At Wantegh the smoke was swirling up from under 1648 and we had everyone
leave the car.I called the power director to have the third rail "killed" on
1wetwo track ,so0 we could "pull" the four-point,(bus), jumpers at either end of
the car and break ort the contect shoes.This erfectively kept third rail curr-
ent out of 1648 and hopefully would result in the "fire" underneath being ex-
tinguishediThe insulation continued smoking,but not as much,the rest of the
way to Babylon.We had to set the car off in the yard for a "roustabout crew"
to bring in with & diesel.About once a week that crew went to the various MU
terminals with & diesel ewitcher to piek up "eripples" such as our 1648 and

bring them to the shops.

It was "good old 1648's last trip,as next week I saw her in back of Morris
Park Ehupﬁ with 2 white line thru her number,meaning she was headed tor scrap.
Fvery once in & while,althoursh thanktully not very often,"shoe leads",or
electrical cables bringing 650 D,C., Volts from the contact shoe to the motors
on the truck of & car would rhort ecirecut due to insulation wearing off and the

bare current-carrying copper cable would ground on the truck frame.This could

cause “firewarks"!

One night we were on track eight in Jamaica going to Oyster Ray wpen an
MU came in to station track three from Long Feach.About the time the ;MU pasg-
ed "Hall" tower a "shoe lead" grounded,with the resulting tlashes lighting up
the night sky,accompanied by tremendous loud "erxplosions" .The passengers
must have been terrified in that earf If that had happened in any of the tunn-
els the passengers surely would have panickéd.Apparently the LIRR was lucky,
ag I never heard of a "tunnel-explorion"”,

Another time in the summer of 1947 we were coming in from Rabylon on Sun-
day train 4091,a"hizh wheeler",when the “shoe leads let go on the rear car at
Belmont Jnt..wﬁﬂt of Pabvlon,Conductor Ralph, ("chew tobacco"),Miller cut a
length of whietle cord and ﬂfftly tied vp the otfending shorted cable so0 itey
would'nt touch the truck frame and away we went,That took nerve,as he did it
with the third rail current nn!

One epring weekday I was walking in the wvicinity of "Fremont" tower on the
Ray Ridge Br, vhen I heard the unmiétakablée~"whine and whir" of electriec loco-
motives close by.Climbing up the s*airs from the street to the RR embankment,

New Haven "Motors" - GE EL-C
Class EF-4's # 310-#309

Fremont Interlocking southbound
Photo/Archive: Art Huneke

o
.

I eaw two NH."mottre 7,sitting just weet of the tower with a train bound ror
the floats at Bay Ridge.The engines were ex VGN jobs recently acquired by the
NH when the Bay Ridge Pr. was again*%nprgizedufnr AC operation after a lapse
ot about five years,The train was "pumping-up the train's air atter setting out

about thirty PRangor and Aroostook reeters ot "seed potatoes" for eastern L.I.

farme on the east leg of the Freeh Fond wye.
The conductor was about to get on the lead unit,so I showed him my pass

and asked if I could ride to Bay Pidge .with them ¥
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"0.K.",get on tne second engine,were going",was his revly.A half hour later
T 80 we were in Pay Ridge.NWow I had been to Pay Ridge twice on the New Haven
nd only once on my own RR'e equipment! |

About April,*he RR bought nine more twenty eight seat,]l drawing' room type,
"heavrwelight™ varlor cars from tne FFR,probably the last the Pennsy nad.Promptly
tnev were repainted to LIRR nnlnvs,Plus renamed,so0 as to be reﬁdy tor the new
summer timetable going into etfect on May seventeenth.™ne LTRR now had & total
of thirty five parlor cars,plus the diner and observation "Setauket" tor the
"etraw hat limiteds", Below is a typical list ot "consists" for the 1964 summer,

 Montauk Pr;

Thurs: # 16 3 Parlors,Niner,coaches, "The Mannonball"
#*=24 2 " r "

Friday# 12 1 Parlor-Lounge,4 Parlors,coaches, "Advance Cannonball"™
g2 5 » " L,13 "  _Observation, " The Cannonball"
#18 2 " ,coaches, "The East Ender "
# 26 1 Parlor-Lounce,8 Parlore,Diner,coaches, "The Weekender"

Main Line :
Friday # 212 3 Parlors,coaches, _ "Shelter Island Fxpress"
218 1 " s 2 .

