As Chrietmas approacned +he LIRR seemed to have & shortage of it's own
baggace /express cars and our Huntington "set-off car" could be from the
PRR,M.P..SAL,ete.,quite often.One Monday it was &an PRR "R50" express rel-
rigerator,*he very same kind that ured to haul milk cens to Patchogue and
Fampton Bays before WW 11! Sometimes ex LIRR combines coverted to bagrage
cars such as 621 or 62% we set off at Huntington.Tuscan red LIRR cars were
now down to just three,nos.720,738 and T749.A11 remaining pre 1955 MU and
diesel eguipment was now Mr.Goodfellow's favorite color,gray. RPO 749
would be the absolute last red car in service by the end of next year and
went to the scrappers in very faded tuscan red with her no.barely readahle!

One Febuary morning going out on train 606,as we walked down the Jam-
aica sta, platform to see what the express meseingef had for various stas.,
we noticed aJEtrangE-lnnking car on the head end.Apparently fresh out of the
paint shop it bore no.7750 and was lettered fror the LIRR. Tt had six-wheel
trucks and new electric merkers, Careful,intensive observation revealed the
Eﬂ.lEEhanﬂ "Western Marvlend" visible under the new erey paint.Seems the
LIRR had btought the car in late December.

Former FRR "sleeper" Beltast was now rebuilt and in service as tne club
car "Oyster Bay",while ex "sleeper" J. Findlay Wilson would become the

Club Car #2002 Oyster Bay Club Car #828 South Shore
Oyster Bay yard 1/03/1959 (Votava-Keller)
(Votava-Keller)
"South Shore" club in Merch.Both now were equipped with undercar diesels

tor lights and AC, Three tormer club ears,nos.811,816 and 828 ,soon app-
eared,along with numerous MU trailers in a scrap line in Holban Yard.

It was beginning to lock like 1958,while the steam engines were gone,
would turn out to be an interesting year tor "second-hand" equipment,much
of it naving six wheel trucks tﬂﬂt Anotner winter morning we were riding
"the shove" down to train 606 in Richmond Hill yard when I noticed six
NYC "heavyweignt" six wheel truck cars on track twelve with "steam" ocozing
out of the steam trave and many other places besides.,more interesting cars!

Originally parlor cers,the NYC had conver*ed them to coaches during Ww II.
Tn about & week,after the LIRR had removed the diaphrams,painted out "New
York Central",and their ftormer nos,,the gix coaches vere ready for service.
Their new noe. were 7500-7505 inrlusive. A week or two later in "Port", one
morning while walking thru train 605 putting the lights on wam- ] came upon
one of these ex "Central cars,as they seon became known as.

Seems that 605 was to have three of these cars and P70 820 as it's reg-
Ular’%ﬁkﬁiupﬂbﬁiﬁﬂﬁ?head end,followed by five 2900 series on the rear.The
otrer +three "Central cars" were on the "Cannonball" witn P70s on either end.
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"Boy!",3id our early bird commuters love those comfortable reclining
seats.Many of them,in order to get our train out of "Port" at five eight a,m,
nad to get up at "4 or before",As soon as we punched their ticket they would
ro to sleep,not waking until we velled "Jamaica,all cﬁange",anﬂ sometimes we
had to go thru and sheke them awake or they would miss their traine to N.Y.
ar Hﬁin.ﬂtnpr contributing factors to meke one drowsy were the almost silent
ride on the heavy sir wneel truckse,tne rather dim lighting and of course the
iarkness outside all the way in. Until the arrival of the three ex PRFR "sleep-
=rs" the previous vear,the last LIRR cars to have six wheel trucks were a few
iP0s and Baggsage cars,all wood,retired in 1928,

The six ﬁcﬁntral cars" were "modernized" in 1959 and 1960.0ne thing that
1ever should have been done was to put"three and two seating" in them,The re-
sulting aisle was much too narrow compared to the 2900s or any other "modern-
fzed" LIRR car.No.7500 was rebuilt into the "Locust Valley" club car and all
3ix ecars got undercar power plantes tor lishting and AC.

