During the "off parlor car season",the four club cars on diesel-hauled
trains would each epend a werk in Morris Park shops for any repairs deemed
iecensary.Vhen +this haprened,parlor lounse cars such as the "Cayuga Club"
yr "Mohawk Clubt" subbed for the particular ecar that week.

Speaking of "Gourmet Pining“on the LIPR,Teddy PRlakely,the regular barten-
ler on train 552 to Oveter RBay,treated his customers to delicacies every
"riday evening,These were "goodies" ne cooked up during the afternoon such
1g various fish in eream sauces,or hors d'ceuvres of caviar, to name 2 few.
'eddy was formely & dining car cook on the PRR,as were many other “bar car
nen,0thers had been waiters or porters,all viectims of the "jet age" in trans-
sortation and laid off long before retirement age on the Pennsy.Mr.McNamara,
1ead of Special Services on the LIRR,knew of these men'frnm being an ex PRR
pan himselr.The men were glad to be back on the rails witn a steady income

nce more.

Bar car #120 previously #5769
Photo: John Duprey - NY Daily News

Those "bar cars" were no bargain to collect transportation in,especially
*he rear one on train 656,the only train to supprort two "bar cars".The first
tieket collection leaving Punterspoint was usually no problem,witn everybody
snjoving their firet "echnapps".At this time vou punched their commutation
ticket in the "west of Tamaica" block. '

Only about t+ifteen minutes later on leaving Jamaica,vou had to ask them
for +hFiT tickets 2ll over again,to punch the "east of Jamaieca™ block.This
is where they rould and did give vou "a hard time"!Thpir guit coats would be
1p in the lugrage rack witn their ticket inside in most cases,and they did'nt
want to interrupt their "camaraderie" to reach up and get it.They would make
you wait and there was generally a "show of'f" amongst every group with a few
ankind words about the LIFR whien wou would greatly "enjoy" hearing night after
1ight.Some of them knew they could "get under vour skin",depending on who was
punching their ticket,

Fortunately,by the time "bar cars" became common on & lot or trains,I had
snough seniority to aveoid them,by working otner positions in the train.I did
work "coffee carg" in the a.m, many tiﬁ%s,but that was another world entirely
ag far ag commuters dispositions go,as they say,---"no prﬂhlem"!

One Anril morning at Worthvort while waiting for train 615 to pull up from
the pasring =iding to the station,there vas a real Eupriﬂet The special train
carrving the senior rlass of Port Jef+erson high school to Washington,D.C. on
their "senior trip" came zipping tnru as Yorthvrort did'nt exist.An Alco "RS-3"
oulling =ir PER "refurbished PT70" cogches was on it's way to L.I.City's "PF"
tower where 2 Penney 2G1 would *ake over from the "Alco" and forward the special
over the PRR.This "interline movement" went on for about five years until big,

modern delure husces gave the class=s a "chearer way to *o go" in 1970.
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Rack in the 1938—32 era,Southold Aigh,amongz othere chartered thru FRR
eguioment to Washinegton ,D.C. for their "senior cleasse trips”alan. However
they were not epecial trains,just a couvle of Pennsy PT70s tacked on the

rear of +rains that used Penn.Sta.The Penn.Sta, frill crew switched them

/ . iﬁﬁﬁaﬁfﬁ';”:':k ~ ,
Islip Prom Train - 6/24/1961 "Partied Out” - Islip Prom Train
Photo: (Newsday-Jim Cavanagh) 6/25/1961 - Archive: Bill Carlsen

Another type of "school excursion" was operated from about 1966 to 69.
Izlip Figh School's senior class chartered a special train from Islip to
Montauk and return each June of those years.An Alco "RS-1" pulled a "ball-
oon root" bagcage car,(fully decorated with a band for ﬂancing},aﬂhar car’
with sott drinks,sandwiches and coffee and two coaches for the non-dancers.
It left I=lip a2bout ten p.m,,traveling about fifteen miles an hour all thne
way out east,This gave everyone & nice,slow,relaxed ride to socialize and
dance the night away,

~ After arrival in Montauk just beTore sunrise,busces took the crowd to
+the ocean beach vhere thev rould it thev choese,take 2 swim and "cool orf",

Coming west,they tfollowed the "Cannonball",leaving about an hour afterward.

