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THIS MONTH
Dave Morrison will present this month’s program regarding his recently released, 
and his 11th Arcadia Publishing book - Morris Park Shops.  Dave will show lots of 

images that do not appear in the book.  Don’t miss this show.

The LIST Next meeting will be held on Friday, October 18th at 8:00 p.m.
This meeting will be IN PERSON at the historic 

Van Bourgondien house in West Babylon, as well as by Zoom.
The address of the Van B house is 600 Albin Avenue in West Babylon.
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October Membership Meeting Information by Ed Koehler

LOG IN INFORMATION FOR THE OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
Persons entering either this electronic meeting or the physical meeting room agree to not record 
any or all part of the presentation without the express written permission of the Long Island Sunrise 
Chapter NRHS, the host/producer and the presenter.  Violations of this agreement could result in 
criminal and/or civil penalties.  Thank you for your cooperation.  Want to get in contact with a 
presenter?  We will be happy to facilitate that. 
 

8:00 PM on October 18, 2024 
The Van Bourgondien House 

600 Albin Avenue, West Babylon, New York, 11704 
 
Chapter members David Morrison, retired from the Long Island Rail Road management has been 
authoring a series of books on the Long Island Rail Road that are being published by Arcadia®.  His 
latest volume is on the Shops at Morris Park.  To celebrate its publication he will be presenting some 
excerpts from this volume at the meeting. 
 

 
October 18, 2024 at 8:00 PM eastern, 7:00 PM central: David Morrison will present a PowerPoint® slide 
show of excepts from his latest volume on the Long Island Rail Road.  This volume focuses on Morris 
Park.  We ask all of our members who are local to attend this event in person, out of state? Log in to 
Zoom® using this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85792549356?pwd=Sr1HtOUZok7APrJpOOgv1MHCdcx0k6.1  
Meeting ID: 857 9254 9356 Passcode: 423440  
 
If you have any questions. please email Chapter Board Member Edward Koehler at 
EdwardMKoehler@NYC.RR.COM but remember Email service ends at 3:00 PM on the meeting date. 
 

-   *   *   *   - 
 

Do note that your normal internet or cell phone charges may apply. 
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LIST Happenings  by Steve Quigley

Our annual dues notice will be mailed out in the November edition of the Semaphore. The dues will remain 
at the current level of $20. Please mail in your dues with the notice to our Treasurer, Alan Mark. His address 
will be on the notice form. 

OUR 2025 LIRR CALENDARS ARE HERE AND LOOK GREAT!  The shipping cost through the USPS is $4. If you 
live in New York State, please add tax of $1.04. Delivery outside NY, NO tax. However, the cost of shipping 
a book has been increased by the USPS. REGRETFULLY, WE NOW HAVE TO CHARGE $5 TO SHIP A BOOK. 
MORE THAN 1 BOOK, please email or call me to determine the shipping cost. 

We were able to obtain a few copies of Dave Keller’s and Steven Lynch’s 2 books on the history of the LIRR. 
The titles are “The LIRR 1925-1975” and “Revisiting the LIRR 1925-1975.”  We only have a few copies of each and 
the cost to Chapter members is $18 EACH book. Shipping is $6 and NY State residents must add 8.625 % on 
the TOTAL of the books AND shipping. 

I was unable to conduct the annual LIST Chapter elections this past June due to the President [me], Vice 
President and Secretary all being unavailable for the June meeting. Chapter elections will be held this month, 
October. The Board members are as follows: Bob Cecere, Walter Hilsenbeck, Al Johnson, Ken Katta, Ed 
Koehler. Secretary Christine Quigley, VP Bob Myers, Pres. Steve Quigley. We have one LIST Board member 
position open and are looking for someone who can help us, so please let me know if you are interested. 

Trip Chairman Bob Grant, is working on several trips to various locations for this fall and next spring. We hope 
to plan a special trip and tour here on Long Island next spring or summer. 
 
  
Just a reminder. The presenters of our Chapter meetings put in a substantial amount of time and effort in 
producing a show that we hope you like. PLEASE do not interrupt the presenter and keep comments to 
yourself. Hold your questions until the end of the show unless the presenter states they are open to questions. 
Courtesy and etiquette should be maintained during the meeting. We thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter!

THERE WILL NO VIDEO TAPING OR PHOTOS OF THE MEETING CONTENT WITHOUT THE EXPRESS CONSENT 
OF THE PRESENTER.

We are always looking for articles for the Semaphore, just let me know and I am sure that we will be able to 
print it [sooner or later]. My e mail address is csquigley@optonline.net and my telephone # is 631-487-4766. 
Please do not mail me hard copies of your articles. Please email your articles as we have to retype mailed 
copies.

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE THE SEMAPHORE EMAILED TO YOU, PLEASE SEND ME YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS AND 
I WILL EMAIL IT TO YOU MONTHLY.