¥=we No parlors on Main Tine Sat.
¥~== 1 parlor on each train to and from Montauk on Sat,
Montank Pr:
Sfunday # 2007 1 Pa~lor Lounrce,3 Parlors,coaches, “THF'Ehh Tide "

£ 4011 3 " " « 9 " sNiner,0bservation. "The Sundowner"
#4015 1 " " pB. i yroaches, "Twilisnter®
# 2017 3 Parlore,coaches. "Beachcomber"

# 24020 rarries varrcensers in coaches,vlus deadheading diner and parlors
for wveethound +rains Mondav a.m..:
Main Line :
Sunday # 4213 1 Parlor,coaches.
# 4217 2 Parlors,coaches,
Montauk Br:
Monday # 3 7 Parlors,Diner,coaches. "The Mannonball"
i | 4 n ,coaches, "Wwall Street Special®
With tne diner's crew and the parlor car attendents spending overnisht at
Montauk,the ®R housht the PRR,(nee Pullman), "section gsleeper” "Cent Fill" for

W37 "CentHill" at Montauk Yard.
Photo/Archive: Steve Hoskins

e o]

the men.Painted esrav and with the no. "W37", it set all by itselt on track four
ovposite +the denot for veare,0dAlv,+ne ©R had & wooden gondola "W3T" also at

this same time!Tt anvone ever noticed it,no one ever corrected it,

220



In a way,the 1964 summer was the "High Vater Mark" aas they say,for the
"Straw Yat Limiteds" as it wae the final season for & dining car to operate.
Atter the seacon had ended,the shops removed the tables and converted the
"Myscarora Club” to-a torty eight seat "lounge" car,I believe the LIRR was

the only RR in the U.S, at the time gtill overating & "so0lid" parlor car
train,as well as having the laet open-end observation car in regular servicef

4& Cannonball with 17 heavyweights
Connetquot River, Oakdale
Photo/Archive: Art Huneke

Tuckily, the summer'e consirsts were well photographed by Art. Wuneke and
others for our enjoyment in "duller" years of egquipment not too far in the
tuture."Art's" special place to take photos of "The Cannonball" on Fridays
were the scenic woodlands between Great Fiver and Oakdale.

"General” ex-Western & Atlantic Railroad
Woodside Station, Eastbound

1964-65 NY World's Fair 5/30/1964
Archive: Dave Keller

Around the last of May,on our way into Hunterspoint Ave. one morning we
were suprised to see the tamous "General" ot (Civil War fame with 2 wooden
passenger car setting in the eastbound "Interchange track" east of "Harold"
tower.She was on her way to the W.Y. World's Tair to be exhibited for a few .
daye there,%he had arrived on tne TLIRR wvia the Well (fate Pridre.

ALCO C420 #200 Builder photo
"World's Fair” scheme

900/1100 fuel/water capacity tanks
Photo/Archive: ALCO Industries

T

The RR now had & brand new tleet of bigz "road switchers" numbered 200-221

ot Aleco menufacture and called "Menturys",.Mhey all sported the handsome grey
and oranse vaint =cheme called the "Wo-ld's Tair paint job.Fven the 461-469
and 1519-1520,as well ag 1551-1%60 ceries were adorned in this style.Seven

ex D&#H vard svitchers had also been arguired to replace the remaining Paldwin
ensineg =0ld to an equinment dealer,The LIRR was now an all "Alco" railroad,
excent for the two AF shop ensines noe, 398-390,

On a beautitul fall Saturday I rode the ¥New Faven's crack "Vankee Clipper”
out of N=and Centrel Terminal to ¥Yew Haven,it's firet stop.Purrying over to a
westbound plattorm,I was soon on my way west,this time over the Hell Gate PBr-
idge and into Penn. Sta.A nice way to svend a "ewing" !

A= the rainy fall davs closed in on the area,l used my eight hour Sat."sw-
ings" to work on my LIRR vhoto/map albums,the very ones now in the "LI Collect-
ion"™ at S+tonvy Phook mivergitv.No one hothered me over in the o0ld brick Train-
men's bPuilding "eattyv-covner" acroes Archer Ave, from the Jamaica Sta..™he LIRR
Police Devt, Fdg, was in the basement,while the tailor shop was upatairs.

The Wedneedayvy hefore Thankesiving T manaced to ride the famous "Rutler Day
Exnregs" +o0 Patereon,N.J. from Susnuehanna Transfer.tJim futhrie and friends
urged the ¥, ¥.8.&8W, to run this one car *rain and =suori=singly,management went
alﬂngfmhp »e@a20on fTor tﬁis mid-at+ternoon train heing almost evervhody that work-
ed in Fanha+*anjﬁuitting Pafly”nn the day preceeding a "major" holiday.

The rai+an seat,esx NEH "COsrood Bradlevy" coach, (nee P2A),hauled by the "whee-
zing Alco "RFS-1" -ode 9mite well on the lishtly-ballasted track,Vandals threw

a rock,hre2king a window approaching Paterson.luckily there were no injuriEEt
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