+hat "MTls" normallvy nused had various reetrietions about them that made
t+hem undesireable for long trains of double-deckers.

Double-deckers at Floral Park
9/15/1948 - (Votava-Boland)

Train 214 with it's hour long Yayover afternoons on track fifteen
occupied a much needed track and platform that the new double-deckers
could use,The "hour long" etay was so that the RPQ clerk could get a
good start rorting his mail.Other trains with RPC cars such as no, 650
which occupied track fourteen for an hour,and no.26 on track 16 for
forty five minutes were tying up valuable track space sorely needed
in the late afternoon rush hour,In the time DD1 hauled trains took to
back trains thru the East River tunnelﬁfﬁnad mail, six or seven more
'ﬁﬂﬁbnuld use each of those above tracks. |

In January 1948 the U,S.Post Office Department got "in the act" by
degiring an earlier delivery of it's mails to Montauk Br.peints from
Bay Shore out than o0ld reliable train no.4 was giving.To comply with
this the BR e=tablished train 32,leaving JTamaica at the early hour of
three thirty a.m,.,.7rom the usual K4 on the "point,the consist was thusi :
Iypress car for Pay Shore:erxpress car for Patchocuejexpress car to be
left at Speonk,vhere an REA tractor=trailer would unload the car and
make deliveries to all pointe east to Montauk,and RPO car and two coach-

eg.

MU RPO/REA car #1209
Hempstead 6/25/1946.
(Arnoux-Keller)

At Speonk,trucks to both Montauk Pr, stations and North Shore
towns from Fiverhead east carried train 32's locked first class pouches
and parcel post for the desired earlier arrival of Tncle Samfs mails,
Speonk as a starting point for crews was abolished at the same time,with
all trains to that terminal having Jamaica-based crews, Train 8 to Mont-
auk was moved up to an earlier leaving time from Jamaica in the a.m. and

also got an RPO car.

DD1 #340 passing Hillside 11/1949

The o0ld faithful DD]1 engines were becoming "surplus" little by little
as other trains between Jemaica and Penn., Sta, came off,such as 36,38,47
and 66 about this time.The DDls themselves were partly to blame for all
these changes.Thev were breaking down quite often on the road,necessitating
running them double-headed on longer trains like nos.31,615,617,621,652,
etc.,to0 insure arainst failures,esvecially breaking down or catching fire
in the Fast River +tunnele!

Quite a few,probably & dozen Pennsy Kis were now operating on the LIRR,
as Dieselization or *he PPR was meking them aleso "surplus" on that RR. It

vas rumored that the PWR leacsed earh K4 to the LI®® for one hundred dollars
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A "steam Spectacular" happened everv weekday winter morning and all T
o.do to witnees it was step out of the trainman's building in the Jamaica
storage yarﬂ“! About seven fifteen,Greenport to L.I.City train 263 would

Richmond Hill Trainmen's Building
Archive: Dave Keller

gtorm past the building with her K4 and ten or so heavy mixed LI and FRR
P70 cﬂﬁches. Coming up the "westbound Montauk Pr," from Van Wyck Blvd.to
the engine underjump under the Montauk Br, was all upgrade and engineer
Johnny Miller really had that K4 working with all the smoke and sound
effects you could ask forlJuet about the time he passed where I was,he'd
shut off and start braking for the "employee stop" at Ridgewood, (89th),
ave. overpass.This stop was for the Morris Park Shops men and usually
about two hundred or so got off. More "sound effects" followed as 263
accelrerated again for the quarter mile run to Pichmond Hill sta. Many days
K4 no.79%8 was on that train,eporting a "face-lift" of course.
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In mid Feburary I took two weeks off go my dad and T could go to Flor=-
jda., We left N.¥, on SAL's "Camellia" which took us to Jacksonville.
We changed there to ACL'e "West Comet Champion" for the rest of the way to
Et.PPtersburg. Coming from Wew York with it's 21 degrees ,the weather in
"St. Pete." was 1ikepgning to heaveﬁ:as it was in the low eignties! A few
‘memories from the irip wroing down: Riding in a SAL "American Flyer" coach;
Snow on the ground a2ll the way to Savannah,Ga.,; A ride behind RF&P steam,
which was a 4-8-4,and the delicous fried chicken peddled by a colored
lady on the SAL Richmond,Va. Main St, sta. plaetform.

