thirty miles per hour was & helprtuuﬁ Back in July I had completed my thirt-
ieth vear on the good old LIRR.

Mattituck Station - Summer, 1969 Baggage car #7715 Montauk bound
Newspapers delivered Baggage man newspaper delivery
Photo/Archive: John Schaub 711971 Photo/Archive: Dave Keller

On December thirty first,the carrying of newspapers on the RR ce&sed.(On
the next day,"Newsday" shitted to truck deliveries for their pepers from
their Garden City plant to points "out east".¥Wo longer would the mornming
train for Montauk stop at Mineola to load "Newsday" bundles in the baggage
car.The "balloon top" bagcage cars had no reason to exist anymore,except for
the "annual bicvele train" or to bte used for non-revenue purposes by various
departments.

About the middle of January in 1974,our "KCS" coach was replaced by the
ex FEC coach "Titusville". Also that montn,the ex LV car,now the "Onteora'",
wasg sold to & private party off L.I.On Jan.twenty second,we again became a
"two car train" again,but just for that day.LIRR track dept.*headsﬁwuuld

meet us in Greenport to ride back with us on train 211.For that reason,we
had ecaTr no,208l,with observation end "east".It was the ex E-L "Phoebe Snow"
car,their no,789.The track out east’was needing a bit of work in certain
FlacEE.I recall a "low joint" just west of Alvah's Lane in Cutchogue,where
even doing the allowable speed over it,?heﬂﬁcsucar would seemingly "bounce"

up and down!

During the middle of Febuary we got stuck in a snowdrift _.about a half
mile weet of Cutchogue,luckily by a "farm road" crossing.Seems we were buck-
ing drifts that were "packed" from Calverton out,and tinally they had bent
the foothoards of the Aleo "RS=3" back,so that they were "binding" on the
rail-heads.%We could not back out of the drift either,so there we Were! The
first thing Charlie Read said when we walked up to the engine was," I told
them many times when there are heavy snows "out east" to put an engine on
here with a "ﬂnawplnw pilot",then this probably would'nt have happened.”

Atout that time my cousin Reginald Webb was traveling east on the North
Read on his way home from Riverhead to Greenport and saw our train standing
gtill in tne fields.He drove down the driftless "farm road" to our train to
see wvhat had happened,Giving Charlie and the conductor a 1lirt to the " Blue
Top Inn" at Cutchosue sta.,"Reg" sure came along at the right time! The Inn
had a "puhlie” phone so they could call the movement bureau, (204), 0t the RR,
c0 they could decide what to do with our tour or tive pasFengers aboard.

Tinally a2 loeal taxicab came dovn the ftarm road to take the people to th-
eir destination=.About two p.m., & "ligsht" engine arrived trom Jamaica to
couple to our one coach,.¥%e left the "ES-3" in the enowdrift as shopmen would
have to come with a weldiné.outfit to cut the bent tootboards off in order

to move tne engine.We assumed the schedule ot train 211 from Mattituck,with
8 hired local bus bringing our paseengers to that sta.,from points east.
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Carload freight to many placeg on the RR had vanished over the years.No
freight service of any kind was now ﬁpﬁrated_east of Corona Meadows on the
North Side Br;east of Briﬂgehamptﬂn;east ot Southold;the Oyster Bay Br;:;the
Atlantic,Far Rockaway,Hempstead or Long Eeach:r Branches.The entire Montauk
Br, from Filleide to Pabrlon was also devoid of any amount of freight,as
well as the once-huey RBushwick Br.Most of the btusiness was now on the Main
Line trom New Hyde Park to Pine Aire;jthe Central Pr,and Central Extension,
and the Montauk Br. west ot Glendale.