The bar car gerved doughnuts and cotfee to the eleepy heads and regular

running time was obeerved with arrival in Islip about ten a,m..

The 1967 "summer timetable" took etfect in May and I chose the "extra
1ist™ for the first time FiHEE.lqﬁﬁ.HﬂH for those parlor carsiThe very next
Friday I was marked up on "The Cannontall”,train 22.8ince I was a brakeman
I ficured the conductor would tell me "how to collect"™ in the all-parlor
consist.Tlo and behold when I reported for the job in the storage yard,I
tound two newly-hired brakeman for no,22.Calling the crew dispatcher to
find out what was going on,] was told that the usual conductor was otf
"gick" and T was "elected" to be the "brains",(cﬂnduﬂtnr}i

"This ought to be 2 ecirecus",I thought to myself,as we walked thru the
thirteen parlors checking open traps and side doors.The engineer had worked
the jobh before,but none ot us three crewvmen had.%e had two Alco "Centurys"”
gso we had plenty ot power for the twelve parlors witn the "Setauket" bring-
ing up the rear,

To get to Funterspoint,the train has to be backed rrom the receiving
vard to Jamaica s=ta,.Then we went weet to Funtersvpoint Ave. sta, where we
ﬂrdpn#ﬁ tne train.T™he two encines then ro down to & switech at the yardmast-
erg n¥fire at Taet Ave., and come east on no.l track to & crossover east of
the train. Recoupling to our conmist we gave & brake test and had some time
o ask the +icket collector how to "colleet" the varlors.luckily,he worked
the train otten &nd in atout half an hour we three "greenhorns" as far as

"parlors" went, were ready for “an?+hing“f
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Faree charged in parlor care were higher than coach fares and also included
"eeat rharge".Drawing rooms required the occupant to have a minimum of three
irst nlass,fn&rlmr},faﬂes in order. for the person,or pfrsnna,tn r}de there, If
passenger offered a coach.ticket,we had to charge the difference and mark the
uplex,(cash fare receint), "step-up". Commutation tickets or passes were never
pod in parlor cars.luckily,that day we all had plenty of change’ ,including at

east thirty "eingles"” and & few "fives".Many times people paying & cash fare
anded rou a "tifty",and "twentye" were par for the course,as most parlor fares
ere all over ten dollars.

No "collecting" was started until the train left Jamaica as only about one
hird of the load boarded a2t Funterevoint.Pully half of the fares collected
ere "eash" as Yunterspoint had no vplare to purchase tickets.According to the
pld timers",back before WW II when trains came out of Penn, Sta.,most if not
all parlor car peovle had their tickets before boarding.

Going east that day on "The Mannontall™ went suprisingly smooth as rar as
ollecting transportation in the "parlors,once T had a car done.Ry the time
Babvlon wee rveached the head end man anc myeelf had finished our seven cars,
From then on to YWesthamoton,the firvet stop,I enjoyed the scenery from a "dutcn"
door."™ We had to make "double =tops" at all way stas.,excent Bridgehampton
witn it's short platform,vhicn rated “three stops.Southampton got by with one.