Dad fell in love with Florida right away and talked of moving there as
goon as he could get his LIPR pension,as he was still working as a operator-
clerk in Port Jefferson,.™his was not to be as he passed away three days
later.We ceme back to N.Y. on the "West (Coast Champion all the way, with

dad riding in the bagrage car,sadly.
During March of 1948 Jonn L.Lewis pulled another coal strike in the

"eoft" coal fields causing the RR to temporarily take off a2 few steam-
hauled trains to conserve coal, Train 512 was among those cancelled,which
meant we would have it's two express cars added to our head end on train
514. By having our RP0O car added on next to the engine at Jamaica sta.,
this created an unusual arrangement of cars.Any time otherwise when ¥xp-
ress cars and an RPO were on the same train, the erxpress cars followed
the loco.,and then came the PPQO and coaches,

Now +that we were set+ing off the Clen St. express car as well as
pickine i+ up on train 5%8,we no longer were faced with the possibility
of the ear "running avay" as I described a few pages aco.
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Ry the time we pulled in ,the express acent and drivers were on duty,
go they could break the car seal enabling me to get inside if a "mon-
itor" roof car and wind the handbrake on tight to hold it when the air
leaked off during the day,

- Parcel Post was s+ill increasing monthly =0 that “fnreign" bagoage
care on the LIPR were becoming fairlv common.The Sunnveide vard crews
would use any empty for loading at PYT,(Pennsylvania Fxpress Terminal),
The LIPR's 682-691 and 121?-1219ﬂmunitnr renf“h&gp&ge cars were showing

their age and some were no longer usable,also contributing to the short-

age of cars for use to the Island. One morning at flen St. I set off a

Railway Fvpress Agency express reefer of wooden construction,although

it had a steel underframe.It was an arch-roof,fifty foot car,no doubt

having been on many & head end of various "Limiteds"!

OCne cold morning when we arrived in Jamaica at our usual seven one
arrival time the prlatform usher informed us we would make the stops of
Greenport train 263 over the Montauk PBr, to L.I.City. Wo0.263 had broken
down east nfhPWﬂEUMEHhPTE and would be very late coming in. The usher
took hie "stick" and pulled down the sign reading," Richmond Hill,Glen-
dale,Fresh Fénﬂ,ﬁah#rman,Pﬁnny Pridge and Long Teland City"for our
train vhich wonld be a "pasrenger extra " bevond Jamaica, Additionally
we made =tops for RR emplovees &t Morris Park Shopr and Duteh Kills Draw=-

bPridee,

ear e,

Dutch Kills bridge - c.1965 Newtown Creek view W - 2000
DB Cabin - Lower Montauk Photo/Archive: Bernard Ente

Photo/Archive: Henry Wagner

Probably it was much too cold for the "clam diggers" along Newtown
Creek east of Penny Pridge sta.,as none were seenl "Joke",as not even
week-=0ld garbage could live in that sludge from all the sewers and
factories that lined it's banks! About nine a.m.,after train 519 arr-
ived off the Montauk Rr,,we took our five "pings" to the storage yard,
entering it via the crossovers opposite tne shops where "R " tower
had once been. We had missed our middle round trip to the "Ray" by
going to L.I.City,so we were Free until two oclock.

FPive brand new Paldwin diesels arrived during the year,the L.I.City
passenger vard,the'flnat jnbs"and "Yard A " getting most ot them.The
C-51 class 0=8=0= would =oon be unemployed for good. The verv last
K4s lett on the LIFR without the "face 1lift" were nos, 3731 and 3754,
and before the "snows" rame again thev too would go back on the PRR.
Tince early 1946 the H10s had been ecoing one by one to the Altoona
Shope to set "stokers" and rebuilt tenders.The Fireman's union about
thie time g0t thru an acreement with manasement that if certain runs
did not have 2 stoker-equipped ensine on it ,two fireman were required!
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There were enough PRR Kds on the RRE to pull all the Montauk and Green-
port traine ercent noe, 205 and 212; all the Speonk trains and the three
heaviest Port Jef¥, trains hnth VavE, On weekends,almost all Port Jeff.
trains saw "K4 power", Claee EEE Tuled Patchngue-ﬂahylnn "Scoots" ae
well as sghorter Cyster PBPay trains .Even the "Montauk Fighermans- Special™,

LIRR #1611 E-6s 4-4-2
"Fish Train" westbound
Shinnecock Canal 1940

revived in 1946,alwaye had an F6, Among those here at that time were nos.
51,198,2%0,645,12%8 and 1694,

A few Pennsy H9s were borrowed while the LIRR H1lOs went to Altoona for
gtokers. Down at Plissville engine terminal in mid-September I observed
a class B8 PRR 0=6-0 switcher,(no.2784), used on the sharp curves on the
Degnon Terminal job. By Feaﬁﬁ end she would be gﬂne back"home and Bliss-
ville engine terminal would cloee ,a Tietim of the new diesels.

