR P70 #824 Morris Park Yard
1962 Photo: William Rigen

Tne Summer ot 1934 saw the first air-conaitioned PRR eg-
uipment on the LIRR., At leaet on the Huin,Liné only the Green-
port section of tha"cannnnhﬁll',trlﬁn 286,coming east had
them.They went west on train 281 except H&ndays.wnen tﬁ;§
were on no.203, "Tne Banker".There were two P70 coaches and
& PB 70,all using ice bunkers and a blower and fans to circ-
ulate tne cooled air in the car.How nice it was after being
in the City on a sweltering summer day,to descend the stairs
in Pennsylvania Station to track 16 and find a nicely cooled
coacn with comfortable hign-back plush seats for the long ride
home on the "Cannonball " !

OYSTER BAY #2002 club car - Oyster Bay
1/03/1959 Photo: George E. Votava
Archive: Dave Keller

About this time tne Club car "Oyster Bay " was equipped
with "ice" air-cunginning.?n} many years until the 1947-48
arrival of the "Double Deckers " ,that car,later'earrying
the no.811,was the only LIRR car with "AC "!

Around 19386-39 Pullman Parlor cars with ice air-condit-
ioing began to maxe tneir Summer appearance on tne LIRR,only
a few at tirst,but by 1941 tney all had "AC".
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Dad got trimmed out of CI,(by & man with more seniority),and
went on the extra list early in 1935.By this time the station
forces got & weeks vacation each year so he would stand to get
quite & bit of vork nearer our home in Cutchogue.Men from the
"West Fnd " ,in order to cover tnose jobs out east would have
to find a place to stay and eat,plus pay board ror the week,

Among the places he worked were Yaphank,MR Capin,Rivernead,
Jamesport,Mattituck,Cutchogue and Soutnold. He posted at the
original’B'tower ,but never worked it.I went withn him that day
and recall walking tne tracks to B irom Central Park sta.

B Tower: 1 View E - ¢.1930's Archive: Art Huneke - K4s #5406 passing "B" Tower
Bethpage Jct. 5/11/1947 Photo: George Votava - Archive: Dave Keller

Tne Betnpage Branch was still connected to the Main Line

at this time and a few covered cement noppers were spotted on
the girder pridge & few hundred feet of Merrit Road crossing.
The cement was being used to build the new Bethpage Parkway,
ﬂniéh mean] a new "fancy " B tower or brick .Construction of
tnis road would also sever the Central Extension in the woods
vack of "B’ tower, A friend of mine rrom Brentwood remembered
going into the city one day in tne early 1920's when tnere was
2 derailment around Westbury.The train ne was on backed up
wnen it got to Bethpage Jct., a short way on the cEptrll Branch

and then used tne Central Fxtension tnru Island Trees and
Garden City to bypass tne Westbury delays.

When thney rebuilt tne Central Branch as a hign speed 1ine
in 1924-25,the switch to tne Extension was removed,alinough the
severéd rqil—eﬁdn vere vigible for years as you entered tne
Central Branch,Wnen Betnpage State Parkx was opened in 1936 the
station at Central Park was renamed Bethpage.

“Fisherman’s Speeial" Fisherman's timetable - 4/16/1936

FROM NEW YORK—BROOKLYN Archive: A1t Huneke
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G0 BY TRAIN TO THE FISHING GROUNDS

——Cheaper, Safer, Quicker!l

—FMAHING IH'H!"IHI.THH ll.ll:l.il.l—.-
Fillgpbas Fiun I-0080 Bl T

Lnﬂa |$|_an le nol. Fisherman's Special timetable

e T April 4th-Sept 26th 1937 fishing season

As soon as the Peconic Bay fishing opened up in May,tne
Montauk "Fisnerman's Special” would gfqrt running.Known as the
"Fign Train" to all railroaders,1t ran east usually via Muin

T,ine and Manorville Br. in order to pass around train 4 wnicn
lert Penn.Sta. 40 minutes berore the " Fish",but would reacn
Montauk & full nour after 1it, No. 4 used tne Montauk Br. east
ot Jamacia all the way out at this time.

Tnis operation called ror MR & PT Cabins to pe open plock
stations until the end or the fisning season ,usually 1m Oct.
Tne operators at tne two Cabins would tnrow the switches on
botn ends or the Branch so the "Fish" would'nt nave to stop.
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Accoraing to Dad,some of tnose "throttle Artists " really
sailed into or out of the Manorville Branch curve at MR Gabinl
If YA or MD plock stations were closed for the westbound "Fish"
he had to give the engineer and conductor & "K Card " ,This was
done either with a hoop or train order stick.Most of the time
he stayed in the cabin and put the stick or hoop thru the side

mainly because or the pesky mosquitoes from the nearpy pond.He
had to sit in tne dark many an evening.tnis nelped a little.

Cutchogue Station view SE c¢. 1905
Archive: Dave Keller

During July ne was relieving Jim Hand at: Cutchogue gnd atter
8chool I sometimes went up to the station .One afternoon I had
By one time glimpse or the short-lived Greenport "Fishermans
Epec1a1 " or “F1ah Train ",It went west thru town at about four
forty five .On that day it had a Pannar'E3Ed,a combine and two
coaches,.This train commenced operation in May of 1935 to serve
the Peconic Bay Weakfisning Season which was fairly exploding
in fish caugnt that Spring and Summerf

In the morning coming east it's first stop was Cutchogue,
where it took siding and met train 281 at seven ten. Almost all
the hoperul anglers got off at Cutcnogue as it was the stop
nearest New Suffolk where all the party and rowboats lert irom.
Going west in the arternoon the nnlj stop was Mattituck.On Pri-
days it took siding to meet train 210 "Tne Shelter Island Fxv-
ress."

Tne good people of New Surfolk would meet the morning

"Fisn Train" at Cutchogue with their autos and take tne anglers
tne three miles to New Suffolk,taking them to Mattituck ror
the train in tne afternoon, If you lived in the Metropolitan
area the Montauk and Greenport "Fishermans Excursions'were a
real bargain ¢ As T recall the round trip to either Montauk or
Greenport was less than two dollars.The Greenport "Fisn" only
ran during 1935,pbut the Montauk ran from 1934 to 1941,plus 1946

to 1951.

LIRR valuation photo 1921 Yaphank depot
View E Archive: Dave Keller

-‘. |'I.'H-F'I-I.imn' '7‘.'3'"".

On Lapor Day Dad nad to work 2nd trick at YA,Yapnank from
three to eleven p.n.YA was not nnrmully open on Sunuage and
Holidays,put in order to keep tnings maving on tima tnis wus
aone.Mom and I went along t0o keep anim company at the lonely
station far~from tne village,

L

window just to be on the safe side: He always hated that MR jo8,



Yaphank from our home seemed like & long journey in our 1929
Ford Model A.,Some ex the roads were without street sigms and
you could get Loet even trying to find Menorville in the day=:i
time,let alone after dark i Seems as there were about seven
trains tnat passed tnat clear and warm atternoon and evening,
Main Line to and from Greenport included 216,211,4211 and 4215,
wnile trains rrom Montauk via the Manorville Br. included tne
Passenger Extra "Montauk Fisn",All Pullman 15 and lastly 23.

Mom and I stood up on the four-wheeled baggage cart as 15
passed,the better t0 see wnat the parlor cars looked like in-
side,Uniortuneately I was not yet into copying engine numbers,
Bo I cﬁn only guess that all the Main Line trains nad G58 ,
wnile 15 no doubt was pulled by & K4 ,and tne "Fish" and 23
sported Ebs locomotives,

All westpounds had to slow down to grab Dad's K card oy MD,
( Medford).Tne next open block sta, was KO, (Ronkonxoma).

On many a& nice Sunday arternoon my Uncle Dave would take us
somewhere on tne Island ior a ride in nis big Packard. One
Sunday we were going along Division St. in Patchogue ana I
spied & PRR Gas Electric car on the asn pit siding next to the
turntable,.It réally looked "long"to me ror some reason, It had
to be either 4669 or 4670,a8 tney were both on the Babylon-
Patchogue "Scoot" at this time,

PRR leased Gas Car #4669 at Morris Park Shops
S/20/1934 Archive: Dave Keller

In 1936 both "gas cars" were replaced on tne "Scoot" by two
Pennsy class E3sd 4-4-2 locomotives,so0 the Pennsy got iis
equipment rental anyw&y[ '

PRR E3sd #4176 Richmond Hill Storage Yard
4/23/1939 Archive: Dave Keller

In late Spring or 1936 Dad "bid" in the block operators job
at Port Jetferson on tne Wading River Brancn and to his great
suprise he was-awarded it.We moved Irom Cutchogue to Port Jefr.
station in September.The move there would eitect tne rest or my
life as 1ar as career was concered.We lived almost opposite
tne Thomas Wilson & Co. lace mill,only a block from the"R.R.