The car attendents were briefed on keeping their car's peovrle that were

Tuscarora Club dining car

Walter F. McNamara, Special Services
Right: Henry A Weiss, VP Pass Operations
Willie F. Wilson, Supt. of Special Services
Photo: Ron Ziel

getting orf from doing so until the car was "platformed." "yillie” Wilson, Mec
Namara's "rignt hand man",always rode no.22 Fridays and 4011 on Suhday even-
ings to handle any complaints,or oversold space,etc.We even had an electrician
aboard to tend to any problems with the lighting or ventilating fans.Sometimes
a ecars batteries would run down and the car would have to be "trainlined" to
the next car in o~der to have working lishts and fans,

Twon arrival in Montauk,only about fifteen minutes were required to "yard"
*he train on no. *hree track,vhere it would remain until Sunday evening when

it would tecome “The Sundowner", train 4011.We had to wait for train 13 so

we could Adeadhead back to Jamaica ,2 counle of hours hence, Everyone walked
over to the "Blue Marlin" tor a late suvvner,usually thev had a "special" oY
troiled swordfish or tlounder on +the menu,2ll in 2all not a bad place to eat!

That Sunday I had a round t~ip to Sreenport that "swung" out there about
seven hours. The railroad dock was & nice place to spéhd the time on a summer’s
day.After awhile,two kids in a small rowhoat with 2 "kicker™ on it came along
side and I had an idea, so I began with," 1,11 buy some gas if vou'll take me
for a ride". Ther eaid "0.K.",and we were off for a waterfront tour of Green-
nort's intevestine old collection of shipyards and old fishing docks.We went
all the way up into Sterling Creck,*he nor*n end of the village,

231



Atter a delicious meal of ﬁPecﬂnic Bay Stallops",(there's none better),at
fitenell® Resturant I decided to look around Greenvort yard to see all the cha-
ages since I knew it as a kid, The coal hoist was longz eone,but the foundation
vag there and enough lumpe of esoft coal laying around to build a roaring hot
Fire with, The turntable was still in use dajily,with a "laborer" driving out
From Port Jef¥f. just to turn enginee.Sundaye he nhad two taﬁﬂpin:while Mon, to
3at, ,ivet one.The Greenport freight used two Alco "RS-1s" back to back,so this
>1iminated the need to turn them, |

Greenport water tank - View E Greenport Station
Section house, and water plug View NE c.1939
2/1950 Archive: Mike Boland Archive: Dave Keller

The hign old water tank and plug at Fourth St. went soon after the last

"steam" left the Main Line in Cect,,19%55.The section house next to it was
still in use,¥Walking up to "Cherry Lane siding west or Sixth St., I found
the ancient wooden coal silos ot Greenport Milling Co. in dis-use and trying
to out=do "The Tower 0Of Pisa" in leaning from the verticalt The well-built
freight house with it's rotting high-wooden platforms had been turned into

a "bus garage",(at least the ..st end of it), for the Railroad's busses,

Greenport sta, =till had 2 ticket agent on Sundays for the two westbounds
in the summer at this time.When the Shelter Island Ferry arrived close to
the leraving times of trains,he had 211 he could do to keep up with the long
liﬂFE! foing back on train no.4217 that evening we only a couple in the par-
lor and maybe =& hundred”in the four coaches,as it was not "summer vacation "
time this early in the "summer +imetable",

?ince I had not been on the "ertra list" since 1955,1 was Euprised at how
much "seniority" I had now,I could usual’y get my "first request" any day of
the week! A few weeks later I went on & Sunday "steam trip" on the CNJ from
T1izabethvort to Rridseton,¥.J. A former C.P. 4-6-2,n0.1286,pulled us on this
memorable trip down thru the pinelands on the "Vew Jersey Southern” division,

While enjoving the "steam music"™ up in the open-door baggage car,] met
Richard,( "Diek"), Makse,another railfan who had a "summer job" as a LIFR
parlor car attendent.We would work many trains together in tne next few years.