During 1947-48 the RR added more trains to L.I.City via the Main Line.
This was to encourage more commuters to use the Funterspoint Avenue sta.,
and take away tne increasing crowding~ at Penn., Sta, Nassau County was

being saturated with new homes and & great number of the "breadwinners"
in +them vere uesing the LIRR to get to the citvy,

Just after the June "timetable change",one Saturday I was "marked-up"
on a N,Y, to Montauk round trip.It wae trains no. 10 and 7. My second trip

to Montauk in five yvears on the RE,and it would be my last behind "steam “!
T thought the post war PRR gold stripes”running the car lengthsrof both
P70 coaches,combines and recently acquired e:"Pullman"parlnr CArs vVery
neat-looking.Today was no exception as I walked down the stairs to track
16.Back of the DD1 there was a parlor and four P70s,all PRR of course,ahd
freshly washed,with the interiors refreshingly cool.

Charlie laneton,the "boss",would collect the parlor,while George Weego
the flarman and I handled the coaches, Cut of Penn, Sta. we had a very light
load ag it wes =till rather early in the summer.At Jamaica E6 no.230 became
yur powver,and we were off for Center Moricheg,our first stop .We went via

‘reeport and engineer Tohn Robelin made sure they knew we were coming on

;het nice-sounding whistle!

Out at Montauk the parlor had to be placed on train BE equipment,while
the coaches we layved up on track four for our train in the evening. Two
photographers, (obviously railfans), took about what seemed =2 hundred shots
of ue ewitching and me taking 230 around the wye.™o this day I still do

not know who they were,but I would love to see those pictures,as it was a

sparkling day out there{

There was a "hack" and a LTRR H10 laying up on the ashpit track.It was
the Speonk-Montauk freight 211 done for the week.The one time Holban Vard-
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Montauk freight known as "Big Bertha " was no more. Holhan=Speonk freights
brought cars destined for Westhampton and east to Speonk for the job we
saw here that day.It went west Mon,Wed.and Fri. and east Tues,Thurs.and Sat.
There was also & "Patchogue Switcher™ based there that worked Bay Snore -
Fastport as needed Mon, to Sat..That way the Speonk Freights did'nt have to
spend so much time switching LILCO at Pay Shore or the EFastport feed mills,

Bay Shore LILCO Gas Plant Beacon Milling Co.
View east Clinton Ave c.1948 Eastport - View SE
Archive: Brian Cholerton Photo: Edward Hand

Since T had five hours at Montauk I decided to hitch-hike to the fam-
oue lighthouse =at the "Point",as T had never seen it.Just a little way
past Montauk Village on route twenty seven a&long came & "ride, It turned
out to be fBeorge Christopher and his wife,also roing to the lighthouse.He
wvae 2 brakeman out of Port JFT?ErEﬂn,small wnrlﬂl

I scemed to haﬁe gotten a little ahead of my story,so let's "back up
a couple of car lengthe " for & bhit. With the rest of wveekday afternoons
off after putting train 538 to "bed",once & week or so I'd ride to Mineola
for supper on trein 543,since I had =o0ld my dl Thevvie in January. My uncle
fleorge and aunt Jenny lived in Wempstead,so after eating 1'd hop & Hemp-
stead Coach Corp. "Mack" bus to their place,which was on Morrell St. at
the entrance to the underpass pedestrian "subway" to the sta. platforms.

Tnele George had been station agent at Garden City since before World
war 1 and would be for & few more vears,Fe had known all the PRR officials
sent to the LIRR by the parent company so they could get more "expierence"
in operating a commuter line,Usually after a few years o7 this they went
back +o +he PRR and on to more important positions,One of the best-liked
PRR men.to ever head the LIRR was E.IL.Foffman who was suprcrintendent for
cfome years around lgdﬂ-ﬂﬁ Apperently the PRR or LIRR owned & few handsome
homes in farden fMity,as nearly 21l important officials always seemed to
live there.

My mother had several timee welated to me as a child,how she had ridden
a "+rolley" car from Carden Mity sta. to Clinton Road sta.For many years
thie A4id'nt make sence 4o me as I alwaye thought +he MPA1 cars furnished
all service from Country Life Press to Clinton Road. Uncle George explain-
ed that my mom had indeed done that!Up to at least 1927, Ocean Flectric
deck-roof trolleye with third rsil shoes,on loan from their Far Rockaway
runs between there and Hammels had ran from CGarden City sta. to Salisbury

Plains sta. over the Central Frxtension.