One morning in April I noted a string of eight B&M RPO= in back of the
roundhouse over in Morrie Park,They were stored on what had been the DD1 lay
ip track,There vere two monitor roof six wheel truck jobs,three arch-roof |
Four wheel truck ones,obvisously built by the Osgood PBradley car co.,and
three monitor roof four wheel traock cars, T e

A friend of mine,a well known LIRR fan,was "checking out" the cars one
junday and in the inside box under the mail slot in the car's side,found sev-
:ral letters that peovle had mailed,but apparently were missed by the RPO
»lerk in the car and were never postmarked by him,My friend dropped them oft
in a city mail box.¥o doubt when the letters were received by the people
they were addressed to,they complained about the "slow" mail ser?icei

During the Spring Morris Park shops "modernized" the eight cars.Only three
~emained as RP0O cars.The other five had their RPO sections removed and became
sagrage/exvress cars. Renumbering was as follows: The two six wheel truck jobs

secame 7751 and 7752,while one arch roof car became 775%3,The other two arch

RPO BM60C #7751
Temporary station - Babylon
9/28/1963 Archive: Dave Keller

~oofs to 7754 and 7755.The three four wheel truck monitor roof cars became
7756,7 and 8, The 7751-5%3 were RPOs,the 7754-58 straight bagzsage.These would be
the last "head end" cars the LIRR would ever purchase.

My intended detailed LIRR track map project”zot a tremendous boost one Sat.
a,m, in the Rirhmond Fill cleaning yard.We were waiting for our engine to come
rer from“the shop and sit*ing in our train on track *ifteen.I noted an old LIER
wooden rondola in MW service on +rack sirxteen opposite our car loaded to the
'eille" witn what looked like blue prints.l went to investigate promptly,and
Found the car was almost all blueprints! Avparently wvarious departments in
Tamaica Sta, had been "cleaning house" that week with these results,
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I eathered up 211l I could carry to take home on the train,that was now
waiting for me,instead of our engine to arrive! That gondola of cast-off
blue prints would go out Monday on the Greenport freight,to be set ott at the
"landfill" project the RR sent a1l it'a gondolas of rubbish to,about a mile
east of Yaphank on the south side of the track.Almost every eastbound trip
the freight had two or three of ‘these cars in it.
Monday afternoon after work I drove over +to the "landfill" and there was
the car of blueprints all ready for "plucking".Mostly all were "private siding"
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PORT Tower Freeport partial blueprint 1945 Archive: Art Huneke

maps going back over the years when ownership passed from one concern to
another,many from the 1920's and 1930's,There were also quite a few inter-
locking and signal dept. prints zZa&.Unfortuneately there were no photo-
graphe.Tne very next Eumméiag'general "elean-up" of the spacious Jamaica Sta.
basement was ordered by the "higher ups".Truck loades of precious glass plate
négﬂtives from early in the 1900s and on up to perhaps the early "twentys"
were carried to a landtill underway in the former lower interchange yard
between "Pond" and "Fremont" towere.

By the time I found out ahout it,and Art,Auneke and T arrived at the
gite,loads of dirt had been "bull-dozed" over evervthing.If that was'nt
enouzh,a2 pouring rain had ruined vhatever was left,no ﬂﬂuht!Certainly at
least,the RR's publicity dept. could have found a vacant building or dry
cellar elsewhere on the RRE to store these 1rreﬁ1aceahle photographic thingal

Only about a doZen or 2o of tne glass plate negatives were saved.Flectr-
ical Dept. foreman Floyd Schenck happened to be &t Jamaica sta. when they
were carrying tnem up from the basement to load on a dump truck and asked
the men if he could have a few for his "hothouse" tomato frame in his yard.
He thought tném being covered on one side would absorbe more sunlight than
ordinary clear glass.Only after he got home did he realize wnat & "prize"
he now pusaesaaﬂ!