We had & fuil view of 211 the trains from our back yard,I
was in 7th Heaven "!

We had liived in & town with only seven trains a day which
Were hours apart and suddenly tnere were 23 a day,running at
all hours during day and well into the nignt.__ "Fabolous" !
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My mom never dia get used to the "Theatre Train",( 600)
coming in at two minutes arter two { The first evening we
vere tnere I was out on tne front porch when train 650,the
"mail" train went east to Wading River,With the east wind
you could near "On Time Willie™ Pendleton,the hogger,whist-
1ing for all the crossings taru Mt. Sinai and Miiler Place.

First cnance T got I walked to Setauket on the track bec—
ause I was curious@s to wnat it wes like around the next
curve,In this case 1t took me the two and a haif miles to
Eﬂtﬁuket-ﬁﬂ there were seven curves,one after anntnerlj

Uhfurtuneateiy all this "heady sturf" came to a sudden
end wnen my mom died in late October.We gave up our rented
~house and I moved back to Cutchogue to live witn my sister,
while Dad got a room in the Linden House,close by nis joo.
During my 1937 summer vacation I got to visit witn Dad
for a week or two,0ne weekday when train 610 arrived at
eleven twenty three,Jimmy Harchnick,the rear brakeman on it
agked me if I wanted to take a ride to Wading River?
In 19357 1rom mid May to mid October several trains started '
and ended tneir runs out o1 Wading River,Tney were eastward
veekdays nos, 510,634'Sat. only and 650 ex Sat.Westward nos.
617 Sat only,621 ex Sat. Sundays and Holidays, east no.4606,
and west 4631,

Tne ride was about forty minutes ror tne eleven miles or so,
as the trains went no faster than thirty miles per nour &s the
the track by thie time needed many new ties.As all the trains
above layed up at Port Jefterson it was neccessary to back up
in one direction going to or from Wading River.

Miller Piace.rfirst sta. east ot "port" was just & snortv cin-
der platform,plus the unattended block MI and a blind end team
track.Rocky Point ,wnere most oY tne passengers got off or on,

Rocky Point Station-View W
1930 - (Osborne-Keller)

sported a wooden sta, builﬂinq_plua covered gsheds on either end.
Tnere was & veam track wnere Tnurber Lumber Co got cars orten.

Shoreham depot looking N -6/26/1918
Photo: LIRR valuation Archive: Dave Moirrison

9norenam had tne nicest depot east of "Port" witn a neat blue-
stone platiorm 2as well.Tne team track west of the sta, was used

] 1] .
to unload tank cars of road o0il ror the hignway dept.
11



Sadie Ropbinson had been the last agent here,nntil 1932
vhen it was closed down,.On naya when there were no paas—
engers east of Shorenam the trains going east would g0 mno
further,and then back the equipment to Port Jetf, yazd.

Wading River depot - View NE 9/06/1937
Photo: George Votava Archive: Dave Keller

Wading River was the last stop on the branch,about Iwo -

~ or three peﬁpiq usually got off there, In 1937 wnen I rode
the train tne two story depot was boarded up and badly in
need of éépair.fne pgént,nnca lived up over tne station,
pack in tne Twenties, After 1938,tne building was torn down
and most o1 the 1ﬁmber'want into building "Wivczar's Store "
nearby.

Thne wﬁe and water tank had peen removed in 1529 as well as
all trackage e:éept'the_ﬂgip and team track.Cars or seed pot-
atoes came in here in early spring ior tne nearby farms.

Backing up to Port Jeff,"Jimmy" let me blow tne warning
vhistle on the back up nose for 2ll tne grade crossings.We
also threw & lot oI rolled up newspapers oft along the way to
aummer'reaidenta who Iived near tne tracks and waved to us.

Wnen we got to Port Jert., my "joo" was to close all the
windows as well as put down tne “traps“ and close the side
doors,In those years all the ﬂma1n11ners",(cnacnea and com=-
bines),plus tne"P7Os” had_cinder gscreens on the windows dure
the summer mnntha.mhé "pings" never nad them.Wnat is & "main
liner"™ yaﬁ ask? ___ Cars that nad a clerstory roof such as
nou.333,619 or 832,etc.etc.

Many a Friday evening when I iived in Cutcnogue we drove
to Rivernead to shop as the stores would stay open late.As
soon as we got parked,I would run up Grirfin Avenue tO Tne
Railroad Station,hoping to pe in time to see the "Riverhead"
train come in at eignt ten.Most times no.266 was on time
with G5 no,35 and her combine and 5 "P70 coaches.In those days

Riverhead Station - RH Block Signals
View E 6/1933 Archive: Dave Keller

Riverhead had a working turntavle,two wvater plugs,water tank
end a nostler to clean tne fire and watch the engine over-
night and all day Sunaay when nos. 263 and 266 did not rum,

Riverhead water tank and crossing shanty
Turntable lead at the left - View NE 1940
Photo: Fred Weber Archive: Dave Morrison

The train always layed up opposite tne station on the
east end ot the passing siding, After tne locomotive was
turneﬂ,haﬁ ner tank filled and fire cleaned,she was coupled to
tne east end of tne train to heat 1t.In tne morning tne Crew
would put the éﬁgine on tne west end or the consist,

12



I have heard several times how tne train was "swept "
Seems aiter Manorville on no.266 the crew would open all tne
end doors and tne resultant blast of wind rignt tnru tne ent-
tire train woula clean out.all the dirt and papers by the time
they arrived in Calverton { Tnis seemed rather far-tetched as
in winter it would be & very chilling way to travel for tne
remaining four or five passengers,

Tne summer or 1936 I spent several weeks in Port Je:faruun
nelping Dad in the deput and again nad a ride to Wading River
on train 610.Since iate 1537 the Wwading River end of track had
been moved west three quarters or a mile to tne rormer site of

Wading River Station
Experimental Greenery ¢.1898

the old LIRR Experimental Farm.Seems the owners of the propert-
1ies irom tne "Farm" to Wading River terminal had given tue
rignt of way to the LIRR under the conaition tnat trains run
all year long.Since for tne last five years trains ran east of
"Port" only from mia May to mid October the courts finally
" ruled that the land the RR occupied east of the "Farm" would
revert pack to tne original owners,so the RR had no choice but
to remove their tracks from the "Farm" east.

The Pennsy gas electric Brill car had made its last run
between "Port"™ and Waaing River on June twenty fourth, 1933,
It was usually no.4742 or 4T44,both were similiar cars, The
U.S.Mail contract east or"Port 'was given up by the RR also
in June 1933%,.Wnen we first moved to "Port" in 1936,the short
spur that held the gas car just east or the sta.,as well as
tne gasoline pump tnat fed it were still to be seen,

On Sunday Octover ninth.1938,a rainy evening,my neice Flea
nor ana I rode the very last passenger train ever to leave
Waaing River to Port Jeff..The train ,no.4629 pecame 4631 aft-
er a one minute pause at "JF",(Port Jeff,),continuing on to
Jamacia, |

: Dgfing tne late winter and ear}y spring of 1939,engine no,
108,a locomotive crane witn it's coal tender and a string of
low LIRR gondolas based in "port",removed tne rails and a few
re-usable ties east of Port Jetterson.,Tne telegrapn poles bec=-
ame firewood while tne heavy concrete mileposts remained 1n
place.

No one in eastern Surrolk County will ever forget tne great
Hurricane of September twenty 11r5t 193B,Prnbab1y tne LIRR

woula have been just as well off wlthuut read on }
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There were problems galore just on tnree long routes into
Suffolk County alone,not to mention the rest or tne RR.
‘The equipment of train no. 9 was laying in Montauk yard wnen

Fort Pond, Montauk - View NW 1897
Photo: Harold B. Fullerton
Archive: Queensborough Library

the waters of Fort Pond Bay started to rise alarmingly in the
emall fishing village north ot the Railroad, an@uctnf Frank
Olsen waded into the rising water near tne train and helped a
number of nalf-drowned villagers up into the dry coacnes,Soon
after,0lsen nad the train pulled west far enougn on tne "fill"
past the upper yard so the Hurricane whipped waves were no long
er a threat .The crew and tneir "EHEEtE" waited out the storm
on the h1gher ground, No.5 had left earlier,just in time to gev
pass Napague near Milepost 109,wnere the tracks were washed out
for a good seven hundred feet or so,The Ocean proke thru the
dunes at tnat point.