The Montauk Br. "out east" had one revenue-producing siding at least.A
mile east of Speonk there was & sand-mining operation that sent a halt-
dozen cars of sand from there to Holban vard every few davs.At Holban there
wag & sand vard near Hilleide that distributed these loads to local cont-
tractore in the metrovolitan area,The company bhought about & dozen o0ld hopp-
frr' carge from the BELE for use in this service to save on any demurrage char-
=g == 3

Farly in June,the RR suddenly tourd itselt with some truly comfortable
coaches! They were fifteen "Metropolitan Transportation Authority" reeclining-
eeat,air-conditioned cars *+hat the MTA had recently been using on the ex WYC
Harlem Div, between G(irand Central Sta. and Brewster,N.Y.Originally they had
been D.L.&W. cars,built new in 1949 for the RR's best train, "The Phoebe Snow".
A€ter the mermer of the Erie and Lackawanna,vhen the two roads hecame "B=-L",
the cars were used on varioues "long-haul" routes until Jan.,1970 when all
such routes were discontinued.®oon after that, the MTA bought them for the "Har-
lem" where they ran for a tew vears.

Since the MTA controlled by this time "Farlem" commuter service as well as
the LIPR,it was easy to transfer the ears via the Bronx and Fell fate Br. to
the LIRR.Above the wide-windows,"MTA" was spelled out,while the "big M" was
fisplaved on the car'se side on one end,with the word "Central" in small letters
underneath i+.0nly two ot the tifteen cars were ever repainted in LIRR colors,
with "Long Island" over the vindows.The "hiz M" remained +hnu£h.with*LI”spe11-
ed out underneath.Wumbere were in the high "2100s" and were never changed to
a LI numbtering scheme,Naturally Morris Park had to remove the diaphrams before
they rould be ured,as was their ‘custom,These cars were to have 2 very short
career on the LIRR,mostly they went to Montauk. |

When Charlie and I'walked up to the wye wvhere our one-car train spent nights
and weekends,the morning ot June,eighteenth of 1974,we had a suprisef There

BAR GP7 #74 - Riverhead Station
Robert Emery, Charlie Read on platform
Archive: Robert Emery/SUNY Stony Brook

sat PAR no.T4,2 leased FMD "3P=T" as our motive-power for that day."FMD" would
be making it's first trip on a pasrcenger train to Greenvort.FAR engines had
already made trivps there on the freisht.,Zince at this time tney did'nt all
have "speed control" ecuipment installed on them,their use on the "west end" of

259



the RR,(except between Yard "A" and Hﬂl%ﬁf;ﬁig the Montauk Br,),as an engine
leading & train was prﬂhih1ted With a LIRRWahead of them equipped with AEC
they could of course go anyplace except into Erndklyn.ﬁridge-restrictiﬂns
kept them off the Bushwick Br.From Ronkonkoma east was well out of "speed-
control" territory so BAR engines ﬁuuld "lead",Even so,we would lose it in

steam-heating season,as néne of the BAR units had boilers to make steam.

Precision (PNC) #1701 BAR#60 at Greenport
Morris Park 8/1974 Conductor Robert M. Emery
5/09/1975 (Ziel-Boland)

In July we had another "newcomer to the RR.This was no.l1706,an FMD "GP-9"
from & locomotive-leasing company known as "Precision National Corporation”.
Train orders,"K" cards,etec.,would identify engines from this company with
the letters "PNC" and the unit'es no.VWe also ﬂad‘PHC"nns.lTDl and 1702,along

with BAR no=.60,62 and 72 at different times when.there was no Alco _"RS=1"
handy for one car "Shorty" as =ome folk nicknamed our train to Greenport.

One particulary warm summer day on "Chorty" T will alwave remember! We had
an "RS-1" that day and they were becoming prone to trequent breakdowns as
they were twenty five years old.Charlie had been "nursing" the engine along
going east on train 202,but she finally stoppred "dead as a doornail”™ in the
deep cut under Bridge Iane's wooden tridgse,2 mile and a half east ot Cutch-
orFue. ¥We went to 2 nearby tarm and managed to get in touch with Ronkonkoma
sta, by putblic phone.They desribed our plight to "204" in Jamaica sta.Fin-
allv,after about an hour,a taxicab showed uvp tor our five passengers,two
elderly ladies and three voung "hippie types",a2ll carrving guitars.Now to
get our people off the train and into the ta:i! Fasier said than dﬂne-—-!