Vearly every Sunday that 1967 summer I was the "head end man" on "The Sun-
downer",+rain 2011 coming in from Montauk.As T lived in "Port" I had to drive
to Patechorue and deadhead out on train 4012.7%0ing out,there were two parlor

care deadheading =o we had "deluxe" accomodations all the way., Yo.4012 was
"+riple=headed" witn three Alco "Centurys" of 2000 h.p.,as two of them were
for our train and the éther for no.4017.
After I coupled the two engines to our thirteen cars, (all parlors and the
"Tetanket" on the rear),it ueually took about fiftern minutes at least to pump
un +he brake pive prescure in the long frain,Ye backed the train,atter waiking
the "hrake" on and otf,into Montauk =ta, a*out an hour hefore the six thirty
n.m. leaving time,This Ea&ﬁ evervone *+ime for & snack at the "RBlue Marlin”,
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One beautiful Bunday afternoon atter I had done the "brake tesi" and we were
n-the station T walked a couple ot hundred feet 2head of the ensines and tried
0 piecture the eame ecene,cay,cometime between 1927 and 194°Z2.

"Vvisualize all parlor train 15 with a PRR K4 and ten or so cars sitting about
where the "Tundowner"” was now'. Yhen I thought more about it,actually there was
not that much difference in the "scenario" as they say nowadays.Most of tne
game "parlors" now on our train,no doubt, had been on "15" at one time or another.

Montauk Manor - c.19635

Montauk C420 arrival

Parlor and American Flyer coach
Silverman Collection

Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania

The lordly Montauk Manor on the hill overlooking the vard and still viesible
over the middle of our train had also heen there in the summers of "steam" no.15.
Substitute "K4" for our two "C=-420=",=0tt coal smoke for diesel exhaust,and

there vou BTE!"

"I'm overlooking Pullman "names" and Pullman "green" of course! " Usually
there were three varlor lounges in the consist,to accomodate late-comers
without seat reservations.About & dozen or so seats in those were never sold
in advance for that reason.Most Sunday evenines we would'nt have & "seat"
left empty execent for one or two drawing rooms by the time we lett Westhampton,

the last stop betore Jamaica,

We sure could have ueed thosge "temvorary block etations" going west on
Sunday eveningﬁiﬂetWFFn the "mect" with train 4016 at "BH",copying torm K"
cards,and reporting "arrivals™ at nea-ly every station so that following no.
4015 could "gset over the road",the conductor sure was busy.Worst of all was
the "douhle stop" leaving Weethampton to clear +the block,"Double stops such
ag Friday evening *rains made to nlatform their long consiste going east were

not done Sunday.Pascengers got on wherever they haprened to be on the sta,
platform and walked thru the train *o their assigned car and space.

Yo ticket collections were made until we lett Westhampton.RBRy this time
most folks were "set+led in " and enjoving thneir cocktails,as each car served
them,as well as various soft drinks for the children.Most Sundays we were |
tinished working the train by Bay Shore.The conductor,or course had to keep
2 "eharp eve" out for paseing landmarks so he would he prepared at "M3" to
grab a "K" ecard and ale=o at "PD" tower for & "clearance card”,

"MS" Mastic-Shirley 1966
Photo/Archive: Dave Keller
Engineer of RS3 #1559
Westbound getting orders
PD tower, Patchogue 8/1971
Photo/Archive: Dave Keller

Cne particular Sunday evenineg I will alwave Temember! Conductor”"Fddie"

Yartin Tr, and I were doing our "paver work" in tne unsold drawing room in
“he second pa-lor.VWe were going thru one or the most violent thunderstorms
that 1 had ever seen on "the T=land".Fain wvas =0 thieck vou could harely see

out the window 2nd the ligsh*ning *as rontinous.Pven atove the "train noise®

loud ?Eunﬂprﬂlaps wvere andirle . At the time we were "highballing along" just
‘ .

ag ifyvas a perfec*ly clear evening at our normal speed 0n this train.Those

o L " z
engines had 2 good roll on our train as we pasced thru Bellmore and Merrick,

horn blasting away for the grade ErEEFiHFEI
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Those automobiles barely moving on the nearby Sunrise Highway surely
1ade us feel rafe and secure in that heavy varlor,and it surely =aid a lot
‘or "rail transportation in a savage storm)”

