exchange point.With the new crew changes ot Nov.,I bid 2 "one train job" in
out of "Port".It was the "eclub ecar train",tormerly no.621 for many yeara;
leaving ahout Eeven twenty a.m, and arriving at Funterspoint Ave”hing fir-
tenn.That was it for the day,and 211 we had to do was deadhead home to "Port"!
On Novenber thirteth the non-operating unions struck the LIRR,which was
oblized to cnmylefely "shut-down" operations.This strike would last upvIT "7 .
January twentieth of 1973,the longest in history.As & result of below rree-
zing temperatures during that perind,nine Alco diesels would never run again
due to cracked engine blocks.Somehow,with reduced forces,no one thought of
draining the water out ot thoce loromotives,which ot course were "shut-down."
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As 2 result,the LIRR was obliged to lease for an indefite period ot time .

five EMD "G-FP7" road-switchers-from the BAR in northern Maine.They were noe.
62 E#,Eﬁ,TE and 74,the tirst time ever that EMD power was used in day to day
operations on the HHIDH March tirteenthsthe RR lost another diesel in a crash
in Ronkonkoma,that was the 1560.She was sitting on the main east of the manual
block sisnal,having just returned from Greenport with a few freight cars.An
eastbound "push-pull® train from Ficksville,unable to stop in time due to
an air hrake prohlem on it'es train,crashed intoc the freight.

On April sixteenth,I bid in the brakeman's job on the Ronkonkoma-Greenport
two-car "escoot".Besides my conductor,"Willie"™ Rusesell, there was Charlie Read,
the "hogrer",who resented the Alco "RS-1" that was usually assigned ofi trains
202 and 211.¥ith tvo "pings",it was suitahle for the run,Charlie thought it
beneath his "Aienity",I suess,to have the small engine.Bv that time they were
2 rarity on any vaseenger *rain on the RP,With the epeed limit“out there”at
Yorty miles an hour,we had no trouhtle "kesping to time" with an "RE~1"!

Charlie was an "old timer"™ on the Greenport runs,having fired for various
men when the job came out of .Tamaica and was headed by 358 and hand-fired Kds.
His rather,Walter Read had also vorked the Main Line and had his name on the
cab ot Class DS6s no.84,2 4-4-0 type,V¥ames on engines ceased when the LIRR
became vart ot the N.Y.Division of tne PRR in 1928.%e had no more tnan twenty
pascengers in either direction,so one car would have been enough.

The job was "made to order",in that the hours,from ten a.m, to four thirty
p.m..ware“iﬂe&lfwitn Jat.and Sun. off.They were certainly the "best" hours I
would ever have in my time on the LI?H! "RR" men used tonrcall such hours
"Bahkers Hours",and believe me,in train and encine service,hours like these

were non-existent prior to our new'eight hour day.”

foing either east or vest on this "Scoot" there were no commuters,never

in the two vears I wvas on this job dié I ever ounch 2 commutation ticket.
Cur pascengere vere ptrictly "day trippers” or tourists.I had bid in the

job at the revfftt time of the year,
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As we got out of the "woode",(after Calverton),it was & nice ﬁight to see
he farmere plowing their land agsin all the way east.So far,this part of Long
gland remeined pretty much the way it had been when I was growing up in Cutch-
gue.As far as the FR was concerned,cinder or sand ballast was still the rule
out east",All the former =tations were gone er¥cept Riverhead and fireenport.
The acent at the latter had bheen discontinued after the 1968 summer,while Rive
erheads agent wvould leave for good in early Sept.

Freight business was mainly tank ecars ot liguid ingredients for making "pot-
ato spray" for the GLF plant in Riverhead,and occaisonally carloads of lumber

#211 passing Agway, formerly GLF plant
Riverhead - August 17, 1970
Photo/Archive: Richard F. Makse

for Medford,Riverhead or Southold.In early spring thnere were still a few cars
of "seed potatoes" for the farmers along the line.At Creenport,the former sta,
wvaiting room now sported a luncheonette,very handy for either train or rail-
road bus passengers,not to mention train crews!

There was amvle time in Greenport to explore the historic willage with it's
fascinating watertront and shaded streets of well-kept o0ld homes.Many times I
went over to Fhelter Tsland on the convenient ferry service at the depot.That
:place is sa quiet after the "city people" leave after the summer is over, that
it'se almﬂstvif vou were someplace up in vural ?ermﬂnt! Fridays I looked for-
ward to all weck,as *here was alvave delicous home-made clam chowder at Joe
SZhipman'es litile resturant on Front St.For truly "gourmet dining",one could
take & local bus for ten cente up to Mill Creek west of town on "route twenty
tive" and have broiled.eels at Armando's RBarge,( & resturant), on Peconic Bay.
I did tnis a counle of +imes and then walked hack the two miles to Greenport
to rover train 211.

Pack on the "rest of the RR",just about all the six-wneel trueck cars,(ex
NYC), were ecrapped or out of service,as well as all the “un-modernized ears
that the LIRR had bougsht Second-hand "from other railroesds.Fven the entire
"Silver Streak" eguipment had gone to the scrappers.Mostly this was because of
the recent electricfication to Huntington.Resides the "lighteight" parlor car,(
read ex sleepers],flept,tne diesel service hoasted the entire eighty cars or
the 2900 series coaches,the thirty er B&M cars,"push-pull" cars,four ex FRC and
Tifteen ex EC8 "lishtweight" coaches,.Right after Iabor Day,our two "pings" were
renlaced with 2 sinsle "KC3" car,.¥Wow we reflly could be called a “thrtg“f

On Thanksciving Day our crew had "a changse of scene".We relieved a Jamaica
tased ecrew at Patehogue on train 4000 for Montauk,at four firty two a.m..W¥With
about an hour out there,Mharlie Read and T walked around the fog-bound yard
and noted the now closed bunk house and station.The vard was empty except for
atout *twenty navlor care stored for the wvinter,

foing hack 4o Faichﬂgnp on train 2001,we noted our ex KCS coaches rode well

on the rough track east ot Speonk.of course having our speed restricted to
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