In summer the steep banks under the bridese are covered witn a splendid,
healthy growth of poison ivy on both sides for perhavs two hundred reet east
and west of our train's location.%ince the growth had'nt been trimmed in some
time,it trushed the car's and engine's sides too close for a person to walk by
it.We finally decided to ta2ke the peonle off by having them Bit on the car's
"burfer" plate over the knuckle and we would 1ift them off,witn the aid oz
the "engineer-trainee” of the da?.Lurkin,the two ladies vere "welght=watch-
erg" in good standing,so0 we managed after come cofring to get them down to the
"tieg".The three "hippies" thousht it great tun and jumped-otr by themselves.
Then we walked evervhody weet on the track to where the "eut" leveled offt,and
along the edge of the potato rield to the "long waiting cab".

Soon after the cab departed,an rngine service mechanic arrived in his car.
He got the diegel "mercolating arsain",at least long enough to get us to Green-
rort,vhicn it ﬂid,almast! Just as we cleared fourth St. in ﬂreenpﬂrt.sne’ﬂieﬂ'
arain,and the mechanic who rode witn uz could not get her started no matter
how hard he tried.Again reporting our "plisht" to "204",we were advised that
the PP was rending out an "MTA" tus from the city to represent train 211 and

that we were to colleect tares on 1fl
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Conductor Fuseell said he would collect the cash fgres,wnile my job would
be to sit up by the bus driver and show him how to gét +to all the stations
between Greenport and Ronkonkoma .Coming east,the driver had instructions only
on following the LIE to it's end and then Route 25 to fGreenport.He had never
driven in Suffolk County before and had no idea how to find the RR stas.VWell,
we finally got to Ronkonkoma about thirty minutes after train 211's normal

arriving time,and would you believe,they held our "push-pull" connection for
1 :

BAR GP7 #72-#74
Holban Yard - 1973

On Sept.fifth we had BAR no.60,and on the sixth,BAR no.72.The mren would
become more or lese the regular engine on "Shorty" in the coming months.No
more of the Alco "RS8=1s" would ever be on the job again. I lett the job on
October eeventh to work out of Speonk on one ot those trains that "changed-
erews''at that station.Tt was a half hour drive to Patchogue from "Port", to
deadhead out to Speonk,where I would work the same train.Saturday and Sun-
ﬂaﬁ I used to drive to Speonk for "a change of scenery’.

noing east weekdave,train no. 6 was four "ECS" coaches and 2n Alco "C-
420" engine usually.My conductor was "3id" VWaldman and the hogrer was '"alter
Worship.This was a "one-trainman run,same &s "Shorty".Almost every other job
in passenger service had two trainman and of course the conductor.The speed
1imit from Speonk to Montauk waswow down to "30",s0 it was a nice,leisurely
trip 2ll the way out.Most days during the week,(we had Tues. and Wed, oft),
tnere were no more than twenty passengers on the train when we got on at "BFK".

Ve alwave got "coffee" at "Nell's" luncheonette,vhich was located in the
former tirket office and waiting room at Speonk.Mostly a2ll the irain crevs
would gzet "coffee" here,whether crews "changed",or they did not, "Nell" made
the irip enjovatrle tor pasrencers too,ae they aften”jumped-offphere tor a hot
dog or can ot soda to take tack on the *rain to pass the miles with.She was
open "sir to mirx",except Eunﬂagé and Folidavs.In later vears there were many !
old +ailroad photos hanging in the.waiting room,well worth a visit here.to see.

Cn both Eat: and Sun.,we had a half dozen ex "Phoehe Snow" coaches spliced
by a "B&M bar rar.The bhar car was a waste of space,as it had only two end seats
and wae never in service either way,Those "Phoebe" cars rode so well,that you
would hardly think there were any "low joints" or bad crossfies on the line!

We arrived in Montauk 2t noon and left to go west at one p.m..¥While "3id"
went over to tne "Blue Marlin",(resturant), Tor his tavorite "Rueben “andwhich",

South leg of wye, view N
from Industrial Rd.
Photo/Archive: Mike McDermet

T ran-around the train and took the engine around tne wve,T always brought a
sandvich weekdavs,but Sundays we both got a ride with George the car cleaner
dovn to Montauk villase +or bacon and eges.Vost days we walked the mile back
or if the weather was had someone usually going up to the devot would give us
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