The day after the truckine of tnhe glass plates to Fresh Pond I went up
to the Publicity Tept. to find out from Paul Rlauvelt it any thing else was

atout to be "thrown out".Fe mentioned that the law Dept. was "cleaning
house" ot it's outdated triles and tolders in the Forest Hills sta, basement
on the westbound side at that very moment.At that time I had visions of dull
legal-litisation viles of useless papers and put-off going to Forest Wills
until the next dav.That was a big mistake as I soon found out tne next dajy
when I walked into Foreset Fills sti.haspment!

A lawyer from tne lesal dept. was etill throwing out out-dated material,
many with photographs of RP right of way scenes that had been used in the
various court cases to prove a point.He said,"Yhy did"nt you come yesterday?

we had 2 whole "truckload "of old photos and blueprints go out of here!”
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JrBetter late than neverathat rainy day I sot quite & few cold photos of
IRR right of way scenes.If the last few paragraphs carry any important mess-
\ge to anvone, "it's don't put off doing until tomorrow what you could do to-
lay!"{ Eapecielly so,if thefre are old HHJ}Iatesﬂnr photos to be haﬂ!}

One April Sunday T got the "old wanderlust" to do some more detailed map
rork of the LIRR,this time taking the "Argus C-3" along with me.I walked the
tlantic Br. from South St. in Jamajica to Springfield Rlvd., in Laurelton.At

~ = MU train on temporary tracks

over Springfield Blvd. crossing
during the grade elimination project
8/16/1958. (Faxon, Jr.-Keller)

his time it was still on "grade level" and very shortly undergo & grade
rrogsing elimination similiar to the part from Laurelton to Valley Stream,
rnien had been done in 1950.

A "Director's Special” operated on the Cyster Bay PBr, on June twelth,
songisting of the "Jamaiea" with observation platform "east" and tne PRR
yusiness ear "Queen Mary",(7125), with obmervation platform "west".No doubt
'ne "special" visited other Pranches as well that dav,but I have no proof.

Another part ot the "Standard Era" on the RBR was about to disappear with
:he arrival of two new GE-built "shop locos",the nos.398 and 399.Good old

LIRR #398 Morris Park LIRR #399 Built: 8/1958
Photo/Archive: Bob Bender Class: GS-1- View SE

Morris Park shops transfer table

A-1 Shop Switcher #320 A-1 Shop Switcher #322
Morris Park, ca. 1949 Morris Park Locomotive shop

(Osborne-Brooklyn Public Library) 4/23/1955 (Faxon, Jr.-Keller)

‘eliable,but "ugly} nos.320 and 322 would go for scrap.With the two new
'shop locos™ the LIRR now had a total of T7 diesels of the "first generation”
variety,

Starting in September and continuing up to Ausust 1959,ex P&M "American
Flyer" tyve coaches arrived at Morrie Park a few at a time until there was
a total of thirty.The B&M was getting out of it's long haul passenger ser-
vice so the LIFR picked up some badly needed diesel service cars for the
"right price”. In the summer ot 1959 the LIRR had so many of these cars in
Morris Park shop that some were being worked on in the ruundhﬂuse!

LIRR "modernization" of these thirty cars meant removing the very com-
fortable reclining seats and replacement witn two and three Eeating:aﬂ well
ags removing a set of washrooms on one end.Wew undercar power vlants replaced
the former mechnanical®AC type.Diaphramgs were of course removed and electrie
markers installed.The thirty cars were numbered 7521-7550 by the LIRR.Later
on in the 19608 some of this series became "full bar cars",or half-coach and
bar .My memories of these cars were that the "AC" almost never worked enough
to cool the car in hot weather,but wou could'nt beat them for plenty of neat
in the Hinfarl