At Jamaice we usually lost 2 good two thirds of our people to the N.Y.
nd Bk'ln connections,and +*hen it was on to Funterspoint Ave.sta. in I,I,City
irriving at nine forty two p.m..While the cars were empiying I cut off thne
wo locomotives,being careful to’save the air®in doing s0.T also “hung the
wack-up hose vwhien we would need when we returned to Jamajea.,I always had to
iiek up 2 tew pieces of rock ballast to ward oft the two loose "guard dogs"
hat hung around the filling atﬁ. on the corner of Fast and Rorden Avee, T
ad to throw a switch there to bring *ne engine hack on no.two track,so as
0 cet on thﬂ*;ﬂFt*Eﬂﬁ of our itrain in the sta. on “one tracE:Thﬂse dogs were
mt tor blood,believe me,I lost no time in climbing up the engine steps once
he ewiteh points were averi

Anvone who hanpened to be =tanding on,=ay,Forest Hills sta. platform
vhen ve vassed by on "The Sundoner" must have had to rub their eyes to
make sure they were indeed in the year IQETE A long string of "heavyweight®

Parlor SETAUKET
“SUNDOWNER” drumhead
Richmond Hill - 8/1963
Archive: Dave Keller

er Pullman/PRR Pﬂ“lﬂrﬁ sren iIn the night with ear interior lignts~on ,reveal-
ing the plush interiors with people enjoring the revolving chairs,wis a sight
to be sern only on the LIRR,and novhere else!Tnpving it ort was the "Setauket)
the onen-end observation bringing up the markers., Sometimes the "track lights"
of the car were 1lit as well,as she receded to the west on the four irack main.

After we had pulled the equimment hack to Jammica Sta,,we shoved it up the
"Hill" to the ex mail dock track in the advance yard, After the Labor Day
weekend, the business car "Jamaica",used as a2 lounge-observation with parlor
consiste, vas vithﬁrawn from this sgervice for good.

Octoter was +he month tor tre annual "Inspection Mrain" to tour nearly the
entire RR +o give the heads ot variouns departmente a "first hand" loock at the
track and various structures snurh ag towverg,statione,bridges,ete..Tears back in
mr dad'e time it was called =imply "the hosses train", Morse code messages were
sent sta, to sta, ahead ot it's coming by station agents to each other so one
could have evervthing "shiv-shape" by the time the train arrived in town,

"Ship-shape" mainly meant sveeping the floors,dusting the waiting room seats,
and making sure no "foreism RR " calenders were hung anyvhere in the building.
The Pennsy was "death" on those calenders,as it mizht tempt station help tn.rnute
prosvective passengers or freight over other than the PRR! It's hard to imagine
thet & W.P., or C & ¥ W calender would mean a loss to the PER,but thats the way it

vas!
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Revorting at the storage yard in Richmond Hill,I fuund'my conductor was
“he very capable and popular Nelson Steele, "Setmuket" and Tamaica",the two
usiness cars,were counled =0 that the observation hlatfnrms were at either
:nd of the *two ecar ftrain.Engine 462 was our "nower" for the day,but I do not
ec2ll the engine crews names,

RS1 #462 Mineola entering
the Port Jefferson Branch
Photo/Archive: Steve Hoskins

Pulling up to Jamaica Sta. on platform "C",we were met by ¥W,3.Boerckel,
-ecently a train disvateher &nd now vith the M,of Way Dept.He was usually
2lled "¥Win" or "Winnie" by the rank and #ile."Win" would be with us all day
ind would méke sure that- none of ‘our "maves" ‘interfered® with any 'scheduled
traine. "Win" had his "wvalkie~talkie",and so 4id "Lenny",the assgistant R.TF.
of E. on the encine,makine communicating much easier once under way,

Up to this day,I had alwave thought that "inspection trains" were for the
road's president or superintendent,ete.Not so,8t least on this train,Pridge
and Puilding Dept,and Supervisodrs-of the Track Dept.,really only about fif-
teen men, were traveling today.We did not even rate an assistant trainmaster!

