le stopped about every three blocks in that section,and the rapid-exhaust

imcing oY the cut's rocky sides produced great echnes! Arter about & halt

ir we arrived in the CNJ's compact Newark terminal on Broad St. That was a
mer or 1938 trip.In 1939 we took the PRR to Elizabeth,N.J. from Manhattan,
:Te we had about an hour to wait for & ONJ train to Somerville.VWhile wait-
r 8,B%C train trom the west stopned with it's "President Polk" locomotive
the famous "President"clase of pacitics .At that time both engine and ten-
r were in green paint,very neat locking indeed to one only ramiliar with
lack" PRR EﬂHFT!ThE B&Q would quit using the CNJ for ragssenger traing in
958.

Atout eleven tnirty a.m.,our +rain rulled in with "camelback 164 and four

oachrs,It seemed 0dd to see the hogger sitting on the ceb's armrest and op-

rating the engine that vay! fince it wa= & hot June day,no doubt it was

ooler out the window +than sitting in his small =eat next the hot hoiler!

Coming bhack east in the afternoon,the party we had sone to see drove us
:0 the CNJ's Bound PRrook depot. There was plentv ot action,and all "steam"
;ﬂﬂ! Reading class Gl paci“ics on traine to Phila,;R&0 trains,(non-stop);
iig CNJ "Mikado"™ types on frecuent freignts in either direction: on the
learby LV we saw streamlined pacifics and a 4-8-4 on a freight,etc.etc..
‘here was then three or trour grade crossings west of town so we got to hear
that the various steam whistles sounded like as compared to Pennsy ones.
"hat place then was really "Main Line Pailroading” and well worth anyones
rieit if thev were & railfan! "he only vlace on the I.TRR that could come
invwhere near i+ with train frequency =nd ‘crossings was Floral Park,Tven
wi*h *nat Flo~al Park was largely MU service and there were very few long
treisnte vulled by "Mikados"! - |

Yow that thore CYJ "memo-iee" have been rematked,it: time to get on with
the énrinr of 1966 as T board the "Flizabethmort +rain" leaving at two forty

two.0rly about a dozen peonle rode thie *+rain at thie hour,”sually it was
an TMD "GP=T",four coachee 2nd the rlub ecar "Wekearney" on the rear,After
arriving at F'vort, the train used the S.%W. auadrant wve and became a train
tound tor Yewark,which was vhere I was headed this day.After all the ten or
s0 paseengers detrained there,the entire consist,sans passengers, backed to
Fearney sta. on what was lett ot the tormer Newark Ff.

About tive p.m. the train would leave there for Plaintield,witn the club
car reserved for "big wigs" or the large Yestern Tlectric plant at Xearnev.
“itn ""he Aldene Plan" rFoing into erfect on Avril thirteth,1967,the huse
Jersev Mity comnlex of terminal and rards would close down as well. as pass,
servire to Newark via E'vort.Tne only vascenger service east ot (rantord
would be 2 two ecar shut*le re‘wren there and West Tirtn S+, in PBayonne.
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With the 1966 "summer timetable" I'm back on my tavorite "short job" in
"Port"” with the long afternoons and evenings off.0ften on Fridays 1'd drive
over to Oakdale +to watch the "parlor parade" on the VMontauk trains .T liked

— : ; e 'E'#__ " b
Oakdale Station - View W Oakdale Freight House
6/15/1968 - Photo: Ron Ziel PRR #732 view W 1941
Archive: Queens Public Library Archive: Dave Keller

this location for photography ,even though I was "shooting into the sun",
By standines on the platform of the old brick freight house,the roof nvefhang
would shield the camera lens from the direct rave.It was also a "quiet spot”
then with the woods shielding the noise from the nearby Montauk Highway.

The place aleo had another attraction,({at least to me),the crossing "fl=-
achers" and bell mounted on & concrete pedestal in the middle or the high-
vay croseing by the station.That "older type bell" had a clarity missing in
tne ones furnished with the“automatiec gate installations,not only that,but it
continued to ring ae long as the train was "on the ecircut",about a rail-leng-
th on either side of the highway. with “antomatie cates,the bell stops ringing
witn the gates in "down" poeition.

The "icing" on the cake was tne "low joint" én no. two track."Picture The
Cannonball with it's long string of heavyvweights with their six wheel trucks
going over that low juintﬂwith the erossing bell and all nl Hopefully some-
one took the time to "tape-record" this from a nundred feet away or so.