Further west near the gama preserve whicn is apout a mile
vest of Quogue,train Eﬁ'vas derailed when a creek normally

hardly noticeable pecame swollen by the rush of water up irom
tne Soutn during tne heignt of the storm,and washed out about
a hundred feet of roadbed under tne track.Tne RPO car and Tiree:
Pennsy P70 coaches were strewn about at various angles ,al-
though none went over on their sides.To thise day,I have never
found out if tne locomotive made it over the washout witnout
derailing,.No doubt it was an E6 or K2.

No.20,"The Cannonball”,apparently was held up somewnere to
the west by elitner fallen trees or poles across the track,
otherwise she would have been first over tne “waaunut"' No.211
7 om tne Main Line had just made Soutnold depot when the
great storm hit the area at tnree ten p.m.Evidently the crew
were told to remain tnere,because when I made my wuy to tne
Soutnhold station arter the storm was over tne train was still
tnere at five thirty p.m., I wag attending Soutnold High Sehool
at tnat time and I will always have very vivid memories of tnat
memorable aiternoon ! Tne only person on the train was tne
fireman watchning his engine,G5 no.3l.

GSs #31 Morris Park 1948
Archive: Dave Keller

Two empty thirty three ton FGEX ice reefers had been blown
by tne over one hundred mile an hour wind {rom tne east end of
the team track nearly a tnousand feet.They ended up fetched
up against no.211's second express car,not mucn damage though.

14
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The Weaing River Branch had quite a few fallen trees here
and tnere Eut'nn wasnouts, Dad wes pulling tne four- wheeled
baggage wagon down tne station platrorm,loaded witn out-
going express for train no. 635,due due out of Porl Jeff, at
three tnirty six p.m..Before he reached tne express car tne
sky overhead became suddenly very dark,not witnstanding tne
already low cloud ceiling due to tne storm,looking up he
gaw tne entire large roof off of one of Loper Bros.Lumber
Co!'s nearby sheds fly over the train and land in a field about
five hundred feet to the northeast.On the way back to thne sta.
a8 large hunk of corrugated roof being propelled by the mignty
wind gusts,just missed him ,It was going end over end along the
platform.Probably it would have cut him in two if it had hit
nim{

Next morning I biked to Cutchogue depot and was rewarded
in seeing the first eastbound train since no.204 tne previous
day. Pennsy loco. no.4176,a class E3sd,was pulling a lone

"ping " combine full ot "gandy dancera™. They were clearing
tne rignt ox way nf_falien trees and downed telegrapn poles.

LIRR "ping' #1035 Jamaica c.1945
Photo: Ron Ziel Archive: Mike Boland

1538 was the year I discovered "Railroad Magazine " and
found npf there were otners ljke me who were Tond of "watch-
ing trains go by ".Tne Railfan movement was in its very beg-
inningﬂ .My only Christmas wish was that I get 2 camera to
take enginﬁrpicturea like the ones in the magazine.Santa
must have agreed witn me,as T found a brand new "Brownie "
127 size camera under the tree §

Patchogue ash pit Class E3sd #2985 4-4-2
Class E7s #9820 4-4-2

Mid-late 1930's - View NE

Photo: H. Reschke Archive: Mike Boalnd

~.The very firset locomotives I photographed were in Patchogue
on a Japuarj‘1939 Sunday arternoon, They were two Pennsy
class E3sd's nos,3149 and 4170 on the ash pit vrack.I also
snot PRR Edés 1600 leaving the.sta. on a westbound "Scoot",
but took it tocaoon to get a good clear photo. The 127 size .
- wasg much too Emall_fnr RR pictures,bﬁt the clarity of what _
you got was unbeatable ! My dad noticed that the camera size
wvas too small and presented me on my fourteentn birthday in
Marcn of 1939 with a Kodak 616 size Brownie box camera, I
was in the "big league " nny!
15



1939 meant tne grand opening of tne great New York World's
Fair in April.Dad and I usually went via Woodside instead of
Penn, Stva, as his annual LIRR pass was void on the famous
10 minutes-10 cenmts ™ MU shuttles between N.Y. end the Fair.

While awaiting & North Side Branch train at Woodside there
wag lots to look at.About every ten minutes & twelve car MU
"gnuttle” would zip taru non-stop.About seven sets or equip-
ment were used in tnis service ,all round root ecars and kept.
very clean and fresnly painted.The end windows or each car
had a "Trylon aﬁ@ Pariaphere“,(The fair's theme),painted on,

Ii you were lucky,once in & while a Special train off thne
PRR would pass thru,hauled by doudle-neaded PRR DDl electrics,
Tnese trains came Irom all over tne PRR,some from as far away
as Pittaburgh or beyond,.

In addition to all this tnere was tne normal LIRR trafric,
and overhead on tne El,tne frequent I.R.T. 2nd B.M.T. trains,
Tne wooden "gate" carg o1 tne I,R.T, via tne Queensboreo
Bridgg.mgja line came oif the Second Ave,El in Mannattan,

Tne B, M.T. ran its long-lived "Q" wooden cars Irom Queens
Plaza, The I.R.T, of course also ran ita steel equipment,

NYC & HRRE. 4-4-0 #999

NY World's Fairr 1939
Archive: Dave Keller

Dad and I probably made at least six visits to tne "Fair”
in botn 1939 and 1940,We usually visited tne wonaertul Rail-
road exnibit each time.Tne "Railroaas On Parade™ show we
gaw three times.Tne scene that we both enjoyed the most was
the one where engine 999 or tne New Yorx Central came roar-
ing acrugﬁﬁggﬂge whistle blowing ror tne crowd hanging around
the countryyrepresenting a scene up along the Hudson River.

We had never peen to Montauk,so one fine summer Sunday in
July we embarked from Jamacia on train no. l4,non-stop as far
Bay Snore,Il can still recall tnat K4 lieading our train taru
Mineoi and Westbury at a very hign rate or speed,probaply
close to 90! Dad nad his watch out and always maintained we
went trom Minela tower to Hicksville in 1ive minutes,which
ineluded slowing down 1or the snarp Hickaville curve!

At Hampton Bays no. 14 set out a PRR "R50"express reefer
containing milk cans ror Snerfield Farms bottling plant there.
Tven tnough there was no time allowed tror tnis ten minute de-
iay in tne scunedule,we went into Montauk on tne "advertised ",

We nad about two nours to see the "signts" or Montauk before
returning west on train no.7 at three rorty p.m.
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Once 14 nad backed its train out of the station we had a good
view or four K4s and the two or tnree E6s on the ashpit tracks,

K4s #5409 Montauk ash pit 1940
T. J. Sommer photo, Dave Keller archive

With my new 616 size box camera I very much wanted to get tnose
engines on film.Tnis was not to easily done as the grassy area
between tne engines and Eta. platrorm was swampy.Nevertheless

I sterted "clicking away .Fur the record tney were nns.1‘3T,
37?1,38?3 and 5238. Thne Eﬁa were hxddan nenlnd the K48 80 I
had to exip them, -

Regretfully I did not walk up te tnu "Upper Yard" wnere all
tne Pullman and Pennsy equtpMpnyﬂeuui&*nuﬂuﬁunrtn the distance,
We did see the rare PRR ?Parlur-cngth_ﬁsed on trains?27lapﬂ 26
- nearer the bunkhouse though, We had & snack at the Union News
Co. restuarant at the fisning pier.Boy,would I ‘like to live
that day again if they ever invent a time macqingt

Later that fall Dad and I rode the MP4l cars on & local
train from Jamaica to Brooklyn tnat made the ten local stops .

LIRR MP41 #1111 Rockaway Park Yard
1948 (Rugen-Huneke)

Morris Park 5/24/1946
Aerial view Archive: Dave Morrison

It was my first view or fabled Morris Park engine terminal
with it's great variety of steam power.Just about tne time you
really got absorbed in itv,a long row of ElﬂEE.DDIE on tne
track next to the Atlantic Brancn blocked your view! The entire
local service to Brooklyn would pe discontinued in November
ot 1939, Thne Atlantic Avenue Improvement of 1941-42 would need
space Ior the temporary running tracks so tne elevated struct-
ure rrom East New York to Atkins Avenue had -to be torn down.
From tnere east to Morris Park,Atlantic Ave. was closed to thru
traffic for autos also because of tne temporary tracks on the
edges ot the street. |

When in Brooklyn we alwaye ate in "Bickfords " as their hot
turkey sandwich with giblet gfavy,maaheﬂ potatoes and cranverry
sauce 1or twenty rive cents was not only a bargain but very =
good too ! Grabbing a window seat along Fiatbusn Avenue in
"Bickfords"in those days was a must,what with all the street
cars of various types running near and past the station, The
"PCC " cars on tne Seventh A?enuenwﬁre & pleasure to0 watch and
ride,almost noiseless !

