"1ift.Walter was a rood engineer to ewiten with.and could he ever handle those
"Phoebe Snow" cars.Sundave leaving Montauk at two thirty P.m.,he started up
those ecars so smoothly that'unly by looking out those big wide windows could
you tell you were moving at all.The train was "stretched” tignhtly and he eased
out the throttle so gently,that bty the time you nnticeﬂ'any movement in the
car,the train would have traveled twenty feet or s0!

Weekdays there were gtill s+ation agents at Westhampton,Southampton and Fast
Hamnton,vhile Sundaye, only Southampton was manned.Ve always had to "report
arrival" there to let the RR know "wher-e we were",so wve had time to chat with
arent Charlie Muller for & tew minutes.Those station jobe out there were rot
very busy in the winter,with only three +raing in eicht hours to sell tickets
for,but in the summer it was jiuet the ovnrosite,28 the "parlor car trade- kept
the phones ringing with pegple looking for "space" on westhound trains,

During the fall soing east on train 6 weekdays,sometimes there would be
"deadheading™ parlor cars to be put in storage for the winter at Montauk on
yard tracks three or four.On NWovember eleventh the former E-L observation-

T e : —— Parlor Observation #2082
ASHAROKEN - Greenport
Archive: Dave Keller

tavern car.@ﬂw nﬂ.EUEE;WEE on tne rear of no.6 for an "inspection party" oif
various dept. heads of the railroad.This eliminated the the usual "fall "in-
spection train" or former years. .

This necessitated turning the car on the wye so the ohzervation-end was to
the "markers end" of train 11 roing vest.After we completed "the move",the
erew was invited into the lounze of 2082 for a "burfet-lunch",while the
"inspection party" walkéd about the yard as it was a "perfect day out east .
Jome daye are so clear out there in winter that CGardiners Island to the

nortn is plainly vieible,as is the very tiv of Rhode Island,if one cares to

climb up the hill by the Montauk Manor!

1974 was the last vear tor "rolid parlor car trains,as in 1975, coaches
would bte ineluded in all trains on the Main Line or Montauk Br.Ry vears end
all ninetern "PC-6" power cars were in egervice,vith many "oush-pull" consists
of former U coaches, '

"yinter on the southside" was about the way I had always pictured it,not too
much snow,especially east of Amagensett.Nuite a few Sundays with the longer
"ewing",1I was able *o take long walke =uch as up west along Fort Pond Pay to
the long atandoned sea-plane hangar that is plainly visible from the FR.One
Janpary day it was sixty degrees.Many people were walking the ocean beach with
their jackets off that Sundav. In Febfﬁ&*firﬂ+ enow of 1975 fell on Montauk,
and it vas no more than an inch.By thé next afternoon there w2s no trace of it.
Arout This-+imp,?nn 7iel kad hie "mansion" moved across the TR tracks east of
Vater Mi11.Tt was moved between the time we went east on train 6 and before we
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came west on *rain 11.0nly the RR telephone wires had to be "cut" while
the move was on.¥ebuary ninth was my lasgt day on-the Speonk to Montauk run,
account ot & big "erew revieion",2nd I decided to rfo back on the one car
Ronkonkoma to Greennort run again,

The next day on TEPﬂTtinE to work at Ronkonkoma,] found we had car no.
2959,0one of the very tirst of this series to be converted to "Electfic heat"
from "steam heat".Now I could leave my "steam hammer" home,as there was no
longer any steam hoses,("metallies"), on this car.For protection against the
elemente ,Morris Park had installed metal-sheathing over the butfer plates ,
entirely blocking off the ends. The crew now incluued”Kenny”Kempster ag the
conductor,while Charlie Read was still the hogger.

About two weeks later we were coming west with an "RS-3" when it began to
falter west of Southold.Charlie managed to get us to the former Peconic sta.
eite,where ve coasted to 2 stop just barely clearing Peconic Iane.'sing the
putlic phone,( BR lineside telephones rarely worked,as people were constant-