Ex-Ocean Electric Car 15 eastbound
Salisbury Plains station construction
View NW 1923 - Archive: Dave Keller
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Fven when I came here to work in 1943 T noticed old rotten ties along
what apreared to be an abandoned right of way from rarden City sta. along
no. two track nearly to Franklin Ave. crossing.This was of course the ex

+rolley spur abandoned about 1927 or so when MP 41 cers’ replaced the troll=-
eys.At that time a spur was built from the fentral Fxtension over to Coun-

try Life Preses sta, platform vhere nassengers transferred to nr%%aw|HeMP..
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stead Br. trains, When my dad and I rode the MP 41 car in August 1942 it
ran from f.L.Press to Salisbury Plains and had a“Conductor-Motormar .He
was probably G.R.Herbert who seemed to be the only one on the RR that
ever ran that car.After early 1943 another WP 41 was added to make & two
car "shuttle,and service to Salishury Plaines was dropped at the same time.
The Sunday we rode it we were the only pascengers in either directioniMmy
dad never could figure out why hie entire eystem LIRR pass was no good on
that run.Fvervbody had to drop a nickle in the fare box. Mr.Herbert only

Salisbury Plains
Private residence 1947
Archive: Art Huneke

needed a "change-maker" on his belt,no "dupleres,(cash fare receipts),were
ijssued or accepted on the "shuttle".If the LIRR owned the line and equip-
ment on it,why were pasces not valid on it ?

Iate in April my thoughts turned to travel,somevhere off of Long Island.
My 1948 weeks vacation was coming up on the last week of the month,and T
had just purchased a 1938 Ford in suprisingly good condition,except it lack-
ed a "jank"! Bert Comstock,another trainman working in the "Ray", agreed to
gn along to share expenses and help drive, We had no place particular in
mind as a destination,just get on the road and head "West".Many people get
this urge sometime in their lives,but few are able to do it,what with fam-

ily responeibilities or lack of money,etc..

When we left early Sunday morning it was chilly and foggy.Fven though
it was late in April the treee on L.I. were barely in bud.When we arrived
in western Pennsvlvania late the same day,not only was the temperature
~ in the high seventies,but a1l the trees were in full—leafl 8o much for
Long Island "Sprinps"t Thies was indeed the time to be on the "open roady
as antomobile production was just beginning to catrh up affer being shut
down 211 during WW II. The weather was made to order in Ohio,Indiana,Ill-
inois,Missouri,etc. and the scenery as yet unspoiled by "Interstates" and
shopping centers all over the plaee.Tfaffic wvasz no problem ,even in ecities
such as Cincinatti or 3St. Louis. :

We eventually got to Memphis before turning back ecasti again,visiting
Chattanoosa before going north on the Skyline Drive in Virginia. For the
r?ecnrdﬁaﬂ far as"railfanélwe saw B%0 pacitiecs around Wheeling,W,Va.; &n
1&N mikado near Mt.Vernon,Ill.; Frisco streamlined 4-6-2s at West Memphis,

Ark.:Sow, 4-8-2s at Sheffield,Al2,; and D1#W Pacifics at Washington.N.J..

Right 2after Independence Day I was able to bid a "overtime" job in out
of the "Bay", Overtime for paseenger men did not mean "time and a half "
after eisht hours,just "straight " hourly rate no matter how many hours
the job worked.Freight and Vard men did get "time and a half " after the
firet eight hours,something the pase, men would have to wait nearly twen-

v five vears more to achievef
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Train 519 to L.I.City was a ten car train of "pinge" .Nine were on the
"hole" track,vhile one was on the "freight" track coupled to G5 41,which

G5s #0 "ping” train

already had the "tiny" nos. on the keystone.Looking up a2t the engine cab
T noted Pete HRornosky was the engineer,he could "bust your chops" if he
vanted to 28 I soon found out. It was necessary tﬂudnub1e~ﬂvefﬂthe one
car to the other nine.Ordinarily on straight track,this was no problem,
but this "hitch" had to be made on & sharp curve where the two "knuckles"
had to be adjusted to compensate tor the "off-center" coupling between
the two care.Sometimes I would not do the "adjusting" quite correctly,
and the knuckles would slide by each other and we would have to do it
over again.This always made Pete become irritated and he would yell back,
"Hey kid,need 2 piece of siring to tie it together?"

Once the hitch was "made" and the "air" or brake pipe pressure pumped
up to the proper amount,Pete would apply the brakes.Then I would walk the
ten care to the rear and check to see if the brake pistons were out on

each car,as well ag a general look under each car for any air leaks,etc.
Walking back to the engine after Pete released the brakes,I'd again check=-
ed the pistons,this time making sure they were all in the brake eylinders.