Overnead,at least until 1940,ran tne Culver Line on the El,
witn 1t's wooden "gate" cars to Coney Island. We managed to
ride 1t before it was discontinued,aiong witn the Tnird Ave,
Branch with 1t's one car train.Tne 65th St. Terminal was
rignt over tne LIRR Bay Ridge Yard, ‘
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Living in Cutchogue in 1940 was indeed "rural",as mosi
people were farmers or wnrked on tnem.Pntatnes.Spruuts,
Cauliflower and beans were ﬁha qnief:prqduce shipped out,

T—— W
Lawibg Lng binad Casbfommr iz o - ¢ Riverhead team track cauliflower loading

colorized postcard ¢.1905

Unfortuneately by this time motor trucks had most of thne
other than Cauliflower shipments to the Metropolitan area.
Once in a while a reefer ﬁf “spuda“,{pntatnes),wnulﬂ leave
town for cities tfurther away.For this purpose several FGEX
reefers were kept at every Etatinn'frﬂm Calverton to South-
old during harvest season, |

Riverhead Produce reefer ice loading
1951 Photo: John Krause

.Enuﬁndlﬂ_and Riverhead both boasted Farmers Auction Blocks

~ and &ﬂfing-ﬂauliflnwpr season tney loaded many reetrers of

crated "flowers",L.I.Ice blew chipped ice on top or the crates
to keep them fresh Tor their long journeys to many paris of
the U.S.A. Wnen "flowers" were running heavy in tne fall tne
westbound freight rrom Greenport lert tnere after train 204
arrived around noon.In some years tnere was & "double-end"
freignt.In otner words, instead of an ¥,Bound frt. on Mon.,

Wed and ?ri. and a Westbound TuPa,Tﬁufﬂ and Sat.,there wus

a freignt bufh waga every day except Sundays. Some times

reefer e:tras vere Tun to help tne regular Treignta get over

‘the railroad so they would'nt "outlaw” , (work over sixteen
hours,tne legal limit),

Our local station agent,genial Jim Hand, had a fairly
nice job with only inbound PRR hoppers ot Antnarcite coal
or “rnai 0il" in UTLX tank cars for the highway dept.During
late-iinten and early spring reetrers arrived irom Maine

| with bags or Aroostook County seed potatoes ror the farmers,

He sold very. tew tickets and there were no commuters.,
Telegrams he handled plenty of as ne also was in charge of
Western Union for Peconic as well as Soutnold ana Cutcnogue.
The large number o1 summer residents on Peconic Bay seemed to
gend ana recieve & 10t or telegrams, '

3

Riverhead Cauliflower Cooperative
Archive: Bill Faller

Railway Exprees and L.C.L. were handled by truck from
Riverheaa inbound and outoound witn few exceptions.One being
"Bay man" Cnarlie Rice's weekly iced pox oI hard clama Dur-
ing months witn "R" in them barrells o: Oysters alED*\f loaded
on train 211 in the afternnon.
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From time to time I woula go to Port Jeiferson to visit
with_dad,mnatly when there were tnree or four day weekends
such as Thanksgiving,etc., etc.I always rode train 281 from
Cutchogue to Hicksville as tnis gave me & about an hour ana
a half Tor "train watching' there,before train 610 lert for
"Port" '

Port Jefferson station View NW

1938 Photo: George Christopher
Archive: Dave Keller

On cold mornings arriving at our depot,it was so grati-
tying to open the door to the waiting room and feel the
warmth of tnat big pot belly stove that most country depots
had at the time.A big metal plate near tne stovetop pro-
caimed it as model "Station Agent No.24".Tne LIRR 2180 usea
them in freignt houses and section houses.They gulpad "sort
coal” with & vengence and gsually showed tneir "thanks" by
gpewing out fragrant coal gas,making the Agent or Clerx
open both waiting room doors for a few minutes until fraan
air could clear tne smell nut‘

Port Jefferson Station Waiting Room
Photo/Archive; Dave Molrrison

Cutchogue was indeed "tiypical" or a country station.See
;f-you can recall these familiaer furnisnings} Tne tall time-
table rack with tables from every road you eyer neard ot in
tne country,plus Mexico and Canada,The two "fire pails " of
wvater on tneir wall shelf near the stove.Tne wvooden floor,
aiways tne color of old “shoe soles.The curved-back heavy oak
waiting room benches tnat really were fairly comtortable }
The chattering télegrapn Kkey at intervals,or the train dis-
patcners phone with its oda "sta, rings" signitying an "19"
order for a station down.tne line somewnere to copy.Tne
heavy wire cage over the ticket counter,etc. =

ik AL St. James Freight- Express House

"water closet’ - 8/25/1955
LIERR H10s #113 Freight westbound

Last, but not least tne air-conditioned "water Closet" loc-
ated a respectfull distance rrom the depot usually. Even
Higbie Avenue sta, had one rignt up to 1958 and that in the
c1ty limits! |

Just as I ﬁaswarming my self around the stove,tne crossing
bell would began ringing at Depot ILane annoucing +the imminent
arrival o my train to Hicksville. Engine 40 would be hauling
1t most every time I used train 281,C.F.Seaman was tne hogger,

and Ciitford Prince was the "relier engineer"; Cnarlie Noe,(

prundunced_ﬁnnﬂ;was regular Conductor while ILeo Hantz always

replaced him when tne "Fast Fnd Relief Cyew " were on 281,
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In those adays only the Greenport and Montauk train and engine
crews had about nine days off each month as they were Speed
Baueﬂfjnhs,vhila tne rest of tne passenger crews were all
“snort turneround jobs.That meant they could work tnree hundred
sixty five days,year in ana year out. Only from 1944 on vere
tne"short turnaround "men grantea & weeks yearly vacation,

"H1uing Zﬂlnw!a always sometning "special”" to me,Probably
a lot or the enjoyment was hearing the best descrived as
"organ type whistle " of engine 40, C.F.(Yeller),Seaman real-
ly layed tne whistle on for all the crossings,"two longs,tne
ghort and the final long",with that final blast ending with
& curtness only when tne engine pilot was on tne crossing |
Seaman had a lot or crossing mishaps over the years.
Among them a echool bus at Holorook and a flatbed truck of
live ducks at River road in Calverton,None of tnese were his
tfault by the way,s0 he nad a very good reason for all nis
"correct" and long crossing vhlatlingi
Faut timecon 28l's schedule called rfor rapid getaways
from the numeréus stops with appropriate "stack music”, Tne
timetable allowed only four minutee running time from Cut-
chogue to Mattituck for the nearly three miles,start to
etop.Yet,year 1n and out,the G58 maade tne time,time that
tne diesels havent been able to matcn yet!

Tne "gense o1 ursency ‘about tnat train really got to
you ir you were & frequent riader, You coula ‘set your clock
by tne trains out east those~ days ."On Time" meant just
wnat it said.With all tne stops train 214 had rrom Penn,
Station to Greenport,(and there were many),it was once rep-
orted tne fastest locel train in tne U.S. !

Mattituck Station valuation photo
- "K' Block Signal ¢.1921
4 Archive: Art Huneke

Two "sights " I could always count on seeing going into
Hicksville were Agents "Chubby" Gildersleeve at Mattituck,
ana Bob Walker at Deer Park, Both haa Station Agents caps
witn brass button unitorm coats,the same colior as train
crews, Tne PRR naa issued tne cap and jacket to all tne

agents around 1935 or so,but tney were the only ones I
ever noticed wearing them,
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chﬁﬁvlllgjwnere I detrainea from no.28l1 was a "railfans
pnradise"tnuae days. Watching the semapnore hLadahpnsit1nng

soon told you what train was going vwhere,Normally the blades
were kept _at_atnp,{hp_r_i:zqntgl]runless a train was due,

Water plug, Express House, Station
7/31/1937 Archive: Dave Keller

One aay I went up the two flignhts of wooden stairs tn'viait
towerman Enarlie Brown who owned the "first trick“ at 'Divide’
tower.There were about forty levers all toid and Cherlie related
now tne ones that controlled the crossover down by the express
house could be "murder " to pull after & snow storm,

Hickeville got quite & few cars oY ae%&‘putatﬂeu up to the
early fiftles as the village was surrondedprich black soil.Most
arrived in white and later orange MDT refrigerator cars with
charcoal heaters in the ice bunkers.,Potatoes coming rrom Maine
in iate winter or early epring would freeze otherwise.

| Hicksville had a wye,east 2na west water plugs,water tank,a
big team yard,freight house,express house,ma2il cranes,crossing
gates,a neat brick station and even hosted snowplow 191 for use
on the line to Pori Jerrerson.0tner plows were kept at Ronkonk=

oma,Greenport,and Speonk,

Russell Snow Plow #191
Hillside Yard 1934

If you wanted to see a mail carrier "earn his pay",any weekiw
ay at Hicksville was the placelAt rour-firty six p.m., train 635
would unload mail from it's RPO.As soon &8 tnat train cleared
the platform,he would run across to the eastbound mail crane
and hang a poucn tor non-stop no. 26 to Montauk.Tnat was at fi-
ve ten,at five thirteen train 5§ also from Montauk threw oit &

poucn a8 she went by non stop.