Cff we went to Fort Jerferson,stopring rarely for & few minutes at wvarious
tridges,."oming back to Hircksville,we reversed to back down the Main Line to
"B" tover and then over the Central Br, to Fabvlon =ta, Wow ve were headed
weet on the Montauk B»,."Valley" tower put ocur train in the layup track by

VALLEY Tower - View E
Far Rockaway Branch at right
Photo/Archive: Brad Phillips

the freient house so we could "tie uP*fnr lunch.l was very suprised to find
out that the +rain and ~en#ine crew ate before the ofticials did.A variety of
#ood quality cold rcuts and ealads,alone with cotfee or soda was served in the
"Setauket" ,Both rars had attendents *to take care of refreshments.

The 1lunech hour over,we pvneprﬂpdltd rarcrk all the way down the Tar Tockawvay
Br, to that place.Apparently the inhabitants of the "five towms" do not see too
many Alee "R8=1"s pulling or pushing "heavvweicsht" tusinese ears thru their
neirshborhoods by +the intense stares we received by alll Teturning engine.first’
to Valley Stream ,we then tacked from there over the Long Peach Pr, all the
way to Long Reach.We event about fifteen minutes between resularitrains on
reck Lead treetle over Reynolds Channel so the P2B Dept., men could look over
work heing done there,

"hat done,we ran non-stop to Jamaica ,using the Atlantic Br. from "Valley"
tower west,Arter unloading evervone at the sta,,we varded the train in the
=torage yard,a most unurual ﬁay”fnr me!m™he "Inenection Train " usually takes
¥onday to T-iday to cover the BR,=nending one nignt out,usually Greenport.
Arout +he only Br, thev do not ~ide over is the Atlantic Br. west of Jamaica.

Srortly after mv day on *the "inspection t+ain,one of our most pooular eng-
ineers lort his life on ihe "Pudd Care".PBy now the "Pudfs" were no longer on
the "Patchogue Sroot",heing ueed Mon, to Fri, on trains 204 and 211 on the

round tvin out of Jamajica,
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On Octoter the eighteenth,train 204 was only a2 half mile out of Holtsville
when it struck a2 dump truck load of hot asphalt at the Blue Point Ave.cross-
ing.The head car,no.3101,was pretty well bashed-in after hitting this heavy

E I = = i Al - =

RDC #3101 Train #204
Wreck at Blue Point Rd., Holtsville
10/18/1967 - Archive: John Jett

load and "Patsv" Moleme,the encineer was killed,althoush the fireman managed
to avoid serious injury. That ecar was later secrapred,while the combine,( no,
3121),was never used again on the LIRR.In 1968 it was traded to the B&0 for
tneglightweighfv¢hser“atinn-lnunge "Napanee",

Ir October the first of the many "lightweight" cars from other railroads
arrived on the RR in the Torm ot tiftecn ex NYC cars,all of "stainless steel”
configuration.Fourteen were ex reclining-segt coaches built in 1946. The "tif-
teenth" was an ex thirty five seat parlor car,the "Samuel J.Tilden",built in

LIRR #530 24 seat coach with bar
ex-NYC #86 Parlor Samuel J. Tilden
1967 (George Votava - Dave Keller)

1941, We bought them from the Pickens RR in the south,and they were always
called "The Pickens Cars" by the ME Dent.The Pickens RR had refurbished them
by revlacing the reelining seats with “two and three “seating,as well as re-
moving *hree out of four vashroome/toilets.They arrived without diaphrams,
g0 they mav have removed them &8s well.The Pickens RR obtained those WYC cars
in June 1967. ) 3
Tater on,the tormer parlor ecar,was vebuilt rrom coach to a full-bar car
bv Morris Park and ran on the Montauk Rr,.for-several years.The Titteen cars
became noe.529-54% ine.,the only "second-hand" equipment not to get "8500 or