When T gave Pete the "okay on the brakes", he'd sometimes complain to
me that there was a leak somewhere on the train as he did'nt have the re-
quired ninety 1bs. on his gage.So he azain applied the brake and again I
"walked it",Always vhen I told Pete there was no leaks anywhere that I

could hear,he'd say,"lté cleared up ".That was his way of getting even
with me for messing up the "courling "! Meanvhile,I had walked forty cars
before we even left the "Pay"”, No. 519 was the heaviest commuter train
on the branch as far as Jamsica,where ninety percent changed to MUs to W.Y.
and Bk'ln,

We went over the Montauk Pranch west of Jamaica dropping four or five at
each stop,with most getting off at L.I.City to walk.up and take the I.R.T.
gubway to Manhattan, We deadheaded back to the storage yvard on a DD1 as our
next train wae no.236 to Ronk.,leaving Jamaica at one fifty six. p.m.. My
conductor was Arthur Menger,a real gentleman and & minister on Sundays too.

Fe detested swearing and did'nt hesitate to let you know about it,so you
"had to rount to ten " whenever you got mad if Arthur was around.
No. 2%6 left at a very hot time of the day,luckily I was "baggageman'on
that train,and could shed my coat and hat My combine was loaded to the roof
with parcel post sacks and parcels,early afterncon editions of newspapers,

Pinelawn Station
Southeast side of Wellwood Ave.
(Sturm-Fehn)

and guite often,flag-draped coffins for the National Cemetery 2t Pinelawn,
Thursdays were the heaviest,as the then vpopular "Life" magazine came out,
those sacks were indeed loaded to the weight limits! Hicksville got most of
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the mail as Levittown was really big and =till growing daily.Fventually all
the beautiful and productive rarmland around Ficksville would "succumb'to
housing.Po*atoes were still being grown and shipped out of here in 1948,but
it would not last much longer. Wick Shandel with his favorite G5 43,was our
hogzer on 236,and coming bdack on 237 John Dow was the hogger.

No0.237 was very heavy "cash fare wise " as most stations were closed by the
time we came west.We had an expréss car to pick up at Farmingdale also.After

Farmingdale Station 9/29/1909
Atlantic Ave and Depot Ave
Photo: William J. Rugen
Archive: Queens Public Library

a brief half hour in the storage vard we left on train 562 with nine "pings".
Another heavy commuter train,this time in the "hands" of Cecil Craft,an eng-
ineer much better known to most of the railroad as "Crafty". On real hot days
after we shoved our train to the "hdlgﬁ track and the engine was taking on
g2 tank of water in care of the hostler,"Crafty" would strip to his shorts
and pour cold water over himself by the pumphouse with & hose.This in plain
view of anvhodv who happened to pase br!
Saturdave on thi= run vere something “Spetial“!ifter arriving in L.I.
City on 519 at eigsht forty a.m, we were "free" until train 558 left at
five tventy p.m.,82lmost fdine hours to do whatever we wanted to dnf As a
"railfan™ of sorte I had unlimited places to explore ruch as New Vork's
"Fls and subwaye,*rolleys in four boroughs,ferry btoat crossings,various
Failroads ~n the New Jereey side of the Wudson River,Staten Island, the
NYC and ¥WH out of Grand Central Sta, to nearby points,etec. "Mind-bogg=-
ling" it seeme now when looking back on it! There was so much to see and
photograph,one did'nt know where to start, I made a couple of trips to
Broed St. Sta. in Phila. on the PRR with trip passes,as far as traveling -.
Mostly I spent the time in air-conditioned movie houses in Manhattan, :

Haberman View NW
Signal $24 - Haberman Ave.
Photo: LIRR Archive: Dave Morrison

Train 558,at least as fﬁr as Jamaica,was nearly empty except for the
half-dozen getting on 2t Haberman from the trackside wine-bottling works.
T have otten wondered why the RR ran any passenger trains over the Montauk
Br. weet of Jamaica,wonder if it has something to do with "franchise reas-
one",or something elee of that nature??

With the chanese to the "winter" +timetable in September I wound up with
a better job +than my summer one. I did'nt rate +hie job with my senority
of five years,Both conductor and the other brakeman on it had over itwenty
years on me.The older man whose place I was in was off on injury,so he
was not able to pick this run on the "change" in Sept. With each timetable
change in June and Sept. all pascenger men got to pick what runs they want-
ed for the duration of that timetable,depending on their senority of course.
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Leaving the "Bay" at six fifty on no.515 to Jamaica,then a middle round
trip back to Oyster Pay on traine 516 and 533%,and back to Jamaica was'nt as
much work as it seemed and we had most of the afternoon off from twelve th-
irty on. F."Quack" Warren was our ergineman on th? first and last trains,
while Nick Shandel with his favorite 65, the 43, made the middle trip with us.