Hicksville mail crane pickup 8/1954
Archive: Emery SUNY-Stony Brook

Picking tnat up,he had to run back acrose to no,two track to
hang anotner pouch ior train 650 to Port Jerft,,2180 non stop,
ana due at five twenty. At five thirty rour no.2ll from Green-
pnrﬁ atopped to picx up and discharge mail.That done he had to
Jump in nia'"picx up truck™ and dash over to no,two track to
Reet train 214 to CGreenport witn more mail to load ana unlnad.

Ater taking that to the post office he coulad take 1t eaay
until he naa to meet no.64%5 at seven twenty two.
That summer I spent about a month in "Part" and aimost

wound up "grounaed" as they say nowaaays {
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I haa made Iriends witn tne new "day hostlier” and once 1in a
while wouid throw a switeh for the ash pit or water plug for
him,s0 he could stay up in the cab, One day he was spotting G5s
no. 22 at the plug and asked me ir I would like to ciimp up
tne tenuer la dder.,open tne manhcle covers,and pull tne plug
spout a#erﬂ{gx; L:}im.ﬂe would open the "T" water valve on tne
ground and A putting the water in no, 22's tank, which then

was 8 ﬂlovgtankf_pi_alaaa TOp82A,

e

LIRR tender Class: 70.P.82a -Oyster Bay
1940 with Penn Roman style lettering
(T. Sommer-Keller)

Well,all went off fine so far.As I was on my way back to the
depot I spotted Dad coming "lickety-split™ up thru tne yg;g_;
He had been informed by a retired railroadman living nearby,
wno nnd seen tne wnole perrﬂrmanca.ﬁnn wvas not pleased at all,
and my aaulntent hostler! u Job was abolished rignt tnen and
tnere {

%= LCL crate with an REA label 4/16/1943
~ = Archive: John Sandrowicz

That summer T learned to "write up" Railway Fxpress prepaid
and cniléct éhipmeﬁts.ﬂsually collects were not weighed at tne
shipping point ana we would guess at the weignts, Uﬁually by
litting tuem up atter & little practise,you would come within
a pound or two or their scale weignt, |

Tne LIRR had an agreement with REA that a certain amount of
ICL freight shipments would be included with the express.These
vere kept in tne treight nouse and "I was in charge" ot that,
keeping ﬁll'relateﬁ shipmente together and seeing the custom-
ers did'nt take someone else's goods by error.

Aieo in 1940,I gave my Kodak 616 Brpwnie a good workout,
photographing almost all the different G5s and H1Os that came
into "Port".At the same time I was copying the builders plate
data orf theulneqmutivés,plus getting the tenaers class and
number.Tnis brings us to tne "mystery of tender 18 ".During
that year visiting the difterent locomotive terminals I was
aple to account 1o0Tr ail tendéra nastzo to 50 except tnere was
no tenderlzﬁ.Sinca-tnere V&S never a'ﬂﬁlﬁn. la,vqy a class
T0pS2A ‘tender wign that no?

Tne.best guess is that tender 18 was sent nere by tne PRR
to pe Camelpack engine no,18's tender as an experiment.After
that engiﬁe was scranped in tne late twenties,tender 18 was
a spare.About that time more G58 were arriving,so tender 18
was matcned witn one 0 them,perhaps.one tnat came witnout

a tEl‘L'_ﬂ er,maKes sence.
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As & matter or record,here 18 tne "match-up " of tne G5's
and their tenders in 1940-41.

Engine No. 20 Tender No.26 *

7 27 #
22 32
23 . 18 =
24 22 *

28 20 #
26 41
27 50
28 58
29 24
%0 33
31 29
32 | 2%

33 28
34 34
35 32
26 47 :
37 3¢ * "jow" tender of

28 35 type T0p82A.

All others type
110 p82A or "hign®,

LIER tender class 110PS82a
Archive: Ron Zinn

Later on during the summer of 1950 on p.m. L.I.City
"swing time "b&tween trains I personally observed G5's
no.,s 36 and 44 on carfioats bound for a scrap yard
and both went with "low tanks",l did not get the no.s.
In Yebuary 1552 over at Morris Park one Sunday I
noticed G5 no, 27 ready for snipment to a'hcr&ppef;
She ai1so nad a low tank ,again T did not get the no.
Every time I saw engine 25 she always nad a low tank
and went to "scrap" with it arter November 1Y51. Tnis
lert nneflnw'tankttha 22,wnich was mated witn wrecker
197 at Holban Yard to become its coal and water supply
about that tfme.The remaining G5s now all had hign tanks
for the remainder of their service lives.
Apparently engines witn "low tanks" never were used to
Montauk,Greenport,Speonk or seldom to Port Jerferson,
Ovster Bay saw them more than any other terminal,
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Near the end of summer I caugnt a ride as a“guest“ur the
crew on the westbouna local freignt to Kings Parx from "Port",
Cabooes 45 rode smoothly efouesn even +tnough it still had arch
bar trucks at that time. Tne crew were as tollows:Engineer
"Hen" Tozier;Fireman "Willy" Scanlon; "Russ" Mann,heaa braxe;
"Jimmy"Harnh1cE,Pin puller; "Cowboy" Wiltgen,Flagman and Henry

Krantz ,Conductor, |

Caboose 45 - Holban Yard ¢.1948
Archive: Dave Keller

Daed was otf Sunaays and we always managed vo take a train
trip orff Long Island witnout going to tne same place twice,
Dad would send tor "trip Pasces"on otner Lines ror him and I
and we traveled to Port Jervis on the Erie,Scranton on the
D.L.& W,Allentown on the Lehigh Valley,New London on tne New
Haven,etc,etc. He had an "entire System" pass on the PRR }au
ve went to Trenton or Philadelphia some times too.Two lines

ve missed were tne N,Y.0.&W. and tne PRR "Bel- Del"Branch.

Usually arter one oY there all day Sundﬁy trips I was
"snipped" pback to Cutchogue on train 4214, During most monthns
it would pe dark arter Pinelawn and the ride sometimes Seem-
ed "endless".Tnose PTO coaches rode better than the "Pings"
and "mainliners",but tney aid'nt have six wneel trucks
eitner)

Those Kerosene piatfurm lignts tnat dimly lit sucn "vig
stasg," ag Pine Aire,HRolbrook,Aquebogue ana Laurel,l never aid
find who 1it tnem as none ot those stations had clerxs,Yet
snow or pouring rain they would always be aglnw!

Engineman "Mike" Brown was the regular man on 4214 with
his "38".He had his own style ot crossing whistling and even
at some aistance rrom the railroad wnen ne "blew" you xmew iv
wag "Mike" ! Welter Hudson,tne Conductor was the essence of
-neatneaa.waltef gshould nave been "Captain" on tneh“Ernadway“!

Apout this time Herbert Dﬁ'Russul ot Islip founded a fan
club with tne name "Long Islanﬁ'ﬁailrnaderalcluﬁ " . Apparently
tnere were about a dozen members and tney did run at least one
"fantrip" to Morris Park Shops in 1941, My guess is tne club

broke up because or World War Two,between the photography
restrictions around railroads ana the members going in ine
gservices. Tne next fan club basea on Long Island would be the

Long Island Sunrise Trail -NRHS
30 years logo

"Sunrise Trails Chapter " of the N.R.H.S. ,founded by Ron

Ziel and friends in tne mid 1960s,
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Bj now my "Watcning Trains Go By" had become tne incur-
able infection known as "Railfanitis"” and to this date no
cure nas peen found {

1941 would turn out to be tne most interesting year ever
in Port Jafferﬂnn Tor "dirterent wneel arrangements ".As soon
g the . powers that be 1n Jamaica assurqd themselves tnat a
K4 would make it around the west leg of tne wye in "Port"
witnout derailing,( for tne weast leg is much sharper tnan the
east leg),they dispatcned the 1lst K4 ever to run on thne Branch,

She wae no. 3843,non-stoker or course and her summer chores
would be morning no.621 and evening 654. Every afternoon tne
section men would grease the rails on the west leg in ad-
vance @f no., 654,but she never derailed or did any otnerK4,
long after they ceased to grease that wye!