7500" nos.A train or all etainless sterl cars re?lly cave the almost "solid-

gray"™ LIRR a "toucn of class" as the saying goes.
Amid much "ballyhoo" by the press and politicos,a new morning train ot

ten ot these cars was put in service about 2 week before Tlection Day between

Hﬁrfhpﬂrt and Hinterspoint Ave,stopring only at Huntington,and witn no Jamaica

stﬂpl It was cnristened "The Silver Streak" by the press and the name stuck

ag long as the train ran,

Silver Streak - Train no.611 - Photo/Archive: Richard Glueck

While the cars gave & super=-smooth ride with their tight-lock couplers and
were nice and warm in winter,their failings were their air-conditioning which
frecuently failed on sweltering humid summer'daya,and their eternally-leaking
window frames.Tven & "light shower" would leak water on the sills,and a heavy
rain vas even worse.The Tloors were nuddles ot water in no time,and it snow
w+as broient in on commuters =hoee,the whole aisle was a mess and slippery as
well,

Sometime in October Ron Ziel called me to tell me ot he and George Foster's
idea ot running a "eteam +train" from Jamaica ti¢ Montauk,using 2 leased engine
+rom the Rlack Piver & VWestern RR,a "tourist “7" in Wew Jersey.He suzgested I
make up & =chedule tor it,hased on the current LIPR employee timetable.Since
it wag to run on a Sunday,tnere was a minimum or "meets" to be made witn reg-

ular trains.
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Other features +*hat had to be incorporated in the tentative schedule were
filling the tender wi*h vater by various fire devartments and "photo stops."™
Apparently the Movement Bureau of the RR in Jamaica thought my suggested
ideas for Ron's "Svpecial" were satisfactory as my "schedule""was followed al-
most to the letter. On November twenty sixth,2 Sunday,the excursion would
leave Jamaica sta. about nine fifteen a.,m,.,zoing over the Main Line and Cent-
T2l Br. following the regular morning trein to Montauk.Just west of the Sag-
tikos Parkway bridge in Brightwaters,2 loecal fire company would fill the ten-
der.There was to be & another "water stop" at Bellport and then a "photo run-
hy*at the 0ld Brookhaven sta. site.

Black River & Western Steam Trip
Observation car "Halvpalm™
Brookhaven - View E 11/26/1967
Photo/Archive: Brad Phillips

The consist behind EBlack River & Western 2-8-0 no.60 were a "ping" combine,
eight "reconditioned” ping coaches,2 parlor lounge and on the rear,leased Tor
the day,CNJ buesiness ecar no,97.1 decided to pass up the opportunity to ride
hehind "=team" on the Montauk Br, once more in favor of "chasing" the train
bv antomotile.From working "out east" I knew of some good locations where there
was open countryszide and the locomotive would be working hard witn approiate
emoke for good photogravhy.

Frank Zahn and "Rich" Makse drove out from Queens and met me at Fatchogue's
"PD" tover ﬁbnut thirty minutes before "60" and train were expected.,"Rich" had
his tape recorder with him;anﬂ we 811 went up in "FD" tower to 2sk towerman

Black River & Western #60
PD Tower eastbound 1/26/1967
Photo/Archive: Richard F. Makse

Tony DeSant,"how things were shaping un?" ﬁretty soon we heard whistling that
sounded very mucn like 2”65 or E6”over around Bayport,she "was on the bell",
almost on time. ;ﬂnﬁ threw a few levers in the tower,sétting up tne railroad
thru Patenogue tfor tne tast aprroacning train."Rich" stayed up in the tower
with his tape recorder going all that time from the first whistling we heard
until "60" and train had dissapeared around Pay Ave. curve east of town. I
have heard that "tave" a few times,it's territic!!