Our last *+w»ain was no.,554 out of L.I.Cityr at five twenty p.m..Instead of
deadheading +here from *the storage vard via a DD1l,=ome days T took & leis-
urely tfip there via streetcar! Ry walking up to the corner of Jamaica and
Metropolitan Avenuee I could board a “He+rnpulitan Ave" car that would take
me deep into freenpoint vhere I could transfer at Manhattan Ave, to a
"araham Ave" car that carried me north thriu Greenpoint and over the Vernon

Ave Pridge,letting me off right at the yard stairway on the viaduct over it,

That Vernon Ave 1ift =pan over Newtown Creek was asure husyi They would

have to open it every time any veseel over eighteen feet high over the
water blew three whistles to pass under it.Vehicular traffie, including the
trolleys,over the bridge wae very heavy in the afternoons and when the

two 1ift spans were open long moments for the usually elow-moving vesgels
passing thru,the traffic on the bridge appraa:bea would be -tied up for
blocks in both dirertians'Hnrns and more hﬂTﬂE nobody wanted to be delayed
it seemed., No gooner was the bridge closed and traffic starting to move
arain when another tug with a2 lighter or barge could be heard tooting for
the bridge.0ut the brideemen would go arsain to try to swing the big steel

categ acrose the roadway of the bridge and the whole scene above was re-

peated all over ag&inE

-

Blissville Freight Station 1963
View NW Photo: John Scala

One fine early October afrernoon I walked to the Blissville engine term-
inal to take photos. Besides PPR claes R8 2784,there was & LIRR €51 and
H6sb.No diesels were therazbouts,but later that same day down at the float
bridges I noted Alcos 404 and 405 pulling and loading floats. For want of
something to take pictures of,I finished the film up on various freight
car types. Looking back on it nowadays,it was too bad more of us did'nt
take more of egquipment and builﬂings,especially for modeling purpuséE!

The trip back to Ovster Pay on traein 554 with ten "pings" was-"pure
rleasure " for the flagman,(me),.COnly the first five cars were used as
far as Jamaira as only about fifty paﬁsgngers.muﬂtly on at Haberman and
Presh Pond rogde with us.Tt was an ercellent chance for me to study the
lavout of +the Montauk Br. west of Jemaica which would come in handy the
following May when I and m+hﬂrslavﬂund my seniority would have to pass
a eyam on the "phveical characteristics " of everv part of the LIRR in

order to become conductore.
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If we masced +hat evam. e would only be aualified on the LIRR as far
wegt Aas "Harold" of "P" towers on the run into Penn.Sta..The LIRR only
had trackarge righte over what was PRHR trankag?'frnm_thﬂse two towers 1if

you were going into W.Y,.The "conductor's eram over that PRR prortion was
wag a separate one ,siven by PRR men over in Penn,Sta.LIRR book of rules
and conductors erams were presided over by A.L.Arnold on the third fioor
of Jamaica eta.

Jamaica Station c.1925
Sutphin Blvd. View S
Archive: Dave Morrison

Although thiﬁirun vas a "five day a week affair”,] was still elgible to
work on the weekend if T chose.Saturdays I took off,but Sundays they said
I did not as yet rate off with my seniority,at lemst not until later in
the fall.There wae & nice Sunday collectors run out of Queens Village
that I tried to work until I could "rate" off. '

Mainly the run was trains 4232 ana,4229,a round trip from Jamaica to
Camp Upton Junction,where the train was turned on the wye and took water.
We alwaye rated a ¥4 so we could "make the time" with our ten "pings",and
Cecil ﬂraft,[ﬁraftf}, was the engineer every Sunday .Fe always said he worke
ed this round trip to Camp Tpton Jet. *to "shut-up" all the wise zuye who
alvave kidded him 2bout "not being Qualified east of Mineola on the Main
Line"! There was some credence to what they eaid,as "Crafty" for many years
nade two round trips from Oyster Bay to Jamaicea.

Why this train went east of Fonkonkoma wae alvays a "mystery" to me as,
there were never more than three peovrle eastbound or half & dozen westhound

Yaphank Depot 1921
LIRR valuation photo
View E - Archive: Dave Keller

o

-
Fae™s

bevond that point.Coming west leaving Vaphank I'd flip over a rattan seat,
open & couple of those warped windows and liaten to "Crafty" assaulting
faphank hill with the K#! Leaving Medford the "stack music" was'nt hard to
teke either.0f 2ll the "Pennsy steam sounde" records that T have heard.not
2 one has a "peppy K4" leaving a station! A1l make the ¥4 sound like the
10gger is arraid to opemnthe throttle or the engine ie pulling twenty heavy
?ullmans! .