Pennsy H9 no.3468 turned up many times on tne freigut.Ry
tnis time "Futura " or "Sans serif" lettering and numbers had
replaced standard ' block tvpe’of same on engines and tenaers on
most PRR power and some LIRR cars and locomotives as well.,

K28 sucn as no.l4538 also made their "debute" into "port"
tnat summer.Train 610 and returning on train 6%1,turned up the
biggest variety of Eo's ever seen on thne line Fucn as nos,
169,53%0,1287 and %209,Never again were that class seen in "Port”

in suen perruainn!

Tnere were more suprises.CUne morning train 604 came in minus
her express car.Evidently tne move irom PXT nad arrived too
late in Jamacia to add on to 604 at tne station.About ten a,m.
aiong came class G53s8d no.142 witn tne tardy express caf.uf
course Bne had aiso set oif the Huntington car as well, I got a

good shot of ner at tne sta,,rode down t00,I recall she nad a

pascenger wnistle liixe & G5,

G53sd #144 at Morris Park Shops ¢.1938
Archive: Dave Keller

The last weex in August anotner G5%sd,no. l46,stayed ror a
couple of dayes. Her train consisted or a locomotive crane wiml
and several"LIRR "4-Ray" gray huppess in the 40000V series MW nes,
They were cleaning up tne ashes thst accumlated over tne year
at the ash pit.At that time cinder ballast was standard on most
ot the RR., No. 146 had a "banshee" whistle common to tne H1lOs,
Hés and C51 engines,

Wnen the operator's desk in tne sta., bay window was'nt being
uged I'd listen in on the Dispatcher's wire,The block atﬁianﬂ

towers would "OS" the trains by thneir place and form 19'%rain

ordoers
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‘would be given out,two or three per nour usually.Once in awnile
vhen Dad was buey elsewhere,I would sell a ticket,Those 1941
fares T will always remember: Port Jett to Penn Sta, was $1.47

and the "Monthly to KY" was £17.33 ! Hany timaa I answered tne
Bell telephone to tell folks train ;nfurmgtinn too,.

Around Labor Day Dad and I rode the Rockaway Park and Far -
Rockaway Brancheeg. My only memories oY those linesvere the
remﬁining wﬂq&en water tank on the north side of tne track at
Rockaway Park,wnile botn pranches along the peninsula part

Rockaway Park - Water tank
1901 Photo: Harold B. Fullerton
Archive: Queens Library

were undergoing mucn heavy construction work due vo the 1341-
42 Grade Crossing Eiimination Program.Coming pack into Flat-
bush Avenue sta, we were routed into the "EX" yard,probabply
on track 9 or 10,Regular opsration ﬁictated tnat passenger-
narr?ing tr&1n5 use unly tracks one to E&ren 1nc1uﬂivu£
On Saturdays and Sundaxs the "Syosset™ and "Smitntown"
Club cars dia not operate ana you could find tnem coupled
tngétner on tne east end ot tne freight track in "Fort",
"Syosset" was of course the former P70 cnair car 516,while
"Smithtown" hed & bit more history.Built in 1906 as a class
P58 coach,the very first LIRR steel "steam gervice" car,
Numbered 1401 at tiret,tnen 1451,to vacate tne 1400 no.s ror
new MP54 cars arriving,it was coverted to a club car about
1925,.Thne "Smithtown" c¢lub members merged witn the "Syosset"
group in 1942 and "Smitatown" hed it's wicker chairs facing
tne aisle feplnneﬂ by walk-over seating coacn seats, beling
-rEnuﬁnered 179 at tn§t time, '

"SMITHTOWN" Private Club Car
Morris Park Yard - 5/1940
Archive: Dave Keller

Tne "Smitntown" car operated west on train 621's east
enﬁinperaj:ed east nﬂgast end oi train 650,being operated
from May to October only. "Syosset™ operated west on train
621's ﬁbét end and coming east 1n the evening on train 652's
west end, This car ran all year.,Both cars nad’ porters,The
aaré were leased to the two groups by the year 10r & spec-
ified amount.Ciub members nad to pay their iares t0 ride
in the cars alen. . .

After "Pearl Hﬂrbur Day",the LIER began to gird ror thne
war effort.Tne Camp Upton Branch was rebuilt on it's former
1917-15 alinément from tne main track up into tne Camp.A%
tne Camp ifself ﬁhera vere only two long warenouse tracks,
nothing like the huge rreignt yards and passenger platiorms
ot Worid War 1. T
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in the Tirst world war,thousands o1 i1reignt cars of build-
ing materials,coal and foodstuffs were handled there and tne RR
kept & class D16sb engine as a yard switcher witn it's own
crew tnere to switch the many sidings.It was known as tne "Camp
Job",
Camp Upton - Center island station platform

with small square ticket office
1917 (Bayles-Keller)

+|‘|...

. 3-;- :‘_ j‘;_ ‘;-_—

TATION CAMP UPTON NY

Almost daily in the Second World War tne LIRR ran a "draftee
" train out to the Camp with New York City area men.The cpnaiﬂt
usually ves tén 6i twelve PRR 6900 series cars with wooden-slat
aeata;Tneﬁe were ex Pullman'"héavyweignt“ open platiorm sleeper
-ﬂbser?afinn cars converted by the PRR to coacnes during 1941-
42.A couple ui'vertical pars and safety chains vere added on
tne observation end ror passage between two cars wnenever tne
"plattorms”™ ﬂETEEﬁ]acent I saw this consist gaing west at'H1cka_
sville a couple of times in 1942-43, ' '
When the bagsic training was over,Troop Trains or "Mainas"
as they Hére called hften,were sent eagt empty composed of
Puliman gleepers or Tourist sleepers along witn one or two
"kitchen cars" interspersed among tn&m:Kitchen C&réivere
elther Baggage-Express cars of various RRe or tne Pullman-
built "box-like" cars built at this time by the hundreds.
"CU" cabin,a bliock sta,, was establisned on tne main
track ﬁétieen the new east and west legs oI the Camp Upton
Br.,along witn a water tank and plug.Train 205 usually stop-
ved at Hay Road bridge about a mile west ot "CU" to board
small detatchments ot outbound troops.The rear P70 was res-
erved for this daily except Sunday stop.In adadition small
groups ot men were pussed to Patchogue whicn had almost
hourly service westoound 1n those years.,Lido Beacn Fotel
on tne Ocean east.of Long Beach was used oy tne Navy to
house a large numper of Sailors,.Once in a while a "Main"
train would taxe 10 Pullmans or 80 to Long Beach ,pulled
by & class H6eb Z2-8-0 for Eteum heat to pick up large cOn=-
tingentvstc of men,

The Merchant Marine Academy in Great Neck,(¥Xings
Point), had hundreds oi cadets <that used train 381 on
Friday evenings.This train maae Penn Sta the next stop
after leaving Great Neck,.Tnat westbound platrorm would be-

"eolid" with cadets when we pulled up out or the pocket

track!
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Just as I was nearing tne east portal ot tune East New Tunnel a
LIRR unitormed cop appeared from behind a coal hopper on & near-’
by siding and informed me that my presence on tne LIRR was def-
initely was not needed at tnis point and ttmé!I_shnwnd him my
trip pass and told him that I wanted to learn more about thﬁ
RR in hopes 1t would help me later om 1in getting a RR jop.Still
he said "no",so0 I found my way invo the public street and walk-
ed to the Hesf portal or tne tunnel at Fast New York Avenue.
Yes,tnere HEE anutner RR policeman,guard house ana all,rignt
on the unuseﬁ hlgh passenger platrorm 1

REX train of all REA and/or baggage cars.
RS3 #1556, #1552 Montauk 5/05/1963
Archive: Dave Keller

Note: IIlustrates the service 20 years later

Railway Express Agency was expanding by leaps and bounds to
all Lnng'Igl&nd pointe by the fall or 1942.Long delays vere
becoming cpmmnn on passenger traina that carried express CArs
in tneir consist,Very early in 1943 the RR establisned "REX"
trains to Port Jerf,;Greenport and Montauk tnat carried all
tne express cars and a "rider" car tor tne crew,

Ainng witn tneew and tne additional trains addea t0 the air=-
plane factariea,mﬂra motive pOWer was n&uly needed to keep tne
RR humm1ng.The tollowing class K PRR engines were leased:Nos,
7149,7793,6091,8232 and 8659, K2 no.3570 was also added .Two
class K48 we saw & 10t on the RR at this time were nos,3805
ana 5409.