¥Frank and I went down the tower stairs to zet our pictures as she passed
"PO" At that time +he orizinal "manual tower-operated crossing gates were still
there,=0 we g0t tne "whole scene",as they say.,Luckily,tne weather was never
better and =0 late in the vear tﬂniWhile the train was taking on water at
Bellport =ta,,we sped ahead to 2 tarm crossing about 2 mile and a2 haly east
of the tormer Mastic e=ta, =ite,¥o0,60 was "doing her tning" very nicely as
ehe parsed and we noticed Larry Foran was the engineer and also that tnere
were tar too many empty ceats in tnat far too long a train!

Then we raced zhead to zet "set uv” for our picture-taking near milepost
eighty three,¥o.60 would definitely be "working hard" coming ur from the
"Canal" bridse 2nd climbing into the Shinnecock Fille,(it was!).e were by
no means the only ones "chasing" tne special train.Montauk highway was very

crowded and "passing" was taboo.The nerxt time we caught up witn "60",it was
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just leaving Fast Hampton and it easilv beat our time into Montauk.We were able
to get vhotos of the engine turning the two "heavyweignts" on the wye and a shot
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of it westhound at Amagansett.At Southampton they had to open the smokebox door
and remove 2 pile of cindere.She sounded real good getting her long train under
way up tne slight grade out or there,By that time it was nearly dusk and we had
tratfic galore to buck,s0 we did not see "60" again until Rellport sta.They had
2 "meet"” with train 4016 there and had to take on a tank of water as well,

I noted the conductor was A,VW.Heintze and the head brakeman,John Cleary,while
we were talking witn "Win" Roerckel,who was riding tne "special".later on we
heard they had to stop ornosite "Valley" tdwer and dump the fire! This meant
rebuilding the fire again and much time was lost,besides tying up the busy Mon-
tauk Br. on usnally busy Sunday evening.The pile of ashes at "Valley"” was vis-
ible for a long time aftprwara!

One ot the moest “memorable-memories” or that day,at least to me,was driving
un to the Bridgehampton sta, wvhen we wvere “cﬁasing "60" westbound,not knowing
it the train had gone by as vet,-=--Cur noses soon told us what we wanted to
knﬂw!-——ﬂnft coal smoke drifting by on that varm westerly wind,(vou did not
actually see any smoke),but it vas there,and wondertully pungent as well,"60"
was long gone from "BH"!

1967 was one of the vears when a numter of the LIRR "heavyweight" parlors
were used by the PRR tor the Army-Navy annual M™hanksgiving Day football game
in the stadium in south Pniladelpnia.There were & number of "special trains®
from New York to that event each vear,making the PRR "short" of parlor cars
tor that one dav only._.._s.Before selling all thoee parlors to the LIRR,the
Pennsy of course,did not have this problem. When Thankseiving was over tne
varlor fleet,er¥cept for about six CATE, Was gtored in Montauk over the winter.
The =alt air was harm®ul to the ears,but they were stored in a place that was
about as =afe trom "vandali=n" as anv nlace could be on the railroad !

ThE&Eighfinghﬂf any LIRR passenrer equipment,(such as above), on any other
railvoed was indeerd rarelI can recall mvy dad and I riding in LIRR PS54 coaches
“~om Penn Sta, to Asbury Pavk,N,J. on the W.Y.& L.RB. in the summer of 1940,
Ctherwiece than the arove two instances,the only other time I kmow about this
hannening was when +the Staten Teland Ranid Transit leased three LIRR MU ears
in June, 1973,

The day after the "steam trip" to Montauk,l was asgigned to 2 "pick" job
ag trainman in "Port",that would last thru the winter until April first of
1968,.1t was on the longest commuter trains the LIRR ever operated,nos,619
and 650,cerving the Huntersvoint Ave sta.Tt was also tne” best paying resgular
run I would ever "own". e had seventeen cars both ways,composed of 2900 ser=-

. F - n a
ies ,pings and £n ex B&M,the tar car,
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