After arrival in Jamaica there was time for a giant cold turkey club
andwich 8t "Pandlere"” place juet up from the station on Sutphin Rlvd.I
=t11; had two more traines to work berore the evening was done, ﬁ?ﬁ 54?9 and
470,28 round +rip to Tla‘*btush Ave,All in all this job was not a grind it
rou could'nt rate "off": _

Around November first,lo and behold one Sat, afternoon wvhen I consulted
the Sunday crew board in the stationmasters office in Penn. Sta.,] was aston-
ished to see "Last Man Off"-R.M,Fmery on the top liHEL E.R.,("Eveready"),

Smith who worked out of Freeport terminal must have seen it too.Until I
retired,everytime over the years when we met,he would say,"Last Man Off",

with a smile!
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Since I would probably rate Sundays off until next spring,I decided to
bid for an afternoon run out of Fort Jeff. and movedback there in mid Nov.
m"rain no.f%35,the glowest westbound on the br&nch.léft at three thirty sizx,
vith Pob Gerrity 2e engineer and Stanley,"S.H.",Bennet as conductor.We made -

Greenlawn Station 1918
Photo: LIRR valuation
Archive: Dave Keller

all stops to Floral Park and headed in at "GR",(Greenlawn), for superior
train 642,The exprese car set off at Funtington frt. house by no.606 in the

Huntington Freight House
ViewW - 1962
Archive: Brad Phillips

morning had to be picted up by our train and about ten minutes there were
allowed for *+hat purpose,The freight alvays set the empty car over on the
"trolley *track" so0 we barked In with our engine to couple on.Racking it to
the rest of our train in the station,vou did not vant to be hanging on the
gide of that ecar as you went thru the close-to-the-track bridge girders
over New York Avenue, In 1944 a freight trainman working the Port.Jeff.frt.
wage doing just that and was crushed to death between the box car and the
girdersr
~ We handled a lot of parcel post =0 usually we arrived in Jamaica too

late for our connections to W.V. and Rrooklyn.Refore leaving "Port" on 635
there was 2 bit of switching to do as the express car was on "one east"
track,the RPO,combine and three coaches on "two east" track,and our engine
opposite the bunk house on "one west",0One afternoon after I had put up

those heavy "LIVR" markers on the combhine I heard 2 rumbling sound coming
from "one eagt",like & cer was rolling bv itself without = locomotive)

Furriedly looking out the combine® big door ,sure enough ,the lone exp-
ress car vas dritrting tovarde me on the downerade,The engine had apparently
1it the car too hard in coupling and neither "pin" fell to hold the car to
the tender.The air had leaked off and since there was no hand brake applied,
that had also contributed to the "runaway",I knew there had been one or two
rars that had"gﬂt loose before today and they had got enough speed up to go
>ff the end of track beyond milepost fifty ei#ht!

I guickly ren and threw the switches that would line the rapidly-cloging
>)n me car for the sharply curving track on the wye's west leg.I hoped +the
vwwe would slow the car & little so when it hit the steel bumping poet at
:he "tail" of the wye it would'nt wind up on the highwaytﬂs it rushed by I
an after it,sure enough,the gharp curve cut the speed enough so I could
board it and wind the handhrake on,stopping it rizht on the wye's divider
switch:which lueckily was lined up.The evpress messinger inside the "balloon-
tyve" car was not even aware the car had run awayv,so busy was he with his

paper work,

One afternoon we were getting our *rain made up when Baldwin "demonstrator”
locomotive no,200 lﬂttpreﬁ“Lehigh Hallﬁy"camp into "Port".It was pulling five

"mainliner" coarhes for a trail run,
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On thie job we had a "PXT" move due out of the storage yard about

gseven thirty p.m..A fairly long train mede up of express cars from all the
eteam terminals,. and . a few from intermediate statione as well,Fxpreas
carg off trains 5 and 211 that went on into Penn. Sta, were cut oft at
Jamaica =sra, and brought into thﬁlstnrage vard by the steam locomotive,
and "cut=off" there by a car inspe:tﬁr. |

If the evening was forty degrees o~ more we got & DD1 for power,if the
temperature was below that we either had a G5 or H10 as they both had
eteam hoses on the tenders to supply steam heat to the train.Quite often
"livestock" such as dogs,cats,baby chicks and even small pigs were in the
care so the regulations for heat had to be followed.We had four "express
messingers traveling with us besides,one from each’ steam branch and the
main line,

The "rider" was usually a "ping" combine,but one cold night we had a
PRE PRE54 with 2 caboose stove and cozl bin in the passenger end.Conductor
Pennet wanted me to bulld a fire in it as the car had no steam hoses.lI
gcrouncged around in the dark to find enoursh kindling and serap paper
to get the fire hot enough so the "eoft" coal would "catch".In no time at
all we had a roaring fire in that tiny stove,=0 much so,that sparks fly-
ing out of the car's chimney when we went by "WIN" tower prompted the