Tne Montauk "REFX™ had solia cars for Bay Shore and Patcn-
ogue and a working "messinger"”,(manned,, car Sayville on out.
Thne Greenport "REX" had a solid car for Riverhead and a work-
ing car with méésing&r FParmingdale to Greenport.Tne Port Jert,
"REX" was more complicated witn solid cars tor Farmingdale,
Grumman's wafénuuse siding,Huntington and a working messinger
car Westbury to Port Jerterson.Tnis job went out the Main Line
to "PW" and turned on the wye at tnat place.Feaaced weat it set
otfT tne Farmingdale ana Grumman cars on tne way to Hicksville.
Heaaea east around tne wye tnere,it proceeded to "Port",setting
off tnhe Huntington car enroute.Coming west this job picked up
the Huntington car,while tne Greenport "REX" grubbed tne Farme-
ingaale and Grumman'cars.ﬂnﬂtly "ping" combines were used Ior
rider cars,but once in awnile PRR PB TO combimes showed up.

Thne Montauk REX always had a K2 or K3,vhile tne Greenport one
usually had E6 1179.Tne Pért Jeff,was pulled by that little
"racehorse”,the class E%sd no.2999.
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Security was beefed up at tne L.I.City tunnel portalsocof
Iines No.l and 3,but for some reason there were no guerd
shacks at the portals of Lines 2 and 4.These were manned by
Army soldiers with riflea Tne Shinnecock Canal bridge ana
Manhasset Viaduct were also patrolled by Eﬂldierﬂ. LIRR men
from it's police dept. guarded both ends of the East New York
tunnel on tne Bay Ridge Br.

K4 Trestle Shimmecock Canal
6/21/1931 LIRR valuation photo
Archive: Dave Keller

Atlantic Ave., East New York 1924
Photo: James V. Osborne
Archive: Dave Keller

At Pennsylvania Station huge flood gates were installed at
the wvest end of the East River tunnels near the station,as
well as at tne Tenth Avenue portal or the Hudson River tunn-
els,In case sabatage would somehow blast out the casing and
concrete of any or tne tunnels under either river,tne water

would gush into tne tunnel hole and flood tne tracks and
platforms of Penn. Sta.The track in tne sta. is nine Ieet
below river, or sea lelel, If that huppened,the wnole complex
would be useless in thia time o1 great need i

During 1942 a great new aluminum plant H;a buiit on the
Montauk Br, at Maspeth by tne "Defense Piant Corp",a U.S.
government wartime agency.Maspeth yard was greatly enlarge=-
d and a water tank and plug built at.it's east end.All this
preparation was for naught fnr_sﬂme reaﬁun,aa‘thp big plant
never went into operation !_

Blissville engine terminal was established to save dead-
heading steam locomotives back to Morris Park irom tne L,I,
City and Bushwick area to get coel and sand,plus their rires
cleaned, The former IL.I.City Blissville engine nouse,not too
far rrom tnis site,had been abolished in 1929.

Grumman and Republic stops were opened ior tne g1ant new
aircraft assembly plants at those locations.Shortly a new
pupblic fimemable form snowing the greatly increased service
t0 tnese two stations came out.Long trains of war workers
1ncluding-m&ny "Rosie The Riveters” came east 1n the morning
to botn Repurlic and Grumman,returning aiter six in the early
eveniug.ﬁd&itiunﬁlly,regular Greenport,Ronkonkoma and Speonk
trains had stops added to serve people rrom Suffolk County
points working: ‘tne aircratt plants.

I found out about "Security" on tne Bay Ridge Br.one August
Sunday in 1942 } I had walked tne_Buspwict and botn ende oY
the Evergreen Brancnes anda encoureged by not meeting any

"resistance” started to walk towards Bay Riage at Cooper Ave.

Jet. on unused and out or service track no. four,
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Montauk was tne site or a hastily constructed Navy Torpedo
Base tor supplying Submarines prowling the nearby Atlantic
Coastal waters,Fort Pond Bays déep wvater was made to order as
they were protected from storms on three sides.Apout a mile
west a2t the very beginnings of the Hither Hills tney also
built & Navy Seaplane Base with a big hanger along the RR.

Tne Navy took over tne LIRR station for an office,along
with tne two long sta. pilatform tracks,(but not tne vwo sta.
platforms which were torn up), being lined wirh Navy ware-
houses. What was left of the little fishing village notth
of the RR was torn down,also becoming part of the base.The
wnole complex was surronded by a high wire fence complete
with manned guard towers,

For 1t's part the LIRR hed to build a new yard south of
the one it haﬂlbean'using since 1927,.A brand new depot was
built,very much like the one vacated., The wye remained in
place,but the freight and express house and water tank
were moved to tne new location.Using sand and gravel from
a nearby hill,the LIRR filled in tne swampy ground where
tne present yard is now.All this was accomplished during

Montauk Station (3rd) and Freight House
View NE 1942 - Archive: Art Huneke

the winter oi 1942-43, Never again would the picturesque
little tishing village and railroad yard be tne same.Tne

*upper" or Pullman" yard would no longer be needed,there

was ample room in the new "set up"'

Fishermen timetable -Montauk 1933 Archive: Art Huneke
‘Eﬁ?lﬂnglﬂhﬂd iyt

EAIL ROAD

Fl shermen
Attention!

Low Fare Excursions

MONTAUK
__ w8150+

........

___D;__r,—_;_ Montauk fishing pier c.1940
===~ Montauk Library -Dave Edwardes Collection

Tne Montauk "Fishermans Special™ did not run atrter the

end of rishing season in 1941 due to tne Nazi sub menace not
to far oxf shore after Pearl Harhnr.leewlae,tha pnpular
Sunday and Holiday Greenpurt and Montauk Excursion Trains
that were inaugurated in tne summer nr 1539 were also can-
celled.Tne Mnntaux one made Pann,Sta.,Jamacla and express to
Montauk.Tnere the une day tr1pper: coula take the steamer
from tne RR fishing dock to New Lonaon,Conn. &nd return, all
for tna price o1 less tnan'tnree dollars,quite a pargain |

Tne Greenpnrt Fxcursion also came out of Penn, Sta,,s8top=-
ping at Jamacia ana tnen express to Mattituck,Greenport tne
next stvop.There was about a geven hour stay in Greenport,and
many went to Shelter Island for the day to explore that beaut=
i1tul place.Tne tare was eheaperxfnan the Hnntaux trip and TIcKETS

were only good returning on tne excurs1nna,never on trains in
the timetable,
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Soon after the Lavor Day weekend all Pullman Parlor Car ser-
vice to botn Montauk and Greenport ended for tna_Whrs‘durntinn._
The "Sunrise Special",trains 18 and 19,never were resumed afte—
r thet Sept. Tne PRR Dining Car on Sat,no,12 and Mom, no, 21
had already made it's last trip in Sept. 1941,as well as the
PRR "Parlor Coach" on trains 26 and 27,

Tne Far Rockaway and Rocxkaway Parx Branch grade'¢rnsaing eli-
minations were both opened late in 1942,rollowed by the Atlan=-
tic Avenue tunnel opening from Morris Park to Fast New York.

Hempstead Station - View N 1940
Archive: Gary Weinstein

In Hempstead the brick ata. wvas moved Heat three blocks and

a2 \new layup yard built west of it. During ‘commuter train hnurﬂ
the streets of Jackson andlﬂnlumbln vere being blocked for long
minutes and tying up trartic badly.It was a big improvement all-
around .Over at West Hempstead a new express and freight house
and greafly enlargéd"team y&rd"were built to replace what_HHmp—_
steud had lost due to the station relocation,

' By now photography around Railroads was frowned on to say
the least,due to "tne War",and my "616 size " box camera was
gathering dust on top n:ﬁnur,pianu.l had a few more "framesg"
on the roil in the camera,so the Saturaay berore Faster I

5 rﬁﬁﬁ tne Sunrise Coacn Lines bus to Gfﬁﬂnport.E?an ir it was

1943,tnere was one picture I had to getl
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Research: Robert Emery Archive: Brad Phillips

¥Wnat T haa in mind ;iéTtn tixe.n pnoto or two oY the.
lower ﬂuadrant semaphure at Iiitn at., crossing.The signal
wasg ior street trartic crnssing the RR,not the KRR over thne
street as is normally the case,It was hand-operated from
tourth street crossing by means or a big lever tnere.Wires
on foot hign poles connected the lever witn the signal.

- Wnen the semaphore was in “Etpp ,or raigsed position,it dis-
plajeﬁ the red blade with big letters "STUOP™ for cars and
pedestrians ,There was also & crossing bell,the hostler was
in cnarée ot the lever for scneduled trains,but swiiching
moves became the train crews turn to man tne lever,

Wnat I planned to do was to get tne “Greenport Baggage"
or REX train coming over the street witn the signal at Etap,
gso there I was waiting and about ten fi:teen T heard whistiNG
tor Silver Rrook road up arouna tne curve to tne west,
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I recognized the whistle of PRR F6 1179 that was on tne
"REX" most of the time.As tne train was almost to the cross=
ing I noticed that it was going to stop rignt on it!"Wuat
luck,I tnougnt",as I raised tne camera to "snap it",.,The Con-
ductor,who happened to be riding tne engine,slid down the
handreils and ran over to me!

In no uncertain terms he yelled at me "not to take any pic=-
tures around the RR and to get out of there"! With tnat,ne
got bacgnqn the engine and they prncée&eq into the ststion,
AE:F parting gesture,ne shook his fist at me from tnq_cgh:

Tne Eigﬁal arm dropped out of sight in it's shield and I
never ﬂiﬂ gEt the picture.I also fnrgut all about taking any
more RR pnntua in Greenport tnat day,or other places for many"
days to cnme'In later d&yq 1 wprted with that man in Patch-
ogue and he dia'nt recall the incident when I brought it up.

Well,iz I cnuldfnt‘taxe.any photos,there were no restrictions
on "just plain looking ".About two aays later I gﬁt up at thnree
tnirty a.m. ana waiked tne two and a nair miles irom the house
tﬁ'ﬂutcnﬁgue depot to "catcn"™ train 263 due at four firty or s¢,
(263 was tne Iormer"ﬂivernead tra1n9 extended to Greenport so %
defense plant workers frum "out east" could conmute t0 Repubplic
and Grumman.Gesoline und tires were mighty hard to come by at
tnis timef - J '

I pu;qp@spg a cash iare from Conductor Pete Picozzi to L.I.
City,as I alﬁays wanted to ride tne Montauk Eranch irom Jam- .
aica west.No0.263 and a solitary Oyster Bay Br. train were the
Oonly westbounde over thie line in the a.m..

After making almost every stop as tar as New Hyde Parx we
arrivea in Jamacia behind our G5.Being used to the fast but:
monotonous ride from Jamacia to New York via Forest Hills,etc,
and seeing mostly apartment houses,tne Montauk Br. to L.I.City
wvas anything but boring to me.In order as I saw them tnat .morn-

ing,here are tne sichts:

—=-t..,_ Morris Park tmntable - View NE 11/1946
IP" o~ " = Photo: NY Daily News Archive: Ron Zinn

" The "overview" of Morris Park shops and various yarde that
cnuld not be sFren irom the main line.Forest Park, 1nnk1ng like |
- sometning tnat belonged in eastern Nassanu Euunt3.1nstea& or in
tne neart of Queens,surronded in all directions by huus1ng} i
" Many =factoried Glendale along witn it's Atvias Terminal,
that haa 1t's own small variety of diesel locom,over tne years,
Around the long curve ta Fresh Pond witn the Wew York Connect-
iNG -
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Bridge #3S built in 1916 Pond Tower - Vlew W 1968
Photo/Archive: Steve Lynch 6/2000

RR's pig giraer briage over the LIRR.WoodenB.M.T."gate" cars
crossing over us on their own bridge,bound ror Park Row Term-
inal in Manhattan via the Myrtle Ave,Fl."

H10s #107 freight at Mt. Olivet
¢.1937 (Reschke-Keller)

" Down Ht.ﬂli?et_gradé'paaéing Weibuiit Stove Co's Flushing
Ave., factory witnh it's ever present odor dfﬁkernaena'hurning
Etﬂ?EE"E?En noticeable inside passing trains,"0livet" signal
tower cﬂntrnlling ‘the trolley semapnores ang derails on Flusn-
Aves trolley line, "

" Haberman,w1tn it's turn of the century ola brick iactory
buildings,tnen Phelps Dodge copper refining complex,truly a
"heavy inﬂuatry wvitn all kinds or fascinating shaped build-
ings pnur;ngﬂuut steam and smoxe everywnere.Tney even had -
tneir own narrow gauge railroad gquippe&_vitn small four
wneel flat cars to move tne copper slabe on around tne plant,"

"Penny Bridge and tne large Standard Oil Co.refinery
on botn snores of Newtown Creek. Tank cars being filled
witn various petroleum products,wny Stanaard 0il even nad it's
own private grade crossing,gates and all ,manned by the
o1l co's Hatcnmeng o |

"BS'" Bliss Tower on 8/12/1959
Archive: Jefl Erlitz

" Just berore"Bliss" wooden tower,with it's winuing atairu.
was Van Taerstine rendering plant 'noted tor 1ta fragrancy
in the areazﬂere fats,gristle and bones were "cooxed" to maxe
"inedidble™ tallows ana greases.Tney even had their own
_tank car fleet of apbout ten cars,(VICX).For steam wnistle fans

‘tne plant nad ome that sounded lixe the CNJ's heavy Pacirics.”

Montauk Cutoff tracks center view E
Yard A at upper left - 1956

"Tne Montauk Cut-OFF going upgrade to tne right on it*s way
to Yard A,and normally. "ireight service unly ,and boasting ot
"liett nanded running” .Bloch and Guggenneimers pickle and saure=
kraut canning plant that also boasted or it's own,but small
fleet oI Pickle Tank cars.(BAGX)."

Dutch Kills Swingbridge 1986
Photo/Archive: Frank Fiore

"Dutcn Kills swing-type drawbridge over that narrow waterway
travelled mainly oy sand and gravel parges that barely fit tare
the opening. "M" cabpin on the Cut 0ff witn it's bascule type
1iTt bridge over tne same waterway.oniy a couple nundred ieet
nortn or tne Montauk Rr, bridge." |

"Then on the rignt "Wneelspur Yard" created in 1938-39 to
handle "overtlow" traffic from Sunnyside Yard,expected be-
cause nf the tortncoming New York Worlds Pair.Tnis site was
originally the LIFR's main passenger car yard when L.I.City
was the road's main 11:3.1-11':{;-.1.; Opposite along here wewre the
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large roundhouses,ana Jlocomotive servicing tacilities wnen

L.I.City was "King? In 1939 the moaern "New York City Live

Poultry Terminal™ was built on the site., Usually tnere would
be Palace Poultry Cars in tneir siding;IPPKK)."

- LI City Passenger Yard - View W ¢.1940

" Finally,after passing Fppingger and Russell's large creosote
‘works on tne lert we entered tne thg Islena City passenger
yard,used mainly arter 1933 to store LIRR equipment during the
day.Fquipment tnat was nanﬂleﬂ to and from Penn Sta. by tne
DD1 electric lunnmntlvea.C1aal ¢51 0-8-0 switchers worked this
yard and tne "Wneelspur Yarﬂ" ﬂﬁrthiﬂ time,L.I.City passenger
sta.,or wnat remained of it wasVpy car maintenance fbrcea,under
capable Freddie Loeb uhn ran & very Efficient terminal.
Passenger anum1tien consisted oi two c1nder platiorme with

-out a roof at tniu time.I walked over to tne Vernon Ave, Brid-
ge wnich was open to water trartic rather orten,Finally get-
ting ecross to Greenpoint on the otnher side o1 Fewtown Creek,
I boarded a “Greenpninf " jine ancienttrolley tnat would taxe

- me to the Boro Hall section in downtown Brooklyn.Thi® line
crossed tne Brooklyn Fastern District Terminal RR at several
places in Williemsourgn. All were on Kent Ave.and had crossing
gates wi‘t_h watcnmen,

My graduation from Mattituck Righ Scnool would be coming
up i1n late June and I wanted to worx for the LIRR 1n tne sta,
dept. as they were putting on an extra clerk 1in Port Jett,
for tne summer and propaply the job would go t0o & new man
as no one rrom tne "west ena" could get there early enough
by train in tne 2,m..Dad would not hear of it ana talked me
into going 1into train'uervica as T could make more moneye.

LONG ISTAND R R STATION

TAMAICA L1

Jamaica Station ¢.1945

Time soon went by and I found myself,diploma included,
on tne thnird floor of Jamacia station one morning 1in mid=-
July.It was tne cniet clerk to the Trainmasters orfice,pre-
gided over by Charlie Roth.After the usual questions he added,
"gan you work seven days & week?", |
"] guess so",I replied,he iaugned and gent me to the doct-
or's oftice tor & "pnysicaljwhien I got tnru tine.Cnarlie
tnen gave me & "temporary Pasa" between Port Jetf, and Jam=
jcia and told me to report next morning at nine a.m.to tne
big room on the tirth rloor to "Tnstructor" W.T.Rodgers.,I
ana about fitteen others would be"going to trainmans school"
for a week learning to be railroaders and getting paid ftor
it tun! |
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