ALSO, IF YOU MOVE, PLEASE SEND ME YOUR NEW ADDRESS!
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LIRR News  by Steve Quigley

THEN and NOW
THEN:

The January/February 1993 edition of the LIRR newsletter-Along the Track noted the following interesting article.
“An LIRR First: Maternity Uniforms”
“Necessity, it’s said, is the mother of invention. Beverly Terrillion, an LIRR conductor who’s also a mother, saw the 
need to develop more practical uniforms for pregnant crew members and her creativity resulted in what’s believed 
to be the first maternity uniform for train service personnel in the northeast, perhaps the country. Maternity uniforms, 
manufactured by Caleb Smith, and based on Termillion’s prototype, are now available for order by LIRR personnel. 
During Termillion’s pregnancy, she wore larger sized men’s pants and shirts. Later, she modified the shirts of other 
pregnant crew members by adding panels. “then, in the summer of 1991, I was asked by Conductor Rita Saporita 
to speak with Dave Summer [Superintendent- Crews, Schedulers and Utilization] about modifying the design of a 
maternity uniform under development by Caleb Smith,” Termillion recalls.

Also in this edition was a story about “Robert R. Thomas: Last of his Breed”
When Robert R. Thomas retired in December 1992, he brought to a close an historical era. Thomas, a 37 year veteran, 
was the last LIRR employee who once fired a steam engine. Hired as a fireman in 1962 and worked both passenger 
and freight service, including a stint as assistant road foreman of engines. Recalling his early career, he laughs “They 
talked about glory: we had to wear hats because the cinders were flying all over. We addressed the engineers as 
Sir, so we could stay on their good side. Otherwise, they deliberately ran hard engines, which meant we had to 
shovel the coal faster.” Thomas also remembers a larger-scale Long Island City Yard, where LIRR fireman steam 
heated Pennsylvania Railroad cars. Cars were continuously being swapped, and employees were constantly on guard 
watching the gauges to ensure the proper steam level. Thomas claims that freight service was always his favorite. For 
about half of his career, Thomas worked 16 hour days. “We were only allowed to earn a certain amount each month, 
so we worked as many days in a row as possible. To prevent overlapping, assignments were given based on the 
alphabet, with some starting their months on the first, others on the 10th, for instance, “he recalls. The Old Montauk 
freight run was Thomas’ favorite. “We started switching east of Patchogue and ended in Montauk, he says.

NOW:

The MTA’s next five year Capital Program will include plans to “dramatically increase” spending on new LIRR train 
cars and to expand and upgrade the LIRR branches, the head of the MTA stated. What is less clear is how the MTA 
will fund the MTA spending plan which the state comptroller’s report estimates could cost up to $92 billion. The head 
of the MTA stated that they are trying to get to the point where that will no longer be necessary for the continued use 
of about 100 M-3 rail cars that were built in the mid-1980. LIRR President Rob Free stated that a “big focus” of the 
spending plan will be maintaining existing infrastructure, power systems, signals and gaining bridges and tunnels. 

West Babylon trash hauler Winter Brothers is dropping plans for a proposed Yaphank waste transfer station project 
that was seen by local officials as critical to managing LI’s future trash removal need. The plan drew opposition from 
local residents and others. The Brookhaven Rail Terminal owns a 228 acre site on Horseblock Road where the facility 
was planned to be built but has now agreed to sell the site to Kansas City based North Point Development which is 
developing a warehouse project on the adjoining parcel of land. However, this now presents an issue with the removal 
of waste such as construction debris from Long Island as the Brookhaven Town Landfill is set to stop accepting 
construction debris this December and close completely in 2028. When the landfill closes, many more trucks will be 
on the LIE hauling construction debris and ash to landfills in NJ and PA. 
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LIST members price is $18.00
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THE LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD MODELER  by Mike Boland
THIS MONTH’S FEATURE: RAPIDO’S NEW 14-4 NEW HAVEN SLEEPING CARS-“POINT” SERIES

	 I originally wanted to write about tweaking the new Atlas HO model of the LIRR’s RS1 painted in 
the Tichy paint scheme but I recently received an email about two new releases from Rapido that will thrill 
LIRR modelers like myself.  One release will greatly please LIRR fans because it is the introduction of the 
stainless steel New Haven “POINT” series of sleeping cars, of which a number of cars—seven in all—were 
purchased by the MTA/LIRR from Penn Central for use in parlor car service during the summer months to 
the Hamptons, Montauk and even Greenport.  These seven cars, along with others, replaced the railroad’s 
aged and worn-out fleet of ancient 28-1 Pullman heavyweight parlor cars in 1968 and 1969.
	 The New Haven “POINT” series of sleeping cars were of the 14 roomette-4 double bedroom design.  
There were a number of cars built in this series and they were built by Pullman-Standard in 1954.  These cars 
were stainless steel and orange-striped with black NEW HAVEN lettering on the letterboards.  At one time, 
the NH used these cars in service between Boston and Washington, D. C. on their crack passenger trains.
	 In 1969 the LIRR bought seven of these cars, 512 MANOMET POINT, 520 RACE POINT, 525 
STRATFORD POINT, 503 CITY POINT, 518, POND POINT, 506 GOSHEN POINT, and 509 LONG POINT.  
On the LIRR, these cars, respectively, became 2065 MATINECOCK; 2066 MATTITUCK; 2067 MECOX; 2068 
MERRICK; 2069 MINEOLA; 2070 MONTAUK and 2071 MORICHES.  The “M” names were used to denote a 
14-4 car while other letters were used to  denote different interiors, i. e. the “S” series, SAGAPONACK and 
SAGTIKOS, were 6-4-6 cars, meaning a 6 open section-4  bedroom-6 roomette car. 
	 These cars, along with other types of sleeping cars, operated in parlor trains as parlor cars from 1968 
to 1975.  In 1976, the railroad’s fleet of 11 “Sunrise Fleet” of ex-MU cars capable of operating in push-pull 
service replaced them.