WIN Tower Winfield Junction
1967 Photo/Archive: Dave Keller

towerman to cala?ahﬁaﬂ to "Herald" tower to hold the signal on us so he
% TN ‘

conld inform us¥train wvas on fire,

One night going TDHPKT”MG*riE Park muet have bheen really short of power,
gg they sent over HEsb na.314! The first and last time I ever rode behind,
or in the cab of one.Penneylvenia Froress Terminal,(PYT),had eight long
tracks in their huge,long brick building,reached by & ramp for trucks via
the Farold Ave, bridge over Sunnyside Yard.We always backed our train in
on the southmost track,which held atout eleven sixty foot cars.Fven &t
that hour the place would be very busy with packages on conveyor belts
moving in all directions,etc.. ' ‘

There was always a "mystery" right outside the building on the south
gide,right underneath the Harold Ave bridge. A hiige tarpulin completely
covered a wooden six wheel truck observation car.I could never raise the
"tarn" enough to get 2 name or number off the car to identify it.Wonder

if it belonged to some hisgh official in RFA ?.The car was there for years.

We went hack "lite" to the storage yvard,with all of us either stand-
ing or sitting all the way.That of course depended upon whether the loco.
vas electrie or eteam,If it was a DD1 we could ride in the other unit and

H10s #103 at Holban Yard-Hollis
Brakeman's Shelter "Doghouse”
10/1954 - Archive: Dave Keller

"sit",The only time we "eat" on a steamer was when it was a H10 with a

hrakeman's "dog house” on the tender.
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You had to be very careful climbing up over the rear of the "tank" as
the 11,000 volt wire was only a few feet over the roof of the "doghouse"
in the confines of PYT with it's low wires.

On our laet trip we left Jamaica at nine fifty eight with the late
office workers and theatre crowd who had spent the afternoon and evening
in the "Big Apple",but we did'nt call it that then!we had a Ronkonkoma
connection on the south siding at Rickeville."Bntill a couple of "time-
tables"ago the connection had been one going to Rabylon via the Central
Br.Known as train 276,itwas part of a Patchogue "scoot" job and in 1940
and 1941 had picked up & PRR "R50" express reefer of milk cans from way
up in central Pennsylvania here,

DIVIDE Tower 1962
Hicksville View SE
Archive: Dave Keller

The train I was on presently,no,.666,cut the car off in the station.As
soon as 666 cleared "Divide" tower,no.276 who had been laying on Main line
Two by “Diviﬂe"rhackeﬂ up to the milk ear and picked up the few passengers
no,666 nad left tor it. Pinally getting into Patchogue early the next
morning the "scoot" spotted the "R50" at the freight house for Sheffield

Farms to unload. oming weet the empty "RS0" left on the rear of the two
p.m. out of Patchogue which backed it to Pabvlon vard.From there it went
weet on the rear of the afternoon "Rabylon Bacgage". Thieg "R50" operation
wag discontinued in late 1941.

Fngineer Bob Gerrity alwaye gave us an "on time arrival" in "Port"
at eleven twenty five,no trouble at all with our daily K4.The engine crew
and head brekeman earned an extra hours pay by placing "steam heat engines"
to heat coaches on the east end of the yard every night.

Christmas Day was a bitter cold one and being our job was "off" I had to
work in Patechogue that evenineg.Since there were better places to eat "turk-
ey and the trimmings" in that town than in "Port",I went over early in the
afternoon.My train,no., 4057 to Jamaica,did not leave "PD" until seven thirty

EiE’ht+

PD Tower - View W
Ocean Ave., Patchogue
Last Steam Special 11/26/1967

PD Tower levers - Manual gate cranking mechanism
1/1968 Photo: Robert B. Dunnet - Archive: Dave Keller

Walter Marpman,the second trick towerman,was on duty in "PD" tower when

I vent up there to sign the register sheet and ask where the equipment was.
Talk ahout & busy place! Walter had his hands full handling the "manual
block syrtem " from "Y",(end of double track,east of Sayville), to Montauk,
He had two block sheets to kesp up to date with train movements,one from
"FD" on west and the other from "PD" on east.Fvery time a train or lite
engine went over South Ocean Ave, by the tower,Walter had to crank the
manual crossing gates up and dovwn,in addition to making sure he started
the crossing bell to warn pedestrians and auto traffic the gates were about
to be lowered, All the levers in the tower gave Walter plenty of exercise
in addition to his running up and down the stairs to deliver train orders,
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