Smithtown Station view SW
Call box - 10/08/1943
(Weber-Morrison)

ly etealing the copper wire during the nisht at many plﬁces},ﬁenny informed
204" wnat our plight was.Seems there was & LIPR "Road and Rail" bus due
out of Greenport shovtly,and =omeone,(me),would have to walk the halt -mile
to "route fventy five"™ and flag the tus down.I was to inform the driver
to come up to the RR wvia Prconic Lane and take our passengers ott.
Luckily,with a 1little "hitch-hikine" I zot down to the highway in a
few minutes.Soon the bus came along and I flagred him down by Vail's gar-
age and gave him "the good news) that along with our pascengers and the
crew ,he was to make the rest of the LIPR station stons in case anvbody
was there,but only as tar as Riverhead.The train was to be left where it
was standing with the coach half on the crossing.The automatic sates stay-
ed in"down position,as we did not of ~eourse,clear the "eircut” Later that
evening the freight would rescue our train,what a way to "railroad"! we
all were taken to Pabvlon s=ta, as that was now the "Road and mail" trans-
fer noint,for both the Montauk and Greenport bus connections.Formerly Amity-

ville 2nd Yuntinrton served as such,

LIRR Road n' Rail #500
Greenport freight building
Photo/Archive: Daniel Marra, Sr.

A guperviecory official took us back to Ronkonkoma in a"cumnany"autniﬂur
suppers vwere a2 little late that pv#ninEEFarly in March there was cuite a
gnowstorm one night "out east" that rerulted in heavy dritting with the
briek northweet wind that followed. ext mornins we were going east on tr-
ain 202,this +ime vith an Alro "R8~%" that had 2 snowplow-pilot,and a1l
went well , nntil Cutehosue,

About eignt hundred reet east or the station plattorm there was a2 "cut"
about & halt.mile in length,that was filled with drifted snow trom the rre-
vious night's storm.411 the snow trom the "bare" fields was in thig "cut"!
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Charlie saw the solid drift on the track ahead and "hit” it as fast as
the engine's speed would allow after just starting up from a sta.stop.

We got about one hundred feet into the hard-packed snow and that was
it! The snow was up to the catwalk level on both sides of the locomotive,
and in no way would she go any further ahead,luckily,I had my camera
with me,s0 I got some great photos on that brilliant”sunshiny”d&y.ﬂharlie
had remarked before we left "K0O",that we should of had a 2000 h.p. Alco
"C-420" in case it was drifting "out east".Il guess they were ghort or big

power that morning,and figured "Shorty",(no.202and211), just was'nt that
important!

.'H.\__

i LIRR #461 Train #202 "Shorty"
N Riverhead Station 8/27/1973
: Photo/Archive: Dave Keller

Fortuneately,we vere 2hle to back out of the drirt after several
trve and backed the train to Euféhﬂgue sta,platform.The few passengers
were to be taken to their destinations by & local eab,vhile we were to
“hack to Mattituck where we could "run around the train" with the engine
and leave ag train 211 from there, |

It took unus a gsood half nour to dig out the east switech to the pass-
ing siding,vhicn included the pipe-connected derail,.We then backed the
coach in opposite the sta, platform,and proceeded west on the main track
to tne west switech of the paseing eiding.Just as we zot there,"Win" Boe-
rckelvand g crew of track men drove up in & RR truck to dig out the de-
rail and switch tor us,it was a bie help)

I spent the remainder of the winter and most of the =spring on "Shorty",
until the timetable change of May nineteenth when T again picked the ex
"elub ecar train" out of "Port".There was no longer any "Syosset" club car,
it having been involved in & rear-end collision west ot "Port" the night
tefore the long 1972-73 strike ended.It was never renaired and shortly
after +that,the club disbanded and had to ride in with all the others” in
ordinary coaches,With only the train in to Puntersvoint in the morning,

T had the rest of the long summer afternoons off.I started my four weeks
vacation on June twenty tifth and used a lot of it finiehing up my LIFR
“track and photo albumhcnllectinn,nﬂw in Stony Brook.

Manv daye when I wag finieshed in L.I.City in the morning on the ex
"rlub car " train as mentioned above,I would continue my ambition to walk
+he A+lantic Ocean's rhore trom Nortons Point in Brooklvn to Montauk Pt.

It seems like a long way to walk,but four to sirx miles a day adds up fast

On the "parlor car scene”",soon after Labtor Nayv,or & few weeks later,al-
most all of the ex XCS,NH and PRR "lightweights"™ that came as "sleepers",
but used here as parlor CETEIWETE-PPTEEEleIIf retired."lLake Ckeechobee",

(ﬁaw ”Apaqungugﬂ,as well as the ex KC® coaches,soon joined them,
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