The LIPR's firet parlor cars of it's own since 1925 arrived in Cctober.
Thev were the "Julia Ward Howe" 2nd "Virginia Dare" ,both "heavyweight" cars
from +he D,.L.&W..The rars were in beauvtiful shave,as of course any equipment
off the Lackawanna would naturally bp!”hpy were 28 seat,l drawing room type
rarlors with¢ice"AG.Almﬂst immeaditely they were put into service to Montauk

on the "Cannonball" on friday afternoons.Pefore that happened however,the

199



Viriginia Dare (ex-DL&W) parlor Julia Ward Howe (ex-DL&W) parlor
in patched Lackawanna paint in patched Lackawanna paint.
Archive: North East Rails Archive: Dave Keller

"Lackawvanna" name on the letter board over tne windows was painted over
ith grey paint and the name "Long Ieland" painted on.The car's names and

he rest of the D.L.%.W.'e color scheme was left on.All during the 1959
parlor car season",(summer timetable), the two ex D.L.&W. cars made a nice
ooking train mixed in with leased Penney parlors.By having "parlors" of it's
wn the AR waes saving money,a88 up to thie time any parlor cars were rented
er day“frum the PRR.

My November 1958 vacation vas tairly good "weatherwise".so one cold morn-
ing T walked the Bushwick and Evergreen Branches to add to my growing coll-
ection of current LIRR treck maps.Wow that T had all the blueprints of form-
er vearge to show" what had the area looked like previously",it was interesting
to try and find out where the sidings had been.In the afternoon I started at

"Fremont" tower and walked the Bay Ridge Br. to the east portal of the tunnel.
There was nothing to be gained by walking the nearly mile-long E.N.York bore,
so I walked the streets above to the west-portal at Fast New York Ave..So far

Under the Evergreens Cemetery

the Bay Ridge branch emerges
9/13/1924 - (Osborne-Keller)

there had not been any NH freirhts in either direction,but as I reached the
weet end of the long curve at New Lots yard an eastbound passed with three
new EMD GP-98 chanting their "song" in full-throttle .They were makingzh run’
for the continous upgrade from Livonia Ave bridge to "Fremont" tower.The
current o6n the 11,000 volt Bay Ridge PBr., had already been turned off and the

NH electrie "motors" of class E-Fl and FF-3 would never be used down here,

ever again!

December =aw some =tationes atrolished,as far as trains stoppring there at
least,They were Rrookhaven,Fast Moriches and RBastvort.The buildings all sur-
vived this time as Brookhaven waes moved to private property in Fast Moriches;
Fast Moriches,(the small brick job), remained and Fastport was moved back of

East Moriches Station
View SE - 6/20/1955
(Faxon-Keller)

|t e S—
a rarase in town 2as an annexy to it,in mid-1959.

"TTnele Sam" aboliesned RFO cars originating at Suffolk Mounty terminals in
the a.m,,=uch as Montauk,freenport and "Port." The Oyster Pay and Far Rock-
avay BPOs had made their last ~uns in 1955.The Ricnmond ¥ill mail loading
"dock"just off the advance vard had opened in June,eliminating any mail west
of Jamaica,PP0s or otherwise,Trucks now handled all mail between the "mail
dock"” and the Teneral Post Office in Manhattan and Tafuardia and Idlewild

Airports.

Mot long into 1959 ,"Fast Tnd " =tation arents and clerks really got some
had news when "headquarters" in Jamaica announced that efvective Tebuary sixth
the following sta*ions would be closed for good as far as being "manned".On
the Main Line thev were Hﬂlfsville,Fﬂﬁfﬂrd,Yaﬁhank,ﬂﬂlvertOH,JaMEEFﬂTt:Mﬂtt-
itueck,Cntchosue and Southold.Montauk F*.ﬂﬂlﬂﬁingﬂﬁincluﬂFﬂ Rellport,Center

= : A +
Moriches,Fastport, Speonk, Quogue,Famoton Ravs,Rridesenamoton HH@@magﬂnaetu.
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