Only during June and early July would there be enough sunlight lett to
vhotograpn train 24,"The Weekender', this tar out on the "Island".Never the
less,one Friday I manascd to "get" the "Jamaica" on the rear as it passed
t+he old Mackay Padio Sta, in West Sayville,

S0 far,"The great parlor car revival" of the 1960s had passed me by,that is
ag far as me working one of those trains.T vowed that when the summer of 1967
ro0lled around & vear from now that T would indeed be collecting tickets in
those “parldrﬂﬁlmhp only way that I ecovld accomplicsh that was to be on the
"eytra list" as those men sot to work those “summer trainsishﬂrtly after Cct-
ober rolled around I bid a "Port" tirket collector's job in that paid aquite
well for my seniority and had weekends oIf besides.

The run left "Port" on train 613 at sir thirteen a.m.,(coincidence),
and I only worked it to Northport,where a few minutes later I boarded train
615,that orisinated there.Working 615 to Jamaica,one of my cars was the "coffee
car",vhich was of course a "bar car" on eastbound trips in tne evening.They
were & nice ,cﬂngeﬁial erowd in tne "morning coffee klatch " d&n that warm, ex
&M "American Flyer " coach,Prom Jameica to New York T worked train 2019,a
train origzinating in Tar Tockaway.The head car was no.l677,once carrying the
name "Rockaway".Tt was =till operated as a club car minus tne name tnough.

Some dave I rode back +to Jamaiecz on the eduipment of 2019, Those wicker

chairs with soft cushions in tne "Rockaway" were a nice change from "two and

three" EPETingi

227



‘he- "Rockaway" had & clock in either end of the car,something no other LIRR car
:ould boast of. ,

The train home *o "Port" in the late afternoon out of Hunterspoint Ave was
-he best train on the Rraneh,Wo,650,after a Jamaica stop, made Funtington,
lorthoort,Smitntovn and "evervthine easet of there to " Port",If vou worked the
*ront of this seventeen ecar train,leaving Smithtown vou had the few remalning
ageencers walk back to the rear in oréder to detrain at the short platforms

-agt of +there. Truly,"the vay to g0 to Port prf."'

Some time in the fall T got 2 call from Ron Ziel that a Tong Tsland chap-
ter of the W,R,H.S. wee being considered and a meeting would be held at Jim
Guthrie's Kings Park home to“talk it over.™hat night the chapter was formed
with Ron as president.0Other members were Art Funeke,Jim and myself.There were
a couple more but I ecannot recall their names.later on the new chapter got it's
charter and became known as the "Sunrise Trail Chapter" of the N.R.H.S..

One "field trip" the members went on was a walking tour of the long aband-
oned LIRR Sag Harbor Branch.We all lert our ecars in Prideehampton and trekked
the line into Eag Harbor village.The right ot way was pretty much preserved
at that time and one or two mileposts were still in. Ron and pariner George
Toster were planning a "tourist RR " over this route to be called the "Sag
Farhnr % Seuttlehole R,R."™ at that time,but it never came to be.Our walking
tour was in the springs of 1967.

mhe onlv wreck the heavrweiszht parlors were involved in happened at Fast
Hampton on Sunday Nov.e=irth,1966,Vandals had smashed the padlock on the sw-

Easthampton

Westbound passenger
train wreck location

Easthamptun Wreck | q;.

November 6th, 1966 |
Photo/Archive: Ed Schleyer &
Robert Emery Map

jton leadines +o Sehenck's coal vard and lined the switeh for the giding.At
seven £iy¥ p.m.,*rain 2013 comine around the curve about titty miles per hour,
had no warning and *he train lurched into the sharply curved and short sid-
ing and derailed the engine and three parlor cars,whicn went over on their
sides,The parlor "Patcnogue",recently upgraded witn knotty pine panelling,
new carpeting,new window trames and better revolving chairs was damaged be-
vond repair and it was decided to scrap it,the first "heavyweight" to go.

The Friday before Cnristmas we were sitting on our train in the L.I.City
passenger vard and noticed train 40 aecross the way had the "Tuscarora Club"
ag it'e firet car.Investisation turned up the following: Train 40's regular
bar tender wvas riving his "regulars" a pre ¥Ymas party on their way east.The
commuters had all chipped-in for assorted cold cutae,etc.ete.,which the bar
rrew had procured that afterncon.Card +atlee had been set up in the car with
ministure lichted Xmas treee on each,vhile the ceiling was festooned with
garland,hune with various ovnaments.Copious amounts of "JTohn Rarlevcorn”
helped +to keep *he "Chwistmas Spirit” alive and well that evening zoing eaat.
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