	 Rapido plans to do all seven LIRR cars, as well as cars in NH colors and PC, too.

	 Until now, there were no available sleeping cars that LIRR modelers could use unless they did a 
kitbash project; that’s all changed now.  Wow!  These cars are pricey at a cost of about $125 per car and 
availability is unknown at this point.
	 But wait, there’s more!  Rapido is also doing another LIRR car, a not-so-popular lightweight coach 
used for a few years in the early MTA era.  These coaches came from the old Lackawanna Railroad (later Erie 
Lackawanna) and were used in the consist of Phoebe Snow, the railroad’s crack passenger train between 
Hoboken, N. J. and Chicago.
	 Later bought by the MTA, these cars were long-haul coaches and some of these cars, with air-
conditioning, were lettered for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and did service on Metronorth 
lines.  They have an interesting history.   The LIRR coaches were used on trains to Montauk.  The cars 
are pricey and have a cost of about $105 dollars each.  Three LIRR road numbers, 2181, 2184 and 2187, are 
available and these are fully painted cars, unlike the stainless steel NH sleepers.  They are also decorated in 
the MTA #1 paint scheme.

	 Isn’t this great news?

	 I can’t wait for these babies to arrive.

	 I’ll have more to write about these two groups of cars next time.

	 And after that, back to tweaking our LIRR.

	 Until then, happy modeling!
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THE LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD MODELER  by Mike Boland
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THE LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD MODELER  by Mike Boland
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LIST Publications ORDER FORM
The following price list is for LIST members only!

#_______	 LIRR 2025 calendar           NEW	 @$8 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Morris Park Shops by D. Morrison    NEW	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______ 	175th and 185th   LIRR Anniversary Books	 @$7 for both Total _________                  
#_______ 	The LIRR drawings of Vincent Quatroche	 @$10 each Total _________                  
#_______ 	LIRR Port Washington Branch  D. Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________                  
#_______ 	The LIRR  1949-1980 by R. Sturm NEW  Vol. 2	 @$38 each Total _________
#_______	 The LIRR Co. A History 1834-1965 by R. Sturm	 @$38 each Total _________
#_______ 	Volume 1 and 2 of Bob Sturm’s books	 both for $68 Total _________
#_______	 Shortlines of Long Island by H. Fagerberg, E. Koehler	 @$27 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Montauk Branch by Dave Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Babylon Branch by Dave Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Multiple Unit Cars by M. Boland Vol. 1	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Main Line East by D. Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 GCT + Penn Sta. Statuary & Sculptures by Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Trackside with Matt Herson by M. Boland	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Oyster Bay Branch by D. Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 Jamaica Station by Dave Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 Sunnyside Yard+Hell Gate Bridge by Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Stations by Dave Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 LIRR Port Jefferson Branch by D. Morrison	 @$18 each Total _________
#_______	 The Long Island Rail Road, in color Vol. 1	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 The Long Island Rail Road, In Color Vol. 2	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 The Long Island Rail Road, In Color Vol. 3	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 The Long Island Rail Road, In Color Vol. 4	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 The Long Island Rail Road, In Color Vol. 5	 @$48 each Total _________
#_______	 The LIRR, In Color Power 1952-2015	 @$48 each Total _________

Shipping for 1 or 2 Calendars is $4.00.  Shipping for 1 book is $5.  Shipping for both Bob Sturm’s books is $15.  
Shipping for other extra books, please call or email Steve Quigley for the shipping cost.  
NY State Residents, add 8.625% sales tax to the total of the merchandise AND the shipping.

The Long Island Sunrise Trail Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society is a non-profit 501c3 Educational 
Organization.  The Chapter was founded in 1966 to serve the Long Island area. The SEMAPHORE is the official publication 
of the Chapter.  Articles appearing herein do not  necessarily express the attitude of the Chapter or the NRHS.  Please 
address all correspondence and membership inquiries to:  LIST-NRHS, PO Box 507, Babylon, New York 11702-0507.

Stephen F. Quigley, President



Long Island Sunrise Trail Chapter
National Railway Historical Society
PO Box 507
Babylon, New York 11702-0507

Please support your